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Since  a  c h i l d  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e  f o r c e s  
t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  most t o  h i s  e d u c a t i o n ,  s ch o o l  and home, 
s h o u ld  he i n  harm onious  a l l i a n c e .  I t  i s  t h e  c h i l d  who 
s u f f e r s  when p a r e n t s  and  t e a c h e r s  do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  each 
o t h e r  and what each  i s  t r y i n g  to  do f o r  him.
In  1897, t h e r e  was much c o n c e rn  ab o u t  t h e  w e l f a r e -  • 
o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  th e  l a b o r  
c o n d i t i o n s  t o  which c h i l d r e n  were s u b j e c t e d .  P l a n s  were 
c a r e f u l l y  l a i d  f o r  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  whose 
o b j e c t i v e  would be to  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  w rongs .  As a  r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  i t s  two f o u n d e r s ,  Mrs.  A l i c e  
B i r n e y  and Mrs.  Phoebe H e a r s t ,  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement 
had  i t s  b e g i n n in g  in  1897- The r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  movement 
was phenom enal ,  and soon s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a t e  began  a f f i l i ­
a t i n g  w i th  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  M o th e rs .
L o u i s i a n a  j o i n e d  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement as  a 
s t a t e  a f f i l i a t e  i n  1923, w i t h  f o r t y - t w o  l o c a l  u n i t s  and 
2 ,000  i n d i v i d u a l  members co m p r i s in g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
S in c e  th e n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  has  
grown t o  386 u n i t s  w i th  a membership o f  90,053* The g row th  
was c o n t in u o u s  u n t i l  1961 ,  when t h e  membership  began  to  
d e c r e a s e ,  p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  u n c e r t a i n t y  c a u s e d  by
v i
t h e  ' s e g r e g a t i o n  i s s u e .
Prom t h e  days o f  i t s  i n f a n c y  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  m a jo r  co n c e rn  has  "been to  sp o n so r  
and work f o r  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  d i r e c t e d  tow ard  
c h i l d  w e l f a r e .  An e a r l y  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n d e av o r  o f  t h e  a s s o ­
c i a t i o n  was r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  m a r r i a g e  law, a  r e v i ­
s i o n  which  became law i n  1 9 3 4 , r a i s i n g  t h e  age r e g u l a t i o n s  
f o r  m a r r i a g e .  A no ther  a s s o c i a t i o n - s p o n s o r e d  law e n a c t e d  
a t  t h a t  t im e  p r o v id e d  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  funds  be  d e d i c a t e d  to  
e d u c a t i o n  and  t h a t  p r o p e r  s a f e g u a r d s  be p l a c e d  on t h e  
h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e s e  d e d i c a t e d  fu n d s .  In  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  
two p rogram s s p o n s o re d  by t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  became la w — t h e  
t w e l v e - y e a r  s c h o o l  p l a n  and  th e  com pulso ry  s c h o o l  a t t e n ­
dance l a w .  O the r  l e g i s l a t i v e  programs s u p p o r t e d  by th e  
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n c l u d e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  
s t a t e  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r en ew a l  and m a in te n a n c e  o f  s t a t e  
c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  a  law b a n n i n g  s t o c k  from s t a t e  h ighw ays ,  
s e v e r a l  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  i n ­
a u g u r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  l u n c h  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p rogram s,  
and u n i f o rm  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  Not y e t  suc­
c e s s f u l ,  b u t  s t i l l  s u p p o r t e d ,  a r e  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ’ s b i l l  
f o r  an a p p o i n t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  e l e c t i v e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  a b i l l  t o  b a n  t h e  s a l e  o f  f i r e w o r k s ,  p r o v i ­
s i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  funds  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a v e r a g e  
d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  and t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  law d e s i g ­
n a t i n g  f i v e  and o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  as  t h e  age r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r
v i i
f i r s t  g ra d e  e n t r a n c e .
A l l i e d  t o  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  i s  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  p ro ­
gram p r o v i d i n g  i t s  members w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s tu d y  
c h i l d  w e l f a r e  p ro b lem s .  The L o u i s i a n a  Branch  o f  t h e  Na­
t i o n a l  Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T ea c h e rs  h a s  e x c e l l e d  i n  
t h i s ;  l e a d e r s h i p  i n s t i t u t e s ,  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  c o u r s e s ,  work­
s h o p s ,  and c o n f e r e n c e s  have been  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r e n t -  
t e a c h e r  movement s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  I n  1958 t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  c o n d u c te d  th e  f i r s t  Summit C o n fe ren c e  on E d u c a t io n ,  
whose p u rp o s e  was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  educa­
t i o n a l  p rob lem s  and t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  p o s s i b l e  c r i t e r i a  
which  would a i d  i n  s o l v i n g  them. I n  I9 6 0 ,  t h e  Second Sum­
m i t  C o n fe re n c e  was m a in ly  co n c e rn ed  w i t h  s c h o o l  f i n a n c e s  
and ways t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  educa­
t i o n a l  sy s tem .
The main o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  F a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
a r e  t o  p rom ote  c h i l d  w e l f a r e ,  t o  b r i n g  home and s c h o o l  i n t o  
c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n ,  and to  d e v e lo p  be tw een  e d u c a t o r s  and gen­
e r a l  p u b l i c  such  u n i t e d  e f f o r t s  as  w i l l  s e c u r e  t h e  b e s t  
a d v a n ta g e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  p h y s i c a l ,  m e n ta l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 
s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a t i o n .
The L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  worked 
f a i t h f u l l y  t o  u p h o ld  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  T h a t  t h e  work h a s  
been  e f f e c t i v e  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  acco m p l ish m en ts  r e c o r d e d  
i n  t h i s  s t u d y .
v i i i
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
P r e l i m i n a r y  S ta te m e n t
I n  F e b ru a ry ,  1923> r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  f o r t y - t w o  
l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w ork ing  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  th e  
s c h o o l s  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l e ,  met a t  t h e  Grunewald H o te l  i n  New 
O r l e a n s ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  f o u n d in g  a  s t a t e  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  With th e  h e l p  and g u id a n c e  o f  c o n s u l t a n t s  
from t h e  n a t i o n a l  g ro u p ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  u n i t  o f  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  was f o r m a l l y  o r g a n i z e d .
I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e r e  was no t r u e  s t a t e  u n i t y  o r  
s t a t e  p rog ram .  Each l o c a l  u n i t  worked o u t  i t s  own p ro b ­
lems and f u n c t i o n e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a "Mothers '  Club" or  
"L ad ie s '  Aid" g ro u p .  Today t h e r e  e x i s t s  a w e l l  o r g a n i z e d  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a l a r g e  and e x t e n s i v e l y  in fo rm ed  member­
s h i p .
The L o u i s i a n a  u n i t  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  s e r v e s  a s  a  w ork ing  f o r c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  p e r i o d i ­
c a l l y  p u b l i s h e s  a  s t a t e  b u l l e t i n ,  s p o n s o r s  and p rom otes  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and a c t i v e l y  engages  i n  a  number o f  programs 
which a r e  d i r e c t e d  to w a rd  p ro m o t in g  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l ­
d ren  and  y o u th .
1
2
S ta te m e n t  o f  the  P ro b lem  
To t r a c e  t h e  deve lopm ent  of t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  As­
s o c i a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  f rom 1923 when i t  was o r g a n i z e d  as 
a s t a t e  u n i t  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  Congress o f  P a r e n t s  and 
T each e rs  t o  A p r i l ,  1962, w h ic h  was t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
l a s t  co m p le te  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
D e l i m i t a t i o n s  
The s t u d y  w i l l  he c o n c e rn e d  m a i n l y  w i th  t h e  work o f  
th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  from 1923 to  
A p r i l ,  1962 .  The u n i t s  o f  t im e  i n t o  which  th e  s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r  was d i v i d e d  a r e  a r b i t r a r y  g r o u p in g s  to  f a c i l i t a t e  
h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  w e a l th  o f  m a t e r i a l .  Some backg round  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and the  l o c a l  
g roups  which  e x i s t e d  in  L o u i s i a n a  p r i o r  to  1923 i s  p re ­
s e n t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  r o l e s  t h e s e  g ro u p s  p la y e d  i n  
h e l p i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  L o u i s i a n a  u n i t  of  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a w h i t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  No c o n s i d e r a ­
t i o n  i s  g i v e n  h e r e  t o  th e  L o u i s i a n a  Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  
and T e a c h e r s ,  t h e  Negro o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  the s t a t e .
Im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  S tu d y  
The p r o g r e s s  an e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  makes and  th e  
ty p e  o f  p rogram  i t  p r o v i d e s  a r e  o f t e n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n r y  work ing  w i t h i n  
th e  f ramework o f  an o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The school  s y s te m  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  p r o f i t e d  from s u c h  e f f o r t s  
to  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t .  Pew o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  had  more
im p a c t  on L o u i s i a n a  e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T ea ch e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h is  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e d i c a t e d  to  "p ro ­
m o t in g  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  and y o u th  i n  home, s c h o o l ,  
c h u rc h  and community" h a s  worked u n c e a s i n g l y  and accom­
p l i s h e d  much i n  i t s  f o r t y - t w o  y e a r  h i s t o r y .  I t s  e f f o r t s  
l a r g e l y  i n f l u e n c e d  th e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  su ch  programs as  
th e  com pulsory  sc h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  law ,  s c h o o l  l u n c h e s ,  t h e  
t w e l v e - y e a r  s c h o o l  p rogram , and  th e  summer ro u n d -u p  f o r  
p r e - s c h o o l e r s .  Because o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h as  made t o  L o u i s i a n a ,  i t s  c h i l d r e n  and  
t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  w r i t e r  p ro p o s e s  to  u n d e r t a k e  t h i s  
s t u d y .
P ro c e d u r e  and  S o u rces
The h i s t o r i c a l  method o f  r e s e a r c h  i s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  
s t u d y .  The f o l l o w i n g  s o u r c e s  o f  d a t a  were  u t i l i z e d :
1 .  M inu tes  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n .
2. P r e s i d e n t s '  Annual R e p o r t s .
3. H i s t o r i a n s '  R e p o r t s .  These a r e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  
p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  by th e  s t a t e  h i s t o r i a n ;  some 
a r e  i n  mimeographed fo rm ,  some a r e  h a n d w r i t t e n ,  two a p p e a r  
i n  t h e  form o f  p am p h le t s .
4 .  C o r re s p o n d e n c e .  T h is  r e f e r s  t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
which  was c a r r i e d  on b e tw e en  t h e  s t a t e  and  n a t i o n a l  con­
g r e s s  and t h e  s t a t e  and  l o c a l  c h a p t e r s .
5. S c rap b o o k s .
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6 . I n t e r v i e w s .  I n t e r v i e w s  were  c o n d u c ted  w i th  
p a s t  and p r e s e n t  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
7 .  M is c e l l a n e o u s  Documents. T h is  r e f e r s  to  docu­
m ents  such  a s  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  and programs f rom  
v a r i o u s  c o n v e n t i o n s .
8 . M i s c e l l a n e o u s  P u b l i c a t i o n s , .  These in c lu d e  
pam p h le ts  p r i n t e d  by t h e  n a t i o n a l  and  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
su ch  as  t h e  1964-65 PTA M an u a l .




A s u r v e y  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  p a r e n t -  
t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  r e v e a l e d  much p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
Theses  and d i s s e r t a t i o n s  on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .
Pour s t u d i e s  on t h e  R a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  
and T e a c h e r s  have b e e n  made. The f i r s t  i s  "An A n a ly s i s  o f  
t h e  A c t i v i t i e s  and P o t e n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  Achievement o f  t h e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  W ith  Recom m endat ions ,"  by 
Elmer S. H o lbeck ,  p r e p a r e d  as  a d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n  
1934 a t  T e a c h e r s '  C o l l e g e ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y .  I n  t h i s  
s t u d y  H o lbeck  p ro p o sed  t o  " e v a l u a t e ,  i n  t e rm s  o f  accom­
p l i s h m e n t s  and  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  accom pl ishm en t ,  t h e  a im s,  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  program, and  work o f  t h e  F a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n ."1 The f i r s t  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  "Growth and 
Development o f  th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n , " which  i s  a 
b r i e f  o v e rv ie w  o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h e  R a t i o n a l  Congress  
o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  was o f  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  t o  t h i s
1Elm er  S. H olbeck ,  "An A n a ly s i s  o f  t h e  A c t i v i t i e s  
and  P o t e n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  Achievement o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  With Recommendations" ( u n p u b l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  T e a c h e r s '  C o l l e g e ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,
1934)» P- i i i •
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w r i t e r .  O the r  s e c t i o n s  o f  H o lb e c k ' s  work a r e :  “O rg a n iz a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  and I t s  R e l a t i o n  to  
School A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , "  " P u b l i c i t y  and F inance  i n  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n s , "  "Case S t u d i e s , "  and  "The U n i t  o f  
Work i n  Program P la n n i n g  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n . "  S ev en teen  recom m enda t ions  f o r  t h e  improvement o f  
t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  co n c lu d e  t h e  s tu d y .
A s tu d y  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  and  th e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  797 l o c a l  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  
n i n e  s t a t e s  was c o n d u c te d  by J u l i a n  B u t t e r w o r t h  i n  1928,
p
e n t i t l e d  The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  and  I t s  Work.
The m a jo r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e  t h e  g row th  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  movement o f  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a v iew  o f  t h e  work o f  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o ­
c i a t i o n s ,  and a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s .
The N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T ea ch e rs  pub­
l i s h e d  two s t u d i e s  on i t s  o r i g i n s  and d eve lopm en t .  The 
most s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  t h e s e  i s  Where C h i l d r e n  Come F i r s t , 
which was done by H a r ry  and  Bonaro O v e r s t r e e t  i n  1949- 
The a u t h o r s  v iew  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  movement 
i n  l a r g e  h i s t o r i c a l  b l o c k s  o f  t im e  and  show t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
and s o c i a l  i n f l u e n c e  w hich  t h e  movement h a s  had  i n  t h e
p
J u l i a n  B u t t e r w o r t h ,  The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
and I t s  Work (New York: The‘TZacmH3liin^o77- l9^977--P^- T^
U n i te d  S t a t e s . -̂  The hook b e g i n s  w i t h  an ov e rv iew  o f  t h e  
s o c i a l ,  economic ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  changes  o f  t h e  n i n e ­
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The a u t h o r s  co n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e i r  work, 
which b ro u g h t  t h e  h i s t o r y  and development o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  up  to  1 9 4 9 , d id  n o t  by any means com ple te  th e  s tu d y  
of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f o r  " th e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  
and T e a c h e r s  i s  s t i l l  a t  i t s  30b and  w i l l  o f  n e c e s s i t y  
c o n t i n u e  to  be a t  i t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  to  com e."^
The o t h e r  s tu d y  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  
o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a ch e rs  i s  The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
I t s  O r i g i n s  and  D eve lopm en t . A u th o r s h ip  o f  t h e  volume i s  
n o t  s p e c i f i e d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  i t  was p r e p a r e d  by the  
N a t i o n a l  C ongress  to  s e r v e  as  a  t e x t  f o r  u se  i n  t e a c h e r  
t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e s .  The m a jo r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  book s u r ­
vey t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  work.
S e v e r a l  n o r m a t iv e  s u rv e y  ty p e  s t u d i e s  p r e s e n t i n g  
c o n c i s e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  work c a r r i e d  on by t h e  s t a t e  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  
These s t u d i e s  p ro p o se  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  program o f  work and  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  s t a t e s  r e p r e s e n t e d .  Those re v ie w e d  by  th e  w r i t e r  
i n c l u d e :  "An A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r
A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i z o n a , "  by M e lv in  C.
-^Harry O v e r s t r e e t  and Bonaro O v e r s t r e e t ,  Where 
C h i l d r e n  Come F i r s t  (C h ic a g o :  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  B a r e n t s
and t e a c h e r s ,  1 9 4 9 " F o re w o rd ."
^ I b i d . , p .  245*
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E r i c s o n  a t  A r iz o n a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e ,  Tempe, A r iz o n a ,  and “The 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  and A d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  A c t i v i t i e s  and Programs i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a , " which was 
p r e p a r e d  hy A. J .  N ic e ly  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  
i n  1941- Also r e v ie w e d  hy t h e  w r i t e r  was a  d o c t o r a l  d i s ­
s e r t a t i o n ,  "The Program and O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  C h ic a g o ,"  p r e p a r e d  by M a r jo r i e  
F i e l d s  M i l l s ,  N o r th w e s te rn  U n i v e r s i t y ,  E v a n s to n ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
i n  1 9 5 6 .
Two s t u d i e s  which  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  p r e s e n t  
one a r e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n s  i n  M is s o u r i  and Oklahoma. A 1954 d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a ­
t i o n  by Donald Hay M i l l e r ,  e n t i t l e d  "The O r i g i n s  and De­
ve lopm en t  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  Movement i n  
M i s s o u r i , "  p ro p o se s  " to  p r e s e n t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  w hich
r e l a t e  t o  and t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  and  d e v e lo p -
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ment o f  th e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement i n  M i s s o u r i . "  M i l l e r  
u se d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  method o f  r e s e a r c h  to  f o c u s  a t t e n t i o n  
on "The Changed S t a t u s  o f  Woman i n  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n tu r y , "  
"The O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  B e g in n in g  o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  Movement," "The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  I d e a  Be­
comes a N a t i o n a l  Movement," "The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  Movement i n  M i s s o u r i , "  "The Development o f  C o lo re d
^Donald Ray M i l l e r ,  "The O r i g i n s  and Develojanent o f  
th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  Movement i n  M is s o u r i "  
(unpublished  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i ,  
1 9 5 4 )r " A b s t r a c t . "
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  Work in  M i s s o u r i , "  and " I n t e r ­
e s t s  and A c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  S t a t e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n s  i n  M i s s o u r i . "
J e s s e  B u r k e t t  i n  1958 d i d  an h i s t o r i c a l  s tu d y  o f  
"The Oklahoma Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  1922 t o  
1 9 5 7 , "  a d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  g r a d u a t e  
f a c u l t y  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma. B u r k e t t  p ro p o sed  
" to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which h a s  
h ad ,  and w i l l  u n d o u b te d ly  c o n t i n u e  to  h av e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
i n f l u e n c e  on th e  home, s c h o o l  and community e x p e r i e n c e s  o f
g
c h i l d r e n  and  y o u th  i n  Oklahoma." The c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  a r ­
r a n g e d  s tu d y  g iv e s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  coming o f  t h e  p a r e n t -  
t e a c h e r  movement t o  Oklahoma. O ther  m a jo r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
s tu d y  a r e  " B u i ld in g  an O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  1 9 2 2 -1 9 2 9 ,"  "The Okla­
homa P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  G re a t  D e p r e s s io n ,  
1 9 2 9 - 3 5 , "  "S igns  o f  P r o g r e s s ,  1 9 3 5 - 4 0 ,"  "M eeting  th e  C ha l­
l e n g e ,  1 9 4 0 -1 9 4 6 ,"  "Rapid  Growth i n  P o s t  War Y ea rs ,  
1 9 4 6 -1 9 5 7 ,"  " P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  M ee t ings  and  C o n v e n t io n s , "  
"P rom oting  t h e  Y /e l fa re  o f  C h i l d r e n  and Y o u th , "  " R a i s in g  
t h e  S t a n d a r d s  o f  Home L i f e , "  " S e c u r in g  Adequate  Laws,"
"The C o lo re d  Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s  o f  O k lahom a," 
and  "The C h a l le n g e  o f  t h e  F u t u r e . "
Two h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
were p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e  i n  B a ton  Rouge. These
^ J e s s e  E l v i n  B u r k e t t ,  "The Oklahoma Congress  o f  
P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  1922 t o  1957" ( u n p u b l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, 1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  1 .
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were c o m p i l a t i o n s  o f  r e p o r t s  o f  h i s t o r i a n s .  The f i r s t ,  
H i s t o r y  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n , was 
p r e p a r e d  hy Mrs. E. P. Eowler ,  a c o - f o u n d e r  o f  th e  S t a t e  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  The second ,  M i l e s to n e s  Along t h e  Way, A H i s ­
t o r y  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n , was com­
p i l e d  hy Mrs. W. L. G i lm er .  These p a m p h le t s  a r e  p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  com ple te  h i s t o r i e s .
There  i s  one t h e s i s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I n  1931 
J e n n i e  L. Ross w ro te  a t h e s i s ,  " L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n , " in  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  t h e  M a s te r  o f  A r t s  d eg ree  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y .  T h i s  t h e s i s  i s  b r i e f  i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  I t s  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  
i n c l u d e ,  "The B eg in n in g  o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  C o o p e ra t io n  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  "The Development o f  S t a t e  B r a n c h e s , "  
"The Development o f  L oca l  B r a n c h e s , "  "The R e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l ,  S t a t e ,  and l o c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n s , "  "A S tudy  o f  
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n , " "A Study o f  t h e  
Gramercy Schoo l  Improvement L ea g u e ,"  "The P l a c e  o f  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  E d u c a t i o n , "  and "The F u tu re  o f  t h e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n . "
CHAPTER I I I
THE PARENT-TEACHER MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES
A. H i s t o r i c a l  Overview 
A cco rd in g  to  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  more r e l i a b l e  a c c o u n t s ,  
t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement seems to  have  h a d  i t s  b e g in ­
n i n g s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War.
With t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  k i n d e r g a r t e n s ,  t h e r e  d e v e lo p ed  a  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  p a r e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  m o th e r s ,  and t e a c h e r s  
co u ld  do more f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  by w ork ing  w i th  one a n o t h e r .  
Th is  f e e l i n g  was f i r s t  e x p r e s s e d  i n  i n f o r m a l  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  
m o th e r s .  However, i t  soon  was c h a n n e le d  i n t o  more fo rm a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such a s  P a r e n t s '  L eagues ,  M o th e rs '  C lubs ,  
M o th e r s '  U n io n s ,  P r e - S c h o o l  C i r c l e s ,  R ead in g  C o u n c i l s ,  and  
o t h e r  such  g ro u p s  which  o r g a n iz e d  s p o n ta n e o u s l y  and w i th  
no d e f i n i t e  p h i l o s o p h y .  These g ro u p s  f i l l e d  a  d e f i n i t e  
need  o f  p a r e n t s  and e d u c a t o r s  who were s t r i v i n g  f o r  a  b e t ­
t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c h i l d  and h i s  r e l a t i o n  t o  s c h o o l  
and s o c i e t y . ^  These i s o l a t e d  i n d e p e n d e n t  u n i t s  g r a d u a l l y  
so u g h t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  w h ich  comes from t h e  c o n c e r t e d  a c t i o n
^Elm er Holbeck ,  "An A n a ly s i s  o f  t h e  A c t i v i t i e s  and  
P o t e n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  A chievem ent  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  w i t h  Recommendat ions"  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  d i s ­
s e r t a t i o n ,  T e a c h e r s '  C o l l e g e ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  New 
York, 1 9 3 4 ) ,  p .  3.
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o f  many g ro u p s  w ork ing  t o g e t h e r .  The r e s u l t  was t h e  f o r ­
m a t io n  o f  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  Among th e  f i r s t  s t a t e  g roups  
to  o r g a n i z e  were  Maine, Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,
p
I l l i n o i s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  Alabama, and Oklahoma.
The t y p i c a l  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  t im e co n c e rn e d  
i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  improvement o f  t h e  s c h o o l  and th e  
s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .  The aim o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was t h e  im­
provement o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  and equipm ent  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
t h r o u g h  th e  r a i s i n g  and s u p p ly i n g  o f  f u n d s .  With t h e  a i d  
o f  t h e s e  g ro u p s  most o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  i n  a s t a t e  i n  w h ich  
t h e y  were a c t i v e  were b e t t e r  housed  and b e t t e r  e q u ip p e d .
The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  and mode o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  e a r l y  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  v a r i e d  g r e a t l y ,  b u t  ea ch  
h ad  a  common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c — t h a t  o f  a d a p t i n g  t o  t h e  sp e ­
c i f i c  n ee d s  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  g r o u p . 3 With t h e  i n c e p ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s  t h e  
p i c t u r e  was s i m p l i f i e d  and  made more u n i f o rm .  The N a t i o n a l  
Congress  had  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1 8 9 7 , i n  t h e  days when t h e r e  
were o n ly  f o r t y - f i v e  s t a t e s  and women c o u ld  v o te  i n  none 
o f  them; s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n ,  aged t e n  to  f i f t e e n ,  
l a b o r e d  on t h e  fa rm s and  i n  f a c t o r i e s ,  m ines  and m i l l s  f o r  
lo n g  h o u r s ;  t h e  p r i c e  o f  b r e a d  was t h r e e  c e n t s  a l o a f  and 
n ew sp ap e rs  c o s t  s i x  c e n t s  a week, d e l i v e r e d .  In  1897 A l ic e  
M c C le l la n  B i r n e y  and  Phoebe Apperson H e a r s t ,  c o - f o u n d e r s
2I b i d . 3I b i d . ,  p .  6.
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g res s ,  c o n c e iv e d  th e  i d e a  o f  a  N a t i o n a l  
C ongress  o f  M others  t o  promote t h e  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  o f  
c h i l d r e n  by h e l p i n g  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  l e a r n  more ab o u t  how to  
f u l f i l l  a c h i l d ' s  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s . ^  These 
two worked h a r d  t o  i n t e r e s t  o t h e r  women i n  t h e i r  a im s .  On 
F e b ru a ry  17 ,  1897, t h e y  h e l d  a  m e e t in g  i n  t h e  A r l i n g t o n  
H o t e l ,  W ashington ,  D. C. In  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  m e e t in g  Mrs. 
B i r n e y  s a i d ,  " I  s h a l l  be s a t i s f i e d  i f  o n ly  t w e n t y - f i v e  
women a re  t h e r e . "  More th a n  2 ,000  men and  women were 
p r e s e n t .  T h e i r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  a im s,  a s  o u t ­
l i n e d  by t h e  f o u n d e r s ,  and o f  t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  
and  c o n f e r e n c e s  t h a t  made up t h a t  f i r s t  m e e t in g  r e s u l t e d  
i n  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  M othe rs ,  w i th  
Mrs.  B i rn e y  a s  i t s  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t .  I t s  a p p e a l  was i n ­
s t a n t a n e o u s ,  and s t a t e  g roups  r a p i d l y  a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  t h e
5n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
Almost im m e d ia te ly  th e  Congress  saw th e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  a s s o c i a t i n g  i n  a c o o p e r a t i v e  and  i n t i m a t e  way t h e  two 
s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  most d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  
upon  th e  c h i l d — t h e  home and t h e  s c h o o l .  There was,  t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  a p p a r e n t  need  f o r  i n c l u d i n g  i n  a common e f f o r t  t h e  
t e a c h e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m o th e r s .  Because  o f  t h i s  t h e
^Twenty Y ears  Work f o r  C h i l d  W e l fa re ,  1897-1917 
( W ash ing ton ,  B .C . :  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and 
T e a c h e r s ,  1 9 1 7 ) ,  p .  1 2 .
5I b i d . , p .  6 .
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Congress  e n t e r e d  upon a  n a t i o n a l  movement f o r  t h e  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s .  I n  1908 th e  name 
o f  t h e  C ongress  was c h an g ed  by v o t e  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Con­
g r e s s  o f  M others  and P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and  i n  
1915 t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was amended t o  l e g a l i z e  
t h i s  nam e.^  I n  1924 t h e  name was changed to  th e  N a t i o n a l  
C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  hy which i t  i s  known 
to d a y .  The i n t e r e s t  shown by f a t h e r s  i n  t h e  work o f  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  change.
B u t t e r w o r t h ,  i n  h i s  s tu d y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  commented on t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  th e  
movement: " I t s  o r i g i n a l  p u rp o s e s  i n c l u d e d  th e  e d u c a t i o n
o f  p a r e n t s  f o r  c h i l d  d ev e lo p m en t ,  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  home 
and  s c h o o l ,  t h e  p ro m o t io n  o f  t h e  k i n d e r g a r t e n  movement, 
t h e  s e c u r i n g  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  n e g l e c t e d  and dependen t
Q
c h i l d r e n  and  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  young p e o p le  f o r  p a r e n t h o o d . "
D i s c u s s i n g  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  movement, Mrs. 
B i rn e y ,  c o - f o u n d e r ,  s a i d  i n  h e r  f i r s t  sp e ec h  to  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C ongress  i n  1897:
£
M i l e s t o n e s  Along t h e  Way— A C apsu le  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  from t h e  Time o f  I t s  Pounding 1897 
T hrough^ l9^3  CShicago": N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  B a r e n t s  and  
T e a c h e r s ,  1963)* p* 1 .
7 I b i d .
D
J u l i a n  B u t t e r w o r t h ,  The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
and I t s  Work (New York: The M acm il lan  d o . ,  1929)> p* 7 .
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The age i n  which  we l i v e  i s  a  t im e  f o r  s p e c i a l ­
i z e d  work: and o r g a n i z e d  e f f o r t .  I t  h a s  t h e r e f o r e  
seemed to  u s  good t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  and  h o l i e s t  o f  
a l l  m i s s io n s ,  m otherhood ,  t h e  f a m i l y  i n t e r e s t  upon 
which  r e s t s  t h e  e n t i r e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  o f  human l i f e ,  
and  th e  e lem en t  which  may be d e s i g n a t e d  as  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  s h o u ld  now 
be t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  o u r  e a r n e s t ,  r e v e r e n t  c o n s i d e r a ­
t i o n  .9
F o l lo w in g  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  t h e  movement was g r e e t e d  
w i th  g r e a t  e n th u s ia s m .  The growth  i n  mem bersh ip  was n o t e ­
w o r th y .  In  1911 t h e r e  were 31 ,762  members. I n  1921 t h e  
membership was 278 , 7 2 1 , and by 1931 i t  had  grown to  
1 ,5 1 1 )2 0  3, w i th  a s s o c i a t i o n s  num bering  o v e r  20 ,000 .  Ten 
y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  membership  h ad  i n c r e a s e d  to  2 , 4 8 0 , 1 8 8 , 
w i th  l o c a l  u n i t s  num ber ing  2 8 ,0 5 0 .  I n  1951 t h e r e  was a  
t o t a l  o f  6 , 589,516  members, and i n  1 9 6 1 , a  t o t a l  member­
s h ip  o f  1 2 , 074,289  was r e p o r t e d  by 4 7 ,6 8 1  u n i t s . ^
A lthough  t h e  f o u n d e r s  had  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  p u rp o s e  
o f  t h i s  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was t o  promote  t h e  h e a l t h  
and w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  by h e l p i n g  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  l e a r n  
more a b o u t  th e  c h i l d ' s  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s ,  m o s t  
o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were d i r e c t e d  
i n t o  new and, i n  many ways, l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  f i e l d s .  They 
dev o ted  m ost  o f  t h e i r  t im e  and  en e rg y  to  t h e  t a s k  o f  
r a i s i n g  money f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  s c h o o l  equ ipm en t ,  t o  t h e  
a r ran g em en t  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s ,  and t o  o t h e r  n o n - e d u c a t i o n a l
^ Twenty Y ears  Work, p .  7 .
M iles  t o n e s  Along t h e  Way, p . 9 .
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p r o j e c t s .  L i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  to w ard  th e  s tu d y  
o f  p a r e n t  and  c h i l d  p r o b le m s -11  However, t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
p r im a ry  p u rp o s e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  s o c i a l  i d e a l s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w hich  m o t i v a t e d  women t o  r e b u k e  any and 
a l l  ab u s e s  which e x i s t e d ,  r e m a in e d  l a t e n t — n o t  c o m p le te ly  
l o s t .  The a t t i t u d e s  o f  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  who f o r  a 
l o n g  t im e  f e a r e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  power o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
began  to  l o o k  upon t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  f r e s h  v i s i o n  and 
e n t h u s i a s m .  E d u c a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  began  a c c e p t i n g  t h e i r  r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h e l p i n g  to  d ev e lo p  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f
th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and t h u s  th e  A s s o c i a t i o n
12began moving fo rw ard  to  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  a c h ie v e m e n t .
A f t e r  more t h a n  s i x t y  y e a r s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  t h e  Na­
t i o n a l  Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a ch e rs  s t i l l  embodies and 
c o n s e r v e s  t h e  u n iq u e  v a l u e s  o f  i t s  o r i g i n .  W ith o u t  co m p l i ­
c a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  and  w i t h  a  minimum o f  r e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  h e l d  i t s  tw e lv e  m i l l i o n  members i n  c l o s e  
u n i t y .  Under- e v e r - e m e r g e n t , c o n s t a n t l y  s h i f t i n g , ~ a n d  un­
r e g i m e n te d  l e a d e r s h i p  i t  h a s  p ro d u ced  n o t a b l e  r e s u l t s .  I t  
h a s  made p o s s i b l e  t h e  moving fo rw a rd  o f  a g r e a t  mass -of 
p e o p le  a l o n g  l i n e s  o f  t h e i r  own c h o o s in g ;  p e o p le  whose 
common i n t e r e s t  c e n t e r s  a ro u n d  c h i ld h o o d ,  y o u th ,  home, 
s c h o o l ,  and  community; p e o p le  whose s o l e  power l i e s  s im p ly  
i n  t h i n k i n g  and a c t i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  t e rm s  o f  common
■^Holbeck, op. c i t . ,  p .  6 .  ^^I b i d . , p .  19 .
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p u r p o s e s . 1 -̂
B. O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  S t r u c t u r e
The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  always Been an 
autonomous, s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  made up o f  th e  
p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  th e  l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  O f f i ­
c e r s  o f  a l o c a l  u n i t  i n c l u d e  a p r e s i d e n t ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  
s e c r e t a r y ,  t r e a s u r e r ,  h i s t o r i a n ,  and p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n . ^
Any p e r s o n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  and  y o u th  
i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  membership .  Dues p a i d  by members v a r y  a c ­
c o r d i n g  to  l o c a l  and s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  r u l i n g s ,  b u t  the  
n a t i o n a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  dues i s  t h e  same i n  a l l  g r o u p s .
Five c e n t s  p e r  member i s  a l l o t t e d  to  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  ex c e p t  i n  u n o r g a n iz e d  a r e a s ,  where t h e  amount i s  t e n  
c e n t s  p e r  member. O f f i c e r s  a r e  a lw ays  e l e c t e d  by t h e  mem­
b e r s h i p  and t h e  u s u a l  s t i p u l a t i o n  i s  t h a t  no p e r s o n  may
s e r v e  in  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  f o r  more t h a n  two c o n s e c u t i v e
15t e r m s .
Committees c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  w ork ing  m ach in e ry  of  a 
p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n ;  i t  i s  t h e y  who p la n  and  promote
" ^ F r a n c e s  P e t t e n g i l l ,  The P h i lo s o p h y  o f  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T ea c h e r  Movement (W ash ing ton ,  D .C . :  N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s  o f  
B a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  1937)» P* 3«
^ PTA Manual f o r  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  
Membership w i t h  th e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  
T e a c h e r s  (C h ic a g o :  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  a n a  
T e a c h e r s ,  1964)> P* 15-
15 I b i d . , p .  3 0 .
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t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  u n i t .  Each com m ittee  c o n s i s t s  o f  
two or more p e r so n s  who have "been a p p o i n t e d  or  e l e c t e d  on 
t h e  "basis o f  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  work .  
Committees t h a t  have  been fo u n d  b a s i c  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  a p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
1 .  Budget and  F inance
2. H o s p i t a l i t y
3. Membership
4 .  N a t i o n a l  PTA P u b l i c a t i o n s
5. The PTA Magazine
6 . Program
7 .  P u b l i c i t y
A lthough  t h e s e  com m it tees  a r e  fu n d a m e n ta l  t o  a w e l l -  
o r g a n iz e d  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  u n i t  may f i n d  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  and  
s t a n d i n g  com m it tees  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c a r r y i n g  on e f f e c t i v e l y .  
These u s u a l l y  a re :
1 .  A u d io - V i s u a l  S e r v i c e s
2. C h a r a c t e r  and  S p i r i t u a l  E d u c a t io n
3. C i t i z e n s h i p
4 .  C o o p e r a t io n  w i th  C o l l e g e s
5.  C u l t u r a l  A r t s
6 . E x c e p t i o n a l  C h i ld
7 .  F o u n d e r s ' Bay
8 . H e a l th
9 .  H igh Schoo l  S e r v i c e
10 .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s
11. J u v e n i l e  P r o t e c t i o n
12 .  L e g i s l a t i o n
13. Mental  H e a l t h
1 4 .  P a r e n t  an d  Family E d u c a t io n
15 .  P r e - s c h o o l  S e r v i c e
16 .  R ead ing  a n d  L i b r a r y  S e r v ic e
17 .  R e c r e a t i o n
1 8 .  S a f e t y
1 9 .  School  E d u c a t i o n .
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  h o l d  r e g u l a r  m e e t in g s  
a t  a  t im e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  b y - l a w s .  At l e a s t  an hour
l 6 I b i d . , p .  1 3 2 .  1 7 I b i d . ,  pp. 1 37 -248 .
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and a h a l f  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a l lo w e d  to  c o v e r  a l l  f e a t u r e s  o f  
the  m e e t i n g .  The e x e c u t i v e  com m ittee ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  
o f f i c e r s ,  u s u a l l y  p l a n s  f o r  a d e f i n i t e  a l l o t m e n t  o f  t im e 
f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  m e e t in g ,  w h ich  n o rm a l ly  i n ­
c lu d e  t h e  open ing ,  b u s i n e s s  s e s s i o n ,  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  and  
18p r o g ra m s .
When t h e r e  i s  a s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  l o c a l  u n i t s  i n  
a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  a c o u n c i l  o r  c e n t r a l i z e d  body i s  fo rm ed .  
This  i s  a g roup  o f  l o c a l  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  u n i t s  
in  a town, v i l l a g e ,  c i t y ,  county ,  o r  o t h e r  d e s ig n a t e d  a r e a ,  
o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  
The p u r p o s e  o f  a c o u n c i l  i s  t o  promote c o o p e r a t i o n  among 
member u n i t s  on m a t t e r s  o f  g e n e r a l  c o n c e r n .  I t  i s  a me­
dium by which  th e  u n i t s  can a t t a c k  p rob lem s  which  a re  b e -
19yond t h e  l i m i t s  o f  one u n i t  w ork ing  a l o n e .
The v o t i n g  body o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  
c o u n c i l  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  or a l t e r n a t e s  o f  th e  mem­
b e r  u n i t s ,  and t h e  a c c r e d i t e d  d e l e g a t e s  o r  a l t e r n a t e s  f rom  
each u n i t .  The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and
p r i n c i p a l s  o f  s c h o o l s  h o l d i n g  membership i n  t h e  c o u n c i l
20a r e  a l s o  members o f  t h e  v o t i n g  body.
The n e x t  l e v e l  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  
r e g i o n .  These a r e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
which h a v e  been  o u t l i n e d  by t h e  S t a t e  Board  o f  M anagers .
1 ^ I b i d . , p .  39* 1^ I b i d . , p. 65* 20I b i d . , p .  6 6 .
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The work o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  g o v e rn e d  by t h e  s t a t e  b y - la w s  
and s t a n d i n g  r u l e s .  D i s t r i c t  b y - la w s  may b e  amended w i th  
t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  the  S t a t e  Board  o f  M anagers .  The p u rp o se  
o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  work o f  
t h e  c o u n c i l s  and th e  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  and 
n a t i o n a l  p l a n s .  The l e a d e r  o f  a d i s t r i c t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t ,  cha irm an ,  o r  d i r e c t o r .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  t i t l e  
he i s  g iv en  membership on th e  S t a t e  Board o f  Managers by 
v i r t u e  o f  t h i s  o f f i c e .  The u s u a l  f u n c t i o n s  of  a d i s t r i c t  
a r e  t o :
1.  g i v e  a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e  t o  c o u n c i l s  and l o c a l  
u n i t s ,
2. i n t e r p r e t  C ongress  p o l i c i e s ,  p l a n s ,  p r a c t i c e s ,  
and  p rogram s,
3. b r i n g  n o n -C o n g ress  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  g roups  i n t o  
C ongress  m embership ,
4-. p l a n  and c o n d u c t  d i s t r i c t  or  r e g i o n a l  c o n f e r ­
e n c e s  w i th  s t a t e  s u p e r v i s i o n . 21
The s t a t e  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g res s  o f  P a r e n t s  
and T e a c h e r s  i s  the  c o n n e c t i n g  l i n k  be tw een  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  i t s  membership  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The 
membership o f  th e  s t a t e  b r a n c h  i n c l u d e s  i n d i v i d u a l  members 
o f  each  l o c a l  u n i t  and  n o t  j u s t  a  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  a  p e r s o n  who j o i n s  a l o c a l  u n i t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
becomes a member o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  an d  th e  s t a t e  
b r a n c h .
The s t a t e  b r a n c h  may a d o p t  such  b y - l a w s  as  do n o t  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  the  b y - l a w s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f
^ I b i d . , p.  6 4 -
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P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  
a l lo w e d  to  d e te rm in e  t h e  manner i n  which  members a r e  ad­
m i t t e d  i n t o  l o c a l  u n i t s ,  dues a r e  c o l l e c t e d ,  o f f i c e r s  a r e
e l e c t e d ,  r u l e s  f o r  th e  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s  a r e  a d o p te d ,
22and d i s t r i c t s  and c o u n c i l s  a r e  d e f i n e d .
The s t a t e  b r a n c h  i s  g o v e rn ed  by t h r e e  b o d i e s ,  t h e  
s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n ,  t h e  s t a t e  b o a rd  o f  m an ag e rs ,  and t h e  
s t a t e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m it te e .  The c o n v e n t i o n  i s  t h e  p r im a ry  
g o v e r n in g  body o f  t h e  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  I t  has  t h e  r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  and 
g u id a n c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  i t s  e f f o r t  t o  c a r r y  
on th e  work o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The c o n v e n t io n  u s u a l l y
c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  m a n ag e rs ,  and  a c e r t a i n
o ~knumber o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from ea c h  l o c a l  u n i t . J 1 The- s t a t e  
b o a rd  o f  managers  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s ,  
d i s t r i c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and cha i rm en  o f  t h e  s t a n d i n g  com­
m i t t e e s .  The d u t i e s  o f  t h e  b o a rd  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  by th e  
s t a t e  b y - l a w s .  The b o a r d ' s  main f u n c t i o n  i s  to  c a r r y  on
th e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b r a n c h  t h a t  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  by
24th e  c o n v e n t i o n  o r  t h a t  a r i s e s  be tw een  c o n v e n t i o n s .  The 
e x e c u t i v e  com m ittee  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s .  I n  
some s t a t e s  c e r t a i n  m e m b e r s - a t - l a r g e  c h o s en  by and from
22P o l i c i e s  and  " P r a c t i c e s ,  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  of  
P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s  {C hicago :  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f
P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  1964)» P* 81 .
2^ I b i d . , p .  85-  2^I b i d . , p .  8 6 .
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t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  m anagers  a l s o  s e r v e  on t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
c o m m it te e .  Th is  com m it tee  t a k e s  a c t i o n  on m a t t e r s  r e q u i r ­
i n g  a t t e n t i o n  between s t a t e  b oa rd  m e e t in g s ,  h a n d le s  emer­
g e n c i e s  a s  th e y  a r i s e ,  and  e x e c u te s  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  a s ­
s i g n e d  to  t h e  committee  by th e  s t a t e  b y - l a w s . 2"*
S t a t e  o f f i c e r s  and  t h e i r  d u t i e s  a r e  d e te rm in e d  by 
t h e  s t a t e  b y - l a w s .  However, th e  number and  ty p e  o f  s t a t e  
o f f i c e r s  u s u a l l y  c o i n c i d e  w i th  t h o s e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Con­
g r e s s  .
S t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have b o t h  s t a n d i n g  and s p e c i a l  
c o m m i t t e e s .  The s t a n d i n g  com m it tees  c o r r e s p o n d  to  t h o s e  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g res s .  The s p e c i a l  com m it tees  a r e  ap­
p o i n t e d  f o r  some s p e c i f i c  p u rpose  and a r e  d i s s o l v e d  when
26t h a t  p u rp o s e  h a s  been  a c h ie v e d .
In  1936 th e  N a t i o n a l  Board o f  Managers d iv i d e d  th e  
s t a t e  c o n g r e s s e s  i n t o  e i g h t  r e g i o n s  on th e  b a s i s  o f  member­
s h i p ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  m i le a g e  a r e a ,  and  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s e r ­
v i c e  t o  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  I n  1942 t h e  s t a t e  
c o n g r e s s e s  were  r e d i v i d e d  a s  f o l l o w s :
R eg ion  I  -  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  Maine, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  New 
H am psh ire ,  New York, Rhode I s l a n d ,  and 
Vermont.
R eg ion  I I  -  D e law are ,  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, Mary­
l a n d ,  New J e r s e y ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V i r ­
g i n i a ,  and West V i r g i n i a .
R eg ion  I I I  -  Alabama, F l o r i d a ,  G eo rg ia ,  N o r th  Caro­
l i n a ,  South  C a r o l i n a ,  and  T en n e sse e .
25I b i d . ,  p. 87- 26I b i d . , p. 88.
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R eg io n  IV -  I l l i n o i s ,  I n d i a n a ,  K en tucky ,  M ich igan ,  
O h io ,  and W is c o n s in .
R eg ion  V -  Io w a ,  K ansas ,  M in n eso ta ,  N ebraska ,
N o r t h  Dakota ,  and S ou th  D akota .
R eg ion  VI -  A rk a n sa s ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  
M i s s o u r i ,  Oklahoma, and Texas.
R eg ion  VII -  A l a s k a ,  H a w a i i ,  I d a h o ,  Montana, Oregon, 
W ash ing ton ,  an d  Wyoming.
Region  VIII  -  A r i z o n a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  C o lo rado ,  Nevada,
New Mexico, and  U t a h . 27
The l e a d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  each o f  t h e s e  r e g i o n s  i s  e l e c t e d  by
t h e  membership  of  t h a t  r e g io n  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  one o f  t h e  t e n
28n a t i o n a l  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  011 t h e  N a t i o n a l  Board  o f  M anagers .
The N a t i o n a l  Congress  p r o v i d e s  c o n t in u o u s  and v a l u ­
a b l e  s e r v i c e  t o  s t a t e  b ra n c h e s  a n d  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .
Every  s t a t e  b ran ch  an d  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  s h a r e s  t h e  p r e s ­
t i g e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  which b o a s t s  a membership  o f  more t h a n  tw e lv e  m i l l i o n .
I n  i t s  r e l a t i o n  to t h e  s t a t e  b r a n c h e s  and l o c a l  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n s ,  th e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  h a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f u n c t i o n s :
1 .  To p ro v id e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  d i v i s i o n s  
o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  
o r  cannot p r o v i d e  a s  w e l l  as can  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
a s  a  whole .
2. To se rv e  a s  a  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  f o r  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n .
3. To a c t  as a  c e n t r a l  c o o r d i n a t i n g  agency f o r  
p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  work t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n .
27PTA Manual, p .  67. ( F o r  a map showing t h e  r e g i o n ­
a l  d i v i s i o n s  see  A p p en d ix . )
2^The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  I t s  O rig inB  and  
Development (C hicago :  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a re n x s  and
T each e rs ,  1 9 4 4 ) ,  p. 1 3 7 -
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4 .  To r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  g roup  o f  Congress  a s s o ­
c i a t i o n s  a t  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t in g s  
and c o n f e r e n c e s  o f  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 
a g e n c i e s .
5. To s e rv e  a s  a n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  agency 
f o r  s t a t e  b r a n c h e s  and  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .
6. To p r o v id e  i n d i v i d u a l  members w i t h  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  p a r e n t -  
t e a c h e r  w o r k . 29
I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T ea ch e rs  
a t t e m p t s  to  do w h a te v e r  n e e d s  t o  be done f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  
o f  c h i l d r e n  and  y o u th  t h a t  i s  beyond t h e  l i m i t s  and r e ­
s o u r c e s  o f  s t a t e  and l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
The g o v e r n in g  body o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  
P a r e n t s  and T ea ch e rs  i s  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n  which m eets  
i n  a d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t ry  each  y e a r .  I t  i s  
co n d u c te d  n o t  on ly  f o r  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n ' s  b u s i n e s s  b u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
and i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m em bersh ip .  The v o t i n g  power o f  
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  i s  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B oard  o f  Managers ,  
t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  members o f  each  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  m anagers ,  
one d e l e g a t e  f o r  each  one th o u s a n d  members,  and one d e l e ­
g a t e  from each  C ongress  u n i t  i n  u n o r g a n iz e d  a r e a s .  T h is  
body e l e c t s  o f f i c e r s ,  amends t h e  N a t i o n a l  By-laws and 
^ t r a n s a c t s  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  b y - l a w s . ^
The o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a r e  a
^ PTA M anual , p .  69*
• ^ P o l i c i e s  and P r a c t i c e s ,  p .  10 .
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p r e s i d e n t ,  t e n  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  a s e c r e t a r y ,  and a t r e a ­
s u r e r .  Each o f  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  i s  e l e c t e d  f o r  a  t e rm  o f  
t h r e e  y e a r s .  The o f f i c e r s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  g ro u p s ,  
a d i f f e r e n t  g roup  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  each y e a r  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
c o n v e n t io n .  The f i r s t  g roup  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  p r e s i d e n t ,  
f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  and t r e a s u r e r ;  t h e  se cond  
group  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  from R eg ions  I I I ,  V, 
V II ,  and V I I I ;  and t h e  t h i r d  g roup  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  second  
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  and v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  f rom  R eg ions  I ,  I I ,  IV, 
and V I . 31
The N a t i o n a l  B oa rd  o f  Managers ,  t h e  body which  
g o v e rn s  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e tw een  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  con­
s i s t s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g res s ,  t h e  p r e s i ­
den t  o f  ea ch  s t a t e  b r a n c h  o r  h i s  a l t e r n a t e ;  t h e  cha irm an  
of  ea ch  s t a n d i n g  co m m it tee ,  and  th e  im m edia te  p a s t  n a t i o n ­
a l  p r e s i d e n t .  Between c o n v e n t i o n s ,  t h e  Board  o f  Managers 
has  a u t h o r i t y  over  a l l  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Con­
g r e s s  e x c e p t  f o r  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  which i s  v e s t e d  by t h e  By- 
Laws i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  co m m it tee .
The e x e c u t i v e  com m it tee  i s  composed o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  cha irm an  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t s '  c o n f e r e n c e ,  
and t h e  cha i rm an  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h a i r m e n ' s  c o n f e r e n c e .  
C o n fe ren c es  o f  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d i n g  com m ittee  cha i rm en  and o f  
s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t s  a r e  h e l d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  each  m e e t i n g
31I b i d .  32I b i d . , p. 15•
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o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Board  o f  Managers .  The g ro u p s  m e e t in g  
s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  c o n d u c t in g  a c o n f e r e n c e  c a n n o t  
t a k e  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n  o f  any k i n d . 33
Through t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  from t h e  
l o c a l  u n i t  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o nven t ion ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Con­
g r e s s  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s  en d eav o rs  to  c o v e r  ev e ry  
a r e a  o f  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  "by means o f  some e f f e c t i v e  and s u i t ­
a b l e  program  o f  a c t i o n .  V/hether an a c t i o n  o r i g i n a t e s  i n  a 
C ongress  u n i t  l o c a t e d  i n  a crowded i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a ,  o r  w i th  
a  S t a t e  Board  o f  M anagers ,  or  w i th  a  member who i s  an o f ­
f i c e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re s s ,  o r  w i t h  one p a r e n t  a t t e n d ­
in g  a l o c a l  m e e t in g ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  i s  g e n e r o u s l y  
p r o v i d e d .
The N a t i o n a l  C ongress  p r o v i d e s  a v i t a l  s e r v i c e  t o  
i t s  mem bersh ip  i n  p u b l i s h i n g  m a t e r i a l s  which  p a r e n t -  
t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  can  u s e .  The o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  s e r ­
v i c e  i s  tw o f o ld :  " to  h e l p  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  members f u l f i l l
t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  home, s c h o o l ,  ch u rch  
and community and t o  g u id e  and  a i d  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s ­
s o c i a t i o n  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  o b j e c t s  f o r  w hich  i t  e x i s t s . " 34
Most p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  u n i t s  and mem­
b e r s  f r e e  o f  c h a rg e — a few a r e  s o l d  a t  nom in a l  p r i c e s .  (A 
l i s t  o f  N a t i o n a l  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  A p p en d ix . )  The o f f i c i a l  m agaz ine  o f  t h e
33I b i d . , p. 1 6 .  34PTA Manual, p. 7 2 .
N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s  i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  M agaz ine , a  m onth ly  p e r i o d i c a l  which th e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  began p u b l i s h i n g  i n  1906 .  Changes have been  
made in  t h e  name and f o r m a t  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  b u t  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e ,  t o  p r o v i d e  h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on th e
35growth  and  g u id an ce  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  h a s  r e m a in e d  c o n s t a n t .
A l l  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  p r o ­
v i d e d  in  a  s p i r i t  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  members. Through t h e  u se  
o f  t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  members a r e  a b l e  t o  g a i n  t h e  know­
le d g e  and s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  on a p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  
36program.
35I b i d . , p .  206 .  36I b i d . ,  p .  201.
CHAPTER IV
THE PARENT-TEACHER MOVEMENT IN LOUISIANA
A. B e g in n in g s
The p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement began  a s  an i n s t r u m e n t  
t o  b r i n g  i n t o  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n  th e  home and  s c h o o l ,  t h a t  
p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  might  c o o p e r a t e  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  i n  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  o f  th e  c h i l d ,  to  d e v e lo p  such  u n i t e d  e f f o r t s  as  
would s e c u r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  a d v a n ta g e s  i n  p h y s i c a l ,  m e n ta l ,  
and s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a t i o n . 1
The p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement h a s  done much to  p r o ­
mote t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  home and s c h o o l  w o rk in g  t o g e t h e r  
can do t h e  v e r y  b e s t  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t o d a y ' s  c h i l d .
No l o n g e r  i s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  h e l d  t h a t  what  goes  on i n  t h e  
c l a s s r o o m  i s  o f  no co n ce rn  t o  th e  p a r e n t  a t  home. By th e  
same t o k e n ,  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  l e a r n s  a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  th e  
c h i l d ' s  home en v i ro n m e n t  w h ich  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ­
ing  t h e  c h i l d  h i m s e l f .  At P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
m e e t i n g s ,  t e a c h e r s  and p a r e n t s  meet i n  f r i e n d l y  s u r r o u n d ­
ings  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  t h e
1 H arry  O v e r s t r e e t  and  Bonaro O v e r s t r e e t ,  Where 
C h i l d r e n  Pome F i r s t  (C h icago :  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s
and T e a c h e r s ,  1 9 4 9 ) t p .  1-
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avowed i n t e n t  o f  h e l p i n g  them. Through t h e  many a c t i v i ­
t i e s  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  p a r e n t s  l e a r n  
ab o u t  t h e  new t r e n d s  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h e  p ro b lem s  f a c i n g  modern e d u c a t i o n ,  and s h a r e  t h e  r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  im p ro v in g  th e  s c h o o l s .
I t  i s  w id e ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  
P a r e n t s  and T e a ch e rs  h a s  h e l p e d  our c u l t u r e  m a i n t a i n  i t s  
i n t e g r i t y .  T h is  movement h a s  had  p ro fo u n d  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i ­
c a n c e .  I t  h a s  gone f a r  to w a rd  d i s c o v e r i n g  n o t  on ly  t h e  
means by which  t o d a y ' s  c i t i z e n  can improve h i s  e f f e c t i v e ­
n e s s  b u t  a l s o  t h e  ty p e  o f  p u rp o se  on b e h a l f  o f  which he
2m ight  s e e k  to  renew  i t .
P ro b a b ly  no o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  i n t e r ­
e s t e d  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  and p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  h a s  made 
more s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  th a n  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  Paced w i t h  a s h o r t a g e  o f  fu n d s  f o r  e v e ry ­
t h i n g  f rom  p a p e r  c l i p s  t o  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  
s c h o o l s  would be  s e r i o u s l y  c r i p p l e d  s h o u ld  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n s  c e a s e  t o  f u n c t i o n .  I n  many o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
s c h o o l s ,  t h e r e  would be few er  maps, g l o b e s ,  l i b r a r y  books ,  
and mimeographed i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  p r im a ry  
g r a d e s  i f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  u n i t s  d id  n o t ,  y e a r  
a f t e r  y e a r ,  a d o p t  l a r g e r ,  more a m b i t io u s  b u d g e t s  t o  p r o ­
v i d e  t h e s e  i t e m s .  S t u d e n t s  who f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o
^M artha  W ilson ,  " E a r ly  S t r u g g l e s  o f  PTA R e c a l le d ,* '  
S t a t e - T i m e s  (B a to n  R ouge ) ,  March 20, 1958, p .  6-D.
30
re m a in  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  l a c k  of  c a r f a r e ,  l u n c h  money, 
and c l o t h i n g  a r e  h e l p e d  t o  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  th r o u g h  
th e  s c h o l a r s h i p  fu n d s  m a i n t a i n e d  by u n i t s  i n  some c i t i e s .  
O ther  s c h o l a r s h i p  fu n d s  h e l p  young p e o p le  t h r o u g h  t e a c h e r s '  
c o l l e g e s .  I n  c i t i e s  where t h e r e  a r e  new sc h o o l  b u i l d i n g s ,  
b u t  l i t t l e  money f o r  eq u ip m en t ,  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  u n i t s  have b een  known t o  f u r n i s h  p la y g ro u n d  equ ipm en t ,  
m o v i e - p r o j e c t o r s ,  b o o k c a s e s ,  and  f u r n i t u r e  f o r  t e a c h e r s '  
l o u n g e s .  I n  t h o s e  c i t i e s  where s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  l a g s ,  
i t  i s  t h e  men and women o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  who 
make p o p u l a t i o n  s u r v e y s  and work a t  t h e i r  t e l e p h o n e s  and 
a t  t h e  p o l l s  d u r in g  m i l l a g e  t a x  e l e c t i o n s .  Programs o f  
mass e y e - t e s t i n g  and  p h y s i c a l  e x a m in a t io n s ,  s a f e t y  e s s a y  
c o n t e s t s ,  c o u r s e s  i n  home n u r s i n g ,  n u t r i t i o n  and f i r s t  
a i d — t h e s e  and s c o r e s  o f  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  c a r r i e d  on by 
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  u n i t s  make L o u i s i a n a ' s  c h i l d r e n  
s a f e r  and h e a l t h i e r .  S in ce  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  ev e ry  L o u i s i a n a  law  
which h a s  b een  p a s s e d  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and b e n e f i t  o f  
c h i l d r e n ,  i n  o r  o u t  o f  s c h o o l ,  has  b e e n  f e r v e n t l y  sup­
p o r t e d  and  o f t e n  i n i t i a t e d  by th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n .
The b e g i n n in g  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
movement i n  L o u i s i a n a  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  v e r y  same way t h a t  
many o f  i t s  im p o r t a n t  p rogram s a r e  i n i t i a t e d — th r o u g h
3I b id .
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c o n c e r t e d  a c t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  p a r e n t s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  
w e l f a r e  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A cco rd ing  to  Mrs. E. A. F o w le r ,  
one o f  t h e  fo u n d e r s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n ,  t h e  movement s t a r t e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  1918 i n f l u e n z a  ep id em ic  which  r a v a g e d  t h e  s t a t e .  Mrs. 
Fow ler ,  t h e  f i r s t  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
(1923-41 )  and an a c t i v e  member o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board  o f  
Managers u n t i l  t h e  day o f  h e r  d e a t h  i n  1946, w ro te :  "The
on ly  good t h i n g  t h a t  came o u t  o f  t h e  f l u  e p id em ic  o f  1918, 
a s  f a r  a s  I  know, was t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n .
F o l lo w in g  t h e  e p id e m ic ,  t h e  O r le a n s  P a r i s h  S c h o o l  
Board r u l e d  t h a t  f i v e  m in u te s  be added  to  e a ch  l e s s o n  
p e r i o d ,  and  i n  a d d i t i o n  th e  s c h o o l  day would Beg in  t h i r t y  
m in u te s  e a r l i e r .  Thus t h e  s c h o o l  day was l e n g t h e n e d  by  an 
h o u r .  The p u rp o se  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  was t o  make up some o f  
t h e  t im e  l o s t  by t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  d u r in g  t h e  e p i ­
demic.  P a r e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  many t e a c h e r s  o b j e c t e d  s t r o n g l y  
t o  t h e  new r u l i n g .  They c o n te n d e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  weak 
from t h e i r  r e c e n t  i l l n e s s e s ,  were n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  a b l e  t o  
meet  t h e  demands o f  a l o n g e r  s c h o o l  day.  Mrs. Fowler  
s t a t e s  t h a t  t a r d i n e s s  was a n o t h e r  d i f f i c u l t y  posed  by t h e  
a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  d a i l y  s c h e d u l e .  Many p a r e n t s  were d o in g
^Mirs. E. A. Fow le r ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T ea ch e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  (New O r l e a n s :  Henry A l l e n  Commercial
S ch o o l ,  1943)» p .  ! •
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a l l  o f  t h e i r  work "because o f  t h e  i l l n e s s  o f  t h e i r  do m es t ic
s e r v a n t s ,  and  t h o s e  who were accus tom ed  to  d o ing  t h e i r  own
work were  so weakened by f l u  t h e y  found  i t  a h a r d s h i p  t o
5
g e t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f f  so e a r l y .  The t a r d y  p u p i l s  were 
k e p t  a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  w hich  added  t o  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .
C o m p la in ts  were in n u m e ra b le .  Because o f  them, Mrs. 
Fowler ,  who h ad  two young c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l ,  c a l l e d  a 
m e e t in g  o f  f r i e n d s  and  a l l  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  t o  d i s ­
cu s s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c a l l e d  m e e t in g  was 
g r e a t e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d .  The co n s en su s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  p r e s ­
en t  was t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  s h o u ld  be r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k e d  
to  r e s c i n d  i t s  r u l i n g .  The f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  was 
a d o p te d :
Whereas ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a i l y  s c h o o l  s e s s i o n  i 3  a  
h a r d s h i p  on p a r e n t  and t e a c h e r .
W hereas ,  i t  e n t a i l s  t h e  i n a d e q u a t e  b r e a k f a s t ,  
t o o  l o n g  c o n f in e m e n t  i n  t h e  schoo lroom , and to o  lo n g  
a w o rk in g  day f o r  t h e  c h i l d .
W hereas ,  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  l o w e r s  t h e  v i t a l i t y  o f  
t h e  c h i l d  r e n d e r s  him l i a b l e  t o  i l l n e s s  and, t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  t o  a b s e n c e  from s c h o o l .
We r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h e  Schoo l  Board  t o  r e ­
s c i n d  i t s  a c t i o n  i n  h a v i n g  added  an h o u r  to  t h e  
d a y ' s  s e s s i o n .
As t h e  t im e  f o r  p ro m o t io n  h a s  been  advanced  two 
weeks ,  we r e s p e c t f u l l y  p ro p o se  t h a t  t h e  one month 
l o s t  be  made by e l i m i n a t i n g  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  a l l  
i n t e r r u p t i o n s  and  by c u r t a i l i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y  
so a s  t o  do more i n t e n s i v e  work, t h e  d e t a i l s  b e i n g  
l e f t  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  and c o r p s  
o f  t e a c h e r s ,  who b e s t  know t h e  weakness  and r e q u i r e ­
m ents  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .
We do n o t  e n d o r s e  t h e  p l a n  o f  h a v in g  s c h o o l  d u r ­
in g  t h e  C h r i s tm a s  h o l i d a y s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  m o th e r s  
a r e  opposed  t o  i t ,  and  t h e  t e a c h e r s  do n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  would j u s t i f y  i t . 6
5I b i d .  6I b i d . , p. 2.
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The r e s o l u t i o n  was s e n t  to  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  e v e ry  
"M others '  Club" i n  New O r l e a n s .  The new spapers  r e g a r d e d  
th e  a c t i o n  a s  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  d i s a g re e m e n t  b e tw een  th e  
s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  and p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  A t y p i c a l  
s t o r y  i n  t h e  p r e s s  a t  t h e  t im e  was a s  f o l l o w s :
MOTHERS ASSERT THAT EXTRA HOUR IS  HARD ON PUPILS
They R e q u e s t  S choo l  B oard  to  A b o l i sh  
t h e  A d d i t i o n a l  S e s s i o n s
The m o th e rs  o f  t h e  c i t y  w an t  e x t r a  s e s s i o n s  i n  
t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a b o l i s h e d .
A r e q u e s t  to  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
m o th e r s ,  was made t o  t h e  Schoo l  Board F r i d a y  n i g h t  
by Mrs. Edward A. Fowler .  She asked  t h a t  t h e  e x t r a  
ho u r  which h as  b e e n  added t o  t h e  d a i l y  s c h o o l  s e s ­
s i o n s  t o  make up f o r  th e  t im e  l o s t  w h i le  t h e  s c h o o l s  
were c l o s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  i n f l u e n z a  e p id em ic  be 
a b o l i s h e d .
The r e q u e s t  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  com m it tee  on 
t e a c h e r s  and  i n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  i t  
would be a c t e d  upon b e f o r e  t h e  open ing  o f  s c h o o l s  
a f t e r  t h e  h o l i d a y  r e c e s s .
Mrs.  Fowler  p r e s e n t e d  p e t i t i o n s  s i g n e d  by s c o r e s  
o f  m o th e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  c i t y ,  and h e r s e l f  made a 
most e l o q u e n t  a p p e a l  i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  She b a s e d  
h e r  a rgum ents  on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  
h e a l t h ,  n o t  o n ly  o f  t h e  p u p i l ,  b u t  o f  t h e  m o the r  
and t h e  t e a c h e r  a s  w e l l .  The e x t r a  h o u r ,  which  r e ­
q u i r e s  t h e  p u p i l  t o  go to  s c h o o l  a  h a l f  h o u r  e a r l i e r  
and s t a y  a  h a l f  h o u r  l a t e r  t h a n  u s u a l ,  i m p e r i l s  th e  
h e a l t h  o f  a l l ,  sh e  s a i d .
The h e a l t h  o f  t h e  m other  i s  i m p e r i l e d  b e c a u s e  
she h as  t o  g e t  up so  e a r l y  and  do so much h u r r y i n g  
to  g e t  t h e  c h i l d  o f f  t o  s c h o o l  i n  t im e ,  t h e r e  i s  so  
much h u s t l e  and e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  s t r a i n  i s  h a r d  
on t h e  n e rv o u s  s y s t e m .  The same i s  t r u e  o f  t h e  
t e a c h e r s ,  and  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h u r r y ,  b o t h  t e a c h e r s  
and p u p i l s  o f t e n  go o f f  t o  s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  b r e a k f a s t ,  
o r  w i t h  j u s t  a h a s t i l y  p r e p a r e d  and b a d l y  cooked 
b r e a k f a s t ,  Mrs. Fow ler  d e c l a r e d .
The h e a l t h  o f  t h e  p u p i l  s h o u l d  be t h e  f i r s t  con­
s i d e r a t i o n ,  she  h e l d .  She p ro p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  one 
m o n th ' s  t im e  l o s t  be  made up  by e l i m i n a t i n g  a s  f a r  
a s  p o s s i b l e  a l l  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  and by c u r t a i l i n g  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  so a s  t o  make p o s s i b l e  more i n t e n ­
s i v e  work.
The m o th e r s ,  i n  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n ,  a l s o  t o o k  a
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s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  h a s  been  made i n
some q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  ab o l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C h r is tm as
h o l i d a y  r e c e s s . 7
A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was s e n t  t o  a l l  members o f  t h e  Or­
l e a n s  P a r i s h  M ed ica l  S o c i e t y ,  who were a lm o s t  unanimous i n  
t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  t h e  ex te n d ed  s c h o o l  day was d e t r i m e n t a l  
to  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  New O r l e a n s .  With t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  from t h e  m e d ic a l  g roup ,  t h e  
s c h o o l  b o a r d  r e v i s e d  th e  r u l i n g ,  r e d u c i n g  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
t im e  to  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s .  The news media were e a g e r  f o r  t h e  
g roup  to  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  f i g h t  to  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r u l i n g  com­
p l e t e l y .  However, t h e  p a r e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  by n o t  e x e r c i s i n g  
undue p r e s s u r e ,  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a rd  would soon comply w i th
Q
t h e i r  w i s h e s ,  which  i t  d i d .
T h is  s u c c e s s f u l  en deavor  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  e n th u s ia s m  
o f  s e v e r a l  h u n d red  m o th e rs  who were s i n c e r e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  s c h o o l  p rob lem s and a n x io u s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  t im e  
and e f f o r t  to  s o l v i n g  them. Mrs. Fowler was d e t e rm in e d  
n o t  t o  have  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  wane. She l e a r n e d  t h a t  Mrs. 
V i r g i l  Browne, who h ad  b e e n  a member o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Con­
g r e s s  o f  M others  and P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s  and who had  b een  a c ­
t i v e  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  a  Texas b ran ch  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g ro u p ,  
was i n  New O r l e a n s .  With t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  Mrs. Browne, 
Mrs. Fowler  c a l l e d  a  m e e t in g  f o r  March 8, 1 9 1 9 j t o  be h e l d
^ Times P icay u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  December 14» 1918,
p. 4 .
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i n  Holmes H a l l ,  New O r l e a n s ,  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  
to  t h e  g ro u p  th e  i d e a l s ,  p r o c e d u r e s  and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  M o th e rs .  At t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  l a d i e s  
v o t e d  to  become a l o c a l  u n i t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re s s .^
The New O r l e a n s  Times P ic a y u n e  gave th e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  
o f  t h e  m e e t in g :
NEW ORLEANS COUNCIL OP MOTHERS 
AND PARENT-TEACHERS *
ASSOCIATION IS ORGANIZED
They were a s m a l l  body o f  e a r n e s t ,  e a g e r  m o th e r s  
who met i n  Holmes H a l l  t o  s e e  what  would be done 
ab o u t  t h e  lo n g  s c h o o l  h o u r s .  They w ere  on ly  
m o th e r s — none o f  them women o f  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  g r e a t  
s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n t e l l e c t ,  b u t  t h e y  
were d ee p ly  and s i n c e r e l y  i n t e r e s t e d ,  b ec au se  t h e y  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was one t h a t  co n c e rn e d  t h e  
h e a l t h  and  h a p p i n e s s  o f  t h e  c h i l d .
A f t e r  t h e  s p e c i a l  o b j e c t  f o r  w h ich  t h e  m o th e r s  
h ad  met had  been  d i s p o s e d  o f ,  i t  se em e d .a  p i t y  t h a t  
su c h  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  good i n  t h e  community a s  t h e  
s i n c e r e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  m o th e rs  s h o u l d  be a l lo w e d  
to  go t o  w a s te ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  as  D oro thy  Dix s a y s ,  
s i n c e  t h e  work o f  t h e  m other  has  a lw ays  b e e n  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  communal; so t h e s e  m o th e rs  de­
c i d e d  t o  become a p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  com­
pany o f  m o th e rs  w o rk in g  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  
i n  t h i r t y - e i g h t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s — t h e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  
o f  M othe rs  and P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n .
T h is  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t h e  on ly  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  women 
r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  governm en t ,  and  h as  
t h e  w i d e s t  scope  o f  any o t h e r ,  a s  i t  c o v e r s  t h e  
c h i l d  f rom p r e n a t a l  i n f l u e n c e  u n t i l  21 y e a r s  o f  age ,  
i n  t h e  home, s c h o o l ,  c h u rc h  and s t a t e .
I n  t h e  home, b e c a u s e  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  y e a r s  o f  t h e  
c h i l d  a r e  t h e  m os t  i m p o r t a n t  o n es ,  n o t  on ly  f rom 
t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  h e a l t h ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r - f o r m i n g  y e a r s  o f  t h e  c h i l d .
I n  t h e  s c h o o l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  m o th e r  knows b e s t  t h e  
good o r  bad  e f f e c t s  o f  any e d u c a t i o n a l  sy s te m ,  in n o ­
v a t i o n  o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .
I n  t h e  c h u rc h ,  b e c a u s e  we must e a r l y  i n c u l c a t e
9 I b i d .
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i n  t h e  c h i l d  r e v e r e n c e ,  a b e l i e f  i n  God, and r e ­
s p e c t  f o r  t h i n g s  h o l y  and s a c r e d .  We must  b r i n g  
t h e  c h u rc h  i n t o  t h e  home. A s h o r t  t im e  s p e n t  i n  
Sunday School o r  c h u rc h  one day i n  t h e  seven  i s  n o t  
enough.
I n  t h e  s t a t e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  d u ty  as  w e l l  a s  
t h e  economic p o l i c y  o f  t h e  whole community t o  s e e  
t h a t  e v e ry  c h i l d  i s  an a s s e t  and  n o t  a  l i a b i l i t y  t o  
t h e  s t a t e .  I t  makes no d i f f e r e n c e  how c a r e f u l l y  
one m othe r  r a i s e s  h e r  boy o r  g i r l ,  i f  h e r  n e i g h ­
b o r ' s  c h i l d  i s  immoral o r  v i c i o u s .
Every  m o the r  and  e v e ry o n e ,  i n  f a c t ,  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  s h o u ld  become a member 
o f  t h e  New O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l  o f  M o th e rs .  The dues— 
t e n  c e n t s  a  y e a r — makes i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  eve ryone  to  
j o i n ,  and  t h e r e  i s  no l i m i t  t o  t h e  power f o r  good 
o f  su c h  an a s s o c i a t i o n  . . . .
The c o n s t r u c t i v e  work o f  t h e  New O r le a n s  C o u n c i l  
o f  M others  i s  t o  have  th e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  e s s e n ­
t i a l s  o f  n u r s i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  e v e ry  g i r l s '  
s c h o o l .  At a  m e e t i n g  on Tuesday ,  March 11, 1919> 
Dr. 0 .  W. B e th e a ,  an  i n s t r u c t i v e  a s  w e l l  a s  an i n ­
t e r e s t i n g  and e n t e r t a i n i n g  s p e a k e r ,  w i l l  a d d r e s s  
t h e  m e e t in g  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  "The N e c e s s i t y  o f  Every  
Woman's Knowing Som eth ing  About N u r s i n g . "
T here  a r e  a l r e a d y  over  200 members o f  t h e  New 
O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l  o f  M others  and P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s ' 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and  t h e r e  s h o u ld  be  a s  many members as  
t h e r e  a r e  m o th e r s ,  f a t h e r s ,  a u n t s ,  u n c l e s ,  and 
t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  c i t y .
S e v e r a l  weeks a f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  m e e t i n g ,  Mrs. 
Browne and M rs .  Fow ler ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  Dr. A l b e r t  D in-  
w id d ie ,  t h e n  p r e s i d e n t  o f  T u lane  U n i v e r s i t y ,  p l a n n e d  a  
m e e t in g  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  c o u n c i l  f o r m a l l y .  I t  was d e c i d e d  
t h a t  f o u r  s p e a k e r s  would be i n v i t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  g ro u p ,  
one r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  home, one t h e  s c h o o l ,  one t h e  c h u r c h ,  
and one t h e  s t a t e ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  a c o m p reh en s iv e  o v e rv iew  
o f  t h e  main  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .
• ^ Times P ica y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  March 9» 1919» 
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The e n t i r e  u n d e r t a k i n g  was a c t i v e l y  and  v i g o r o u s l y  opposed 
by th e  G e n e ra l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Women's C lu b s ,  who were a f ­
f i l i a t e d  w i t h  some n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  The e x i s t i n g  
s c h o o l  c l u b s  had  been o r g a n i z e d  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s e d  p u rp o s e s  
o f  b u y in g  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s  and f o r  p r o v i d ­
in g  a  means by which p a r e n t s  m igh t  b r i n g  p e r s o n a l  g r i e v ­
an ces  a g a i n s t  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  and  t h e  s c h o o l  
b o a r d .  The l e a d e r s  i n  t h e s e  c lu b s  were a l s o  p ro m in en t  i n  
th e  F e d e r a t i o n .
In c le m e n t  w e a th e r  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  th e  m e e t in g  t o ­
g e t h e r  w i th  c o n c e r t e d  o p p o s i t i o n  from t h e  G ene ra l  F e d e ra ­
t i o n  o f  Women's C lubs ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  an a lm o s t  empty assem bly  
h a l l  on th e  T u lane  campus. Of t h e  s p e a k e r s  i n v i t e d ,  on ly  
D oro thy  Dix a p p e a r e d .  S e v e r a l  Boy S c o u t s ,  who were u s h e r s ,  
and a  h a n d f u l  o f  l a d i e s  made up th e  g a t h e r i n g .  Almost 
e v e ry  l a d y  p r e s e n t  was e l e c t e d  to  an o f f i c e .  S e v e r a l  r e ­
f u s e d  f o r  f e a r  o f  becoming a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  an " u n t r i e d ' 1
movement.  However, t h e  g roup  was a c c e p t e d  by th e  N a t i o n a l
11A s s o c i a t i o n  a s  a  c o n g r e s s  u n i t .
Mrs. E. A. Fow ler  was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  New 
O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l .  The o n ly  dues c o l l e c t e d  were t e n  c e n t s  
p e r  member w h ich  were s e n t  t o  th e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g res s .  The 
o r i g i n a l  b y - l a w s  a d o p t e d  r e a d  as  f o l l o w s :
The dues f o r  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  s h a l l  be t e n  c e n t s  
f o r  a c t i v e  members and $1 .00  a  y e a r  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g
1'LFowler, op. c i t . ,  p. 4*
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members.  Ten c e n t s  f o r  each  member s h a l l  be s e t  
a s i d e  a s  dues t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  M othe rs  
and P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s
f o r  membership m ust  be p a s s e d  upon by th e  Member­
s h i p  Com m it tee .12
The l a c k  o f  funds  which  e x i s t e d  as  a r e s u l t  o f  such  
nom ina l  dues made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  g ro u p  to  f u n c t i o n  
e f f e c t i v e l y .  Not on ly  was i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  send  members 
n o t i c e s  o f  m e e t i n g s ,  b u t  i t  became n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r e s i ­
den t  t o  f i n a n c e  p e r s o n a l l y  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l .
A f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  J a n u a r y  20, 1921, shows 
th e  f o l l o w i n g :
Dues p a i d  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s .............................  4 0 .4 0
S t a m p s .............................................................................  1 7 .9 8
S t a t i o n e r y ...................................................................  19*65
Dues p a i d  C i ty  and S t a t e  P ed .  of
Women’ s C lubs ,  N.O. Conf. o f  S o c i a l
W o r k e r s ........................................................................  1 0 .2 5
C a r f a r e  f o r  Boys and  G i r l s  i n  High
School  .  ..............................................................  24*60
F l o r a l  O f f e r i n g s  .....................................................  5*00
Schoo l  E d u c a t i o n a l  Day P r i n t i n g  ......................  7 .0 0
$124*88 !3
T h a t  t h e  New O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l  r e a l i z e d  i t s  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t i e s  as  a c o n g r e s s  u n i t  i s  e v id e n c e d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
th e  C o u n c i l  h ad  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e n  c o m m it t e e s :  E d u c a t io n ,
L i b r a r y ,  H o s p i t a l ,  B i r t h  R e g i s t r a t i o n ,  E x t e n s i o n ,  Home and
School G ardens ,  Home Economics,  C h i l d  H yg iene ,  J u v e n i l e
14C o u r t ,  and  Committee on S t o r y  T e l l i n g .
1 2 I b i d . , p .  5*
■ ^ T r e a s u r e r ' s  P i l e ,  1921, New O r l e a n s  C ounc i l  o f  
M others  and  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s 1 A s s o c i a t i o n .
■^Fowler, op. c i t . ,  p. 6.
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The New O r lea n s  C o u n c i l  a l s o  to o k  p r i d e  i n  b e i n g  
a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  th e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g res s .  Many o f  t h e  p ro ­
grams recommended by t h e  n a t i o n a l  g roup  were i n t r o d u c e d  
i n t o  t h e  New O r lean s  C o u n c i l .  One example o f  t h i s  i n t e r ­
e s t  was t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  "F o u n d e rs '  Day" by th e  New Or­
l e a n s  C o u n c i l . o f  M others  and P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s 1 A s s o c i a t i o n  
on F e b ru a ry  6, 1921.  T h is  was t h e  f i r s t  su ch  o b se rv a n ce  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  and u n iq u e  i n  t h a t  t h e  c e l e b r a ­
t i o n  was h e l d  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  was 
15o r g a n i z e d .  ^
A b r i e f  s tu d y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  New 
O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l  g i v e s  much ev id e n c e  o f  many w o r th w h i le  
p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  g ro u p .  Among them was t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  s e ­
c u r e  more s c h o o l  n u r s e s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  
s i n c e  t h e r e  were on ly  f i v e  s e r v i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s c h o o l  s y s ­
tem . A n o th e r  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  p r o v id e d  t h e  m o th e rs  o f  New 
O r l e a n s  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  Lay N u rs e ry  i n  one o f  
t h e  c i t y ' s  l e a d i n g  d e p a r tm e n t  s t o r e s .  T h is  co n v e n ien c e  
a l l o w e d  m o th e r s  who h a d  no one t o  t e n d  t h e i r  sm a l l  c h i l ­
d r e n  t o  p l a c e  them i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  w h i l e  
t h e y  sh o p p e d .  One o f  t h e  most  s u c c e s s f u l  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  
program s was th e  a f t e r - s c h o o l  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  con­
f i n e d  t o  M i l l i k e n  M em oria l ,  a  c h a r i t y  h o s p i t a l ,  by t e a c h e r  
members o f  t h e  g roup ,  l e d  by t h e  p r i n c i p a l ,  Miss J o s e p h i n e
15I b i d .
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Thomas. B ecause  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p rogram , the  s c h o o l  
h o a r d  a s s i g n e d  a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  i n  t h i s  c h i l d r e n ' s  
h o s p i t a l .  Miss B o s t i c k ,  a  t e a c h e r  i n  McDonough No. 18, 
was t h e  f i r s t  to  h o l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n — w hich  was f o r  p a r t -  
t im e  employment b e g i n n i n g  S ep tem ber ,  1923 .  There  h as  b ee n  
a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e . 1  ̂
O th e r  l o c a l  c o u n c i l s  were b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d  th r o u g h ­
o u t  t h e  s t a t e ,  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  Mrs. M i l to n  
P. H ig g in s ,  N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t  from 1920 to  1923. Mrs. 
W in i f r e d  C a r b e r r y ,  N a t i o n a l  F i e l d  S e c r e t a r y ,  t r a v e l e d  o v e r  
L o u i s i a n a  an d  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  u n i t s .  Some
o f  t h o s e  fo rm ed  a t  t h i s  t im e  were W i n n f i e ld ,  A b b e v i l l e ,
17Hammond, an d  W innsboro.
The New O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v in g  
a s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  composed o f  l o c a l  u n i t s ,  a f f i l i a t e d  
w i t h  th e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re s s .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  i n  November,
1921 ,  Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne, t h e  second  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  New 
O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l ,  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  a l a r g e  m e e t in g  o f  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s  f rom t h e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress ,  p ro m in e n t  e d u c a t i o n ­
a l  l e a d e r s  o f  the  s t a t e ,  and members o f  t h e  l o c a l  u n i t s  a t  
t h e  Grunewald H o te l .  She e x p l a i n e d  t h e  aims and p u rp o s e s  
as  w e l l  a s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  s t a t e  b r a n c h  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re s s .  M rs .  C a rb e r r y  t o l d  o f  th e  ad­
v a n t a g e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Ward
16I b i d .  1 7 I b i d .
41
Anderson o f  Lake C h a r l e s  made th e  m o t io n ,  w hich  was 
seco n d ed  by S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J .  M. Gwinn o f  New O r l e a n s ,  t o
en d o rse  t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -
l AT eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n .
Newspaper p u b l i c i t y  h ad  drawn a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  e v e r -  
i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  s t a t e  b r a n c h  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  The h e a d l i n e  s t o r y  
i n  t h e  J a n u a r y  1, 1922, i s s u e  o f  t h e  Times P icayune  p r o ­
c la im e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
MOVE FOR STATE PARENT-TEACHER BODY IS  GROWING
O r g a n i z a t i o n  O u t s id e  o f  F e d e r a t i o n  
(Woman's Club) i s  P la n n e d  by Women
More th a n  40 P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  
L o u i s i a n a  a r e  a n x io u s  t o  j o i n  a s t a t e  b ra n c h  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  M othe rs ,  and s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  
i n  e v e ry  P a r i s h  a r e  h e l p i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a c c o r d ­
in g  t o  Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne, p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  l o c a l  
C o u n c i l  and r e c e n t l y  a p p o i n t e d  from N a t i o n a l  Head­
q u a r t e r s  to  o r g a n i z e  t h e  s t a t e  b r a n c h .  The new 
s t a t e  body, which  h a s  t h e  end o rsem en t  o f  S t a t e  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  H a r r i s ,  and  o f  s t a t e  
s u p e r v i s o r s ,  i n  a unanimous r e s o l u t i o n  a t  a  r e c e n t  
m e e t i n g ,  i s  e x p e c te d  to  be fo rm ed  n e x t  f a l l ,  Mrs.  
Browne s a i d .  I t  w i l l  be h e r a l d e d  by a  mass m ee t­
in g  F e b ru a ry  17, when Mrs. M i l to n  P .  H ig g in s ,  
N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t ,  w i l l  be a  g u e s t  h e r e ,  and w i l l  
v i s i t  S h r e v e p o r t ,  B a to n  Rouge, and  o t h e r  p o i n t s  i n  
t h e  s t a t e .  "T hroughou t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  s i x  s t a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  L o u i s i a n a ,  t h e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  edu­
c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m s , "  s a i d  Mrs. Browne. " I n d i v i d u a l  
s c h o o l  c l u b s  s h o u ld  b e l o n g  t o  a s t a t e  body, so  t h e y  
w i l l  be a b l e  to  a c t  a s  a  body w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  m a t ­
t e r s  o f  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
and  th e  s c h o o l s .  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  c lu b s  s h o u l d  
be  b r o u g h t  . t o g e th e r  a s  a  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  S t a t e  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  C lu b s .  We s h a l l ,  how eve r ,  c o o p e r a t e  
w i t h  a l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
l 8 I b i d . ,  p .  1 8 .
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P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Depar tm ent  o f  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  
which  Mrs. H. H. G edu ld ig  o f  S h r e v e p o r t  h a s  j u s t  
been  a p p o i n t e d  c h a i r m a n . " ^
The m e e t in g  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t io n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  was h e l d  F e b ru a ry  9 ,  1923, i n  New O r l e a n s ,  w i th  Mrs. 
Browne p r e s i d i n g .  The f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  were e l e c t e d :
P r e s i d e n t
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  a t  L arge  
R e c o r d in g  S e c r e t a r y  
C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y  
T r e a s u r e r  
A u d i to r
D i s t r i c t  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s  







Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne, New O r l e a n s  
Mrs. J .  0 .  M o d i s e t t e ,  J e n n in g s
A. Wren, Baton  Rouge 
W. G as to n ,  New O r le a n s  
W. O u th w a i te ,  New I b e r i a  
T. R ic h a r d s o n ,  B o g a lu sa
Mrs. A. 





Mrs. E. A. F o w le r ,  New O r le a n s  
Mrs. Edwards,  A b b e v i l l e  
Mrs. J .  P .  Wagner, A rc a d ia  
Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  Manheim, Columbia 
Mrs. F. L. P a n t e l l ,  Hammond 
Mrs. S te p h e n  Shea,  Lake C h a r l e s  
Mrs. W. L. McDonald, W i n n f i e l d 20
At t h e  m e e t i n g  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  was drawn up by a 
com m it tee  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  t h a t  p u rp o se  and t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  became a  r e a l i t y .  The Times 
P ic a y u n e  c a r r i e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  m e e t in g :
PARENT TEACHERS OF LOUISIANA JOIN NATIONAL GROUP
New O r l e a n s  Woman i s  Named P r e s i d e n t  
o f  S t a t e  Branch
O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  s t a t e  b r a n c h  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  M others  and  P a r e n t  
T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  was c o m p le te d  y e s t e r d a y  by
^ Times P ic a y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1922, p .  1 .
Fowler ,  op.  c i t . ,  p .  10 .  (A copy o f  t h e  program  
f o r  t h e  m e e t in g  i s  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  A pp en d ix . )
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r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s '  c lu b s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  a t  a c o n f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  Grune- 
w a ld  H o t e l .
Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  New O r le a n s  
c o u n c i l  o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  was unan im ous ly  e l e c t e d  
p r e s i d e n t .  T w e n ty - e ig h t  c i t i e s  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a r e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .
N u t r i t i o n  and  f o o d s ,  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  i n s u r a n c e ,  
and  t h e  p o p u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  s im p le  g r a d u a t i n g  o u t f i t s ,  
p r o j e c t  work and t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l  law s  o f  h e a l t h  a r e  
m a t t e r s  which i n d i v i d u a l  c l u b s  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r ,  a c ­
c o r d i n g  t o  Miss 0 .  H e lb in g ,  s t a t e  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  
home econom ics .
The f o r m a t io n  o f  a  d e t e rm in e d  p u b l i c  o p in io n  was 
t h e  p o i n t  s t r e s s e d  i n  an a d d r e s s  by Dr.  J .  Wykoff, 
Dean o f  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  S o c io lo g y  o f  Tu lane  Uni­
v e r s i t y .  G r e e t i n g s  were e x t e n d e d  by Mrs. Yar­
b o ro u g h ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  P a r e n t  
T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  Miss Anabel  B u rd ic k ,  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Board  o f  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t io n ;  Mayor 
McShane; J .  M. Gwinn, S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  th e  C i t y  
S c h o o l s ;  Mrs. P .  J .  F r i e d r i c h s ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
New O r le a n s  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  C lu b s ;  Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne; 
Judge  Nix o f  t h e  J u v e n i l e  C o u r t  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l s .
Dr.  B. V. D ixon, P r e s i d e n t  E m e r i tu s  o f  Newcomb 
C o l l e g e ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t -  
t e a c h e r  movement w i l l  mean b e t t e r  s c h o o l s  and c h i l ­
d r e n .  Mrs. W i n i f r e d  C a r b e r r y ,  n a t i o n a l  f i e l d  s e c ­
r e t a r y ,  r e p o r t e d  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  o f  r e ­
c e n t l y  o r g a n iz e d  c l u b s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  Mr. 
L in d s a y ,  i n  c h a rg e  o f  s c h o o l  s a v in g s  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  
a l s o  sp o k e .  Music was p r o v id e d  by t h e  g l e e  c lu b  o f  
t h e  E sp la n a d e  High S c h o o l .  G u es ts  and d e l e g a t e s  
were  e n t e r t a i n e d  a t  lu n c h e o n  i n  t h e  Grunewald Cave.
The C h i l d  W e lfa re  M a g az in e , o rg an  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l
C o n g re s s ,  p u b l i s h e d  a r e p o r t  on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e
L o u i s i a n a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  which r e a d
as  f o l l o w s :
From F l o r i d a  we a r e  summoned t o  o r g a n iz e  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i n t o  our  o f f i c i a l  f a m i l y .  Our 
F i e l d  S e c r e t a r y ,  M rs .  W i n i f r e d  C a r b e r r y ,  h as  b een
21Timea P ica y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  F e b ru a ry  10, 1923,
p. 9 .
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t h r o u g h o u t  th e  s t a t e ,  n o t  o m i t t i n g  many o f  t h e i r  
r u r a l  s e c t i o n s ,  and f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  Mrs. V i r g i l  
Browne and Mrs. E. A. Powler have  "been d o ing  p i o n e e r  
work f o r  the  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  th e  
S t a t e .  There i s  g r e a t  e n th u s ia s m  and many d e l e g a t e s  
have come from a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  The o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  New O r lean s  and our  f i e l d  
s e c r e t a r y  hands  over  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  n e a r l y  f o r t y  
A s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  more t h a n  two th o u s a n d  members 
and a  com plete  b o a r d  o f  o f f i c e r s  h ea d ed  by t h e i r  
chosen  S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne. I n  t h e  
name o f  t h e - N a t i o n a l — Congress  o f  M others  and  P a r e n t -  
T ea ch e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  y o u r  N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t  w el­
comes each  o f f i c e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  d e f i n i n g  h e r  
d u t i e s  and f i n a l l y  t u r n s  over  t o  t h e  S t a t e  P r e s i ­
den t  and  h e r  o f f i c e r s  t h e  S t a t e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  whose 
p u rp o se  i t  i s  t o  g ua rd  and  g u id e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and 
t r a i n i n g  of  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  The s t a t e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  Mr. H a r r i s ,  has  s e n t  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e ,  t h e  C i ty  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  Mr. J .  M. Gwinn; t h e  
p r o f e s s o r s  from th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T u lane  have  added  
t h e i r  c o o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  s t a t e  becomes t h e  f o r t y -  
f o u r t h  a c t i v e  member o f  our  f a m i l y . 22
Thus, from a s m a l l  b e g in n in g  i n  1918 ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  to o k  i t s  p l a c e  among t h e  o t h e r
g ro u p s  c o m p r i s in g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  and
T e a c h e r s .  I n  t h e  b r i e f  span o f  f i v e  y e a r s  t h e  i n t e r e s t
and d e d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a few m o th e r s  had shown i n  t h e  w e l f a r e
o f  c h i l d r e n  h a d  grown i n t o  a s t a t e - w i d e  movement d e d i c a t e d
to  promote t h e  h ig h  i d e a l s  o f  t h i s  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
22Mrs. M il to n  H ig g in s ,  “L o u i s i a n a  O rg a n iz e d , "  C h i l d  
W e l fa re  M agaz ine , X V III  ( A p r i l ,  1923) ,  20 .  (A l i s t  o f  i h e  
c h a r t e r  members o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  a p p e a r s  i n  th e  A pp en d ix . )
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B. The P r e s i d e n t s  and T h e i r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  -
1923-1941
Through a b r i e f  resum£ o f  th e  v a r i o u s  programs o f  
work i n i t i a t e d  and c a r r i e d  o u t  by th e  s t a t e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  
p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement, some o f  th e  o u t s t a n d i n g  a c h i e v e ­
ments o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  can  be c i t e d .  Prom th e  e a r l y  
e f f o r t s  o f  a sm a l l  membership  i n  1923 to  t h o s e  o f  an e v e r ­
growing a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 6 0 ! s t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  can  a t t r i b u t e  i t s  ac co m p l ish m en ts  t o  t h e  d e v o te d  
l e a d e r s  who have worked t i r e l e s s l y  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  g o a l s  
and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n — c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t o d a y ’ s s c h o o l s .
Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne, F e b ru a ry  1 9 2 3 -A p r i l  1924
At t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t in g  h e l d  i n  New O r le a n s  
i n  F e b ru a ry ,  1923» "the membership  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  Branch  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  M others  and  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s 1 
A s s o c i a t i o n  chose  Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne, th e n  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  New O r l e a n s  c o u n c i l ,  t o  s e r v e  as  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  
f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t . ^  She h a d  been  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C ongress ,  a lo n g  w i t h  Mrs. E. A. F ow ler ,  as  s t a t e  o r g a n i z e r .  
P r i o r  t o  h e r  work w i t h  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Mrs. 
Browne was v e r y  a c t i v e  a s  a  member o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  
N a t i o n a l  D efense  and  worked v i g o r o u s l y  as  a member o f  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Women's C lu b s .  At t h e  t im e  o f
^ I b i d . , p. 13*
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Mrs. B ro w n e 's  p r e s i d e n c y  t h e r e  was no money i n  t h e  t r e a ­
s u r y ,  no s t a t e  b u l l e t i n ,  no sound s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
s t r u c t u r e  and  l i t t l e  means o f  com m unica t ing  w i t h  o t h e r
24.P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  In  
s p i t e  o f  a l l  o f  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s ,  Mrs. Browne c o n t r i b u t e d  
much t o  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  c a u s e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  
To a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  she d e t e r m in e d  th e  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  Her e n t h u s ia s m  s p r e a d  r a p i d l y .
The f i r s t  s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  o v e r  w hich  Mrs. Browne 
p r e s i d e d ,  was h e l d  i n  B o g a lu s a  i n  A p r i l ,  1924 .  At t h i s  
c o n v e n t io n  t h e  membership a p p ro v ed  an i m p o r t a n t  s t a t e m e n t  
which h a s  r em a in ed  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  P a r e n t -  
Teacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  The c o n v e n t io n  r e p o r t  
q u o te d  i t  t h u s :  "The c l u b s  an d  th e  S t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n
have p l e d g e d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  i n  e v e ry  way w i th  t h e
25s c h o o l s  b u t  n e v e r  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n . "
L o ca l  u n i t s  l i s t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v a r i e d  p r o j e c t s  
which were s u c c e s s f u l l y  u n d e r t a k e n  d u r in g  t h e  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n ' s  f i r s t  y e a r :  ( l )  g i v i n g  books t o  s c h o o l s ;  (2 )  p r o ­
v i d i n g  p la y g ro u n d  equ ipm ent  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s ;  (3)  f u r n i s h ­
i n g  fo o d  and c l o t h i n g  f o r  po o r  c h i l d r e n ;  (4 )  c o n d u c t in g  
n u t r i t i o n  c l a s s e s ,  and (5 )  h e l p i n g  t o  b e a u t i f y  t h e  s c h o o l
24.̂F o w le r ,  op. c i t . ,  p .  15*
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  1924 C o nven t ion ,  B o g a lu s a ,  A p r i l ,  1924*
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2 6g r o u n d s .  P .  H. G r i f f i t h ,  E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a p p e a r e d  on t h e  program 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o n v e n t io n .  H is  speech  was e n t i t l e d  " L e g i s ­
l a t i o n  T h a t  Should  I n t e r e s t  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  
T hroughou t  t h e  S t a t e . "  Miss-Agnes M o r r i s ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Bureau  o f  C h i l d  H yg iene ,  S t a t e  Board  o f  H e a l t h ,  was t h e  
o t h e r  m a in  s p e a k e r .  Two r e s o l u t i o n s  were ad o p ted :
Whereas,  t h e  economic v a l u e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s ­
t i g a t i o n  h as  p ro v en  v a l u a b l e  i n  p l a n t  and an im a l  
l i f e ,  Be I t  R e s o lv e d  t h a t  we, L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  en d o rse  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
a  c h i l d  r e s e a r c h  b u r e a u  a t  ou r  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Uni­
v e r s i t y  and G r e a t e r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e .
Whereas,  many c h i l d r e n  a r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  c h a r i t y  
h o s p i t a l  where a m p u ta t io n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  and, 
w h e re a s ,  t h e r e  i s  no fu n d  f o r  t h e  p u rc h a s e  o f  a r t i ­
f i c i a l  l im bs  on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a r i t y  h o s p i t a l ,  
i n  t h o s e  c a s e s  where t h e  f a m i l y  and f t ' i e n d s  c a n n o t  
a f f o r d  t o  do s o ,  we move t h a t  each  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w r i t e  t h e  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  D epar tm ent  o f  
t h e  c h a r i t y  h o s p i t a l ,  o f f e r i n g  to  g i v e  t h i s  s e ' r v i c e  
t o  any c h i l d  f rom  i t s  to w n .27
D u r in g  h e r  t e n u r e  a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs. Browne made 
two o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  c h i l d  w e l f a r e .  The f i r s t  
o f  t h e s e  was t o  i n t e r e s t  more boys and g i r l s  t o  p u r s u e  
c o l l e g e  s t u d i e s  by h a v i n g  them spend one day a s  h ig h  s c h o o l  
s e n i o r s  on a  c o l l e g e  campus. The New O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l ,  w i t h  
p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  p e t i t i o n e d  T u lan e  
and L o y o la  U n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  p rogram . Tu­
l a n e  r e s p o n d e d  im m e d ia te ly ,  and, some t im e  l a t e r ,  when t h e  
program t h e r e  was open o n ly  t o  boy s t u d e n t s ,  Newcomb
26I b i d .  27I b i d .
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C o l le g e  i n v i t e d  t h e  g i r l s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  E d u c a t i o n a l  
Day, which  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e .  I n  1938 
L oyo la  i n i t i a t e d  a s i m i l a r  p r o j e c t .  The second  o u t s t a n d i n g  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  Mrs. Browne was to  o b t a i n  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  
o f  i n s u r a n c e  companies  i n  p r o v i d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  
a t  s m a l l  premium r a t e s  f o r  p a r e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  
c o l l e g e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A l though  th e  i n s u r ­
ance  com panies  r e a l i z e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  p r o f i t ,  t h e  program 
c r e a t e d  much good w i l l ,  and a t  th e  same t im e  r e s u l t e d  i n  
a v a i l a b l e  fu n d s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  r e a c h i n g  t h e  age o f  e i g h t e e n
pQ
t o  u s e  i n  t h e i r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .
Mrs. B ro w n e_ res ig n ed  h e r  o f f i c e  a t  th e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  c o n v e n t io n  i n  o r d e r  t o  be w i th  h e r  husband ,  who h a d  
been  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Oklahoma. When t h e  Brownes r e t u r n e d  
t o  L o u i s i a n a  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  she renewed h e r  i n t e r e s t  
i n  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  work and made v a l u a b l e  con­
t r i b u t i o n s  t o  b o th  c i t y  and s t a t e  p r o j e c t s .
Mrs. Henry A lcu s ,  A p r i l  19 2 4 -O c to b e r  1927
Mrs. Henry A lcu s  was t h e  unanimous c h o i c e  t o  s u c ­
ceed  Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne as  p r e s i d e n t .  Mrs. A lcus  was 
q u i t e  w e a l t h y  and w e l l  known i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  New O rlean s
f o r  h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Mrs. Fowler  n o t e d  t h a t  sh e
29was g r a c i o u s ,  cha rm ing ,  and l o v e l y .  At t h e  t im e  o f  h e r  
e l e c t i o n  t h e r e  was s t i l l  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  fu n d s  i n  t h e  s t a t e
^ F o w l e r ,  op. c i t . ,  p .  1 6 .  2^I b i d . , p .  21.
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t r e a s u r y  and i t  was s t i l l  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  p r e s i ­
d e n t  to  pay h e r  own e x p e n s e s ,  and ,  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  
t h o s e  of  t h e  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  T h is  c o n c e rn e d  th e  new 
p r e s i d e n t ;  sh e  r e g a r d e d  a s  u n h e a l th y  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which  
o n ly  a p e r s o n  o f  w e a l t h  co u ld  h o l d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  
p r e s i d e n t .  I t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a  means o f  r a i s i n g  o p e r a t ­
i n g  funds  was one o f  t h e  prime n e e d s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
A c c o rd in g ly ,  Mrs. A lcus  founded  t h e  C a r n i v a l  Club, which  
s t a g e d  a b e n e f i t  b a l l  e a ch  y e a r .  The p r o f i t s  from t h i s  
a c t i v i t y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h o s e  r e a l i z e d  f rom t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  b u l l e t i n  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  th e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  a d e q u a t e l y  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 9 3 2 .30
I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement c o n t i n u e d  
t o  s p r e a d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  Under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Mrs.
A lc u s ,  i t  g a i n e d  momentum and i t s  accom pl ishm en ts  were  
b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c .  F a v o ra b le  p u b l i c i t y ,  t e l l i n g  
t h e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  t h e  F a i ren t -T each e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  ap­
p e a r e d  o f t e n  i n  t h e  p a p e r s .  The June  8, 1924» i s s u e  o f  
t h e  Times P ic a y u n e  c o n t a i n e d  an a r t i c l e  which  was an  ex­
ample of  su c h  p u b l i c i t y .  Commenting on t h e  t rem endous  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was p e rh a p s  no o r g a n i z e d  body i n  a  p o s i ­
t i o n  to  a c c o m p l i s h  more f o r  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  and 
i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  towns and  p a r i s h e s  t h a n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a
30I b i d .
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C ounc i l  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  which h a d  h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  
b u s i n e s s  c o n v e n t io n  i n  B o g a lu s a .  Commenting f u r t h e r ,  i t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h ad  been  u n i t e d  e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  
p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  t o  s tu d y  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  and 
to  g iv e  welcomed a i d  t o  s c h o o l s .  Also n o t e d  was t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  and t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had p le d g e d  
th e m s e lv e s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  i n  e v e ry  way— i n  a th o u s a n d  and 
one l i t t l e  ways t o  advance  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  and  b e a u ty  o f  
th e  s c h o o l s . ^ 1
I t  was on t h i s  wave o f  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  th e  work o f  
th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  Mrs.  A lcus  i s s u e d  a  c a l l  f o r  t h e  1925 
c o n v e n t io n  t h a t  was h e l d  i n  New O r l e a n s .  She s a i d :
I  hope t h a t  e v e ry o n e  o f  t h e  s e v e n t y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
w i l l  have r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h i s  ou r  second  a n n u a l  
c o n v e n t io n .  I  hope t h a t  many who a r e  n o t  members 
w i l l  come t o  l e a r n  what we a r e  d o in g .  I s  i t  n o t  
w o r th  t e n  c e n t s  a y e a r  t o  e v e ry  p a r e n t  i n  our  s t a t e  
t o  be p a r t  o f  a  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  number­
i n g  n e a r l y  7 0 0 ,0 0 0  men, women, t e a c h e r s ,  and  c h i l d  
s p e c i a l i s t s  who a r e  w ork ing  f o r  b e t t e r  homes, more 
and b e t t e r  s c h o o l s ,  more c o n s e c r a t e d  p a r e n th o o d ,  
b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  i n  i n d u s t r y  and f o r  
t h e  n e g l e c t e d  c h i l d ,  and f o r  h i g h e r  i d e a l s  f o r  ou r  
c h i l d r e n ?  Our c h i l d r e n  n e e d  u s ,  and  we n e e d  you 
and  you r  h e l p .  W i l l  you n o t  come one,  come a l l ,  t o  
New O r le a n s  f o r  o u r  c o n v e n t io n  . . .  .32
The 1925 c o n v e n t i o n  e n d o r s e d  e v e ry  p ro p o s e d  m easu re
which w ould  promote  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d .  Among t h o s e
s u p p o r t e d  were a  c h i l d  r e s e a r c h  b u r e a u  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d
a t  t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  c h i l d  g u id a n c e  c l i n i c s  t o  be
• ^ Times P ic a y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  Ju n e  8, 1924j P» 10 .  
•^ F o w le r ,  op.  c i t . ,  p .  21.
l o c a t e d  i n  l a r g e  co m m u n i t ie s ,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  music 
and a r t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  in  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  and t h e  m a in te n a n c e  
of w or ld  p e a c e .  J I t  was hoped  t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  b u re a u  
and c l i n i c s  would s o lv e  t h e  problem o f  i l l i t e r a c y  by d e t e r ­
m in ing  i t s  e x t e n t  and c a u s e s .  I t  was b e l i e v e d  by th e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  members t h a t  when c o n d i t i o n s  
a r e  known and r e a l i z e d ,  remedy u s u a l l y  f o l l o w s .  The con­
v e n t i o n  a d o p te d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s :  ( l )  t o  recom­
mend th e  employment o f  a V i s i t i n g  T e a c h e r  i n  each  p a r i s h ;
( 2 ) t o  u rg e  en a c tm en t  o f  t h e  c h i l d  l a b o r  amendment; ( 3) t o  
work f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c h i l d  r e s e a r c h  b u r e a u  a t  
t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  and c h i l d  g u id a n c e  c l i n i c s  i n  a l l  
l a r g e  com m unit ies ;  ( 4 ) to  e n co u ra g e  m u s ic  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and  
a r t  a p p r e i c a t i o n ,  and  (5) t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
L i b r a r y  Com m iss ion .34
From th e  p ro c e e d s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  C a r n i v a l  Dance t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  was a b l e  to  s e n d  n in e  d e l e g a t e s  to  t h e  1925 
N a t i o n a l  Congress  C o n v e n t io n  i n  A u s t in ,  T exas .  I n  r e c o g ­
n i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  i n c r e a s e  i n  membership  a t t a i n e d  by 
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a  b lu e  and g o l d  b a n n e r  was 
awarded  t h e  g roup .
I n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t ,  Mrs. A lcus  announced  t h a t  one 
o f  t h e  m os t  o u t s t a n d i n g  acco m p l ish m en ts  o f  t h e  y e a r  was
- ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  1925 C o n v e n t io n ,  New O r l e a n s ,  A p r i l ,  1925.
34I b id .
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t h e  o p e n in g  o f  a  s t a t e  o f f i c e  on May 1,  1 9 2 5 . ^  Mrs.
Alcus  o b t a i n e d  o f f i c e  s p a c e  from Mayor M a r t i n  Behrman o f  
New O r l e a n s  i n  t h e  Howard Annex B u i l d i n g .  She p a id  t h e  
s a l a r y  o f  a p a r t - t i m e  s e c r e t a r y  and p u b l i s h e d  a t  h e r  own 
expense  t h e  f i r s t  c o n v e n t io n  b u l l e t i n .  The J u n e ,  1925, 
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n  n o t e d  t h e  newly  a c q u i r e d  
o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  comment:
B ecause  o f  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  and  t h e  e x p a n s io n  o f  
i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  h a s  t a k e n  o f f i c e  space  i n  t h e  Howard Annex 
t o  t h e  C i t y  H a l l .  Over t h e  desk  hangs  t h e  b l u e  and 
g o l d  b a n n e r  aw arded  L o u i s i a n a  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Con­
v e n t i o n  i n  A u s t in  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  mem­
b e r s h i p  o f  an a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s . 3°
A lso  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  were
t h e  v a r i o u s  w o r th w h i le  a c co m p l ish m e n ts  o f  l o c a l  u n i t s  f o r
t h a t  y e a r .  Among t h o s e  m en t io n e d  were :  ( l )  t h a t  t h e  C h i ld
W e lfa re  Magazine was u s e d  a t  ev e ry  m e e t in g ;  (2 )  Music Clubs
were o r g a n i z e d ;  (3 )  m i l k  was p r o v id e d  f o r  u n d e r n o u r i s h e d
c h i l d r e n ;  (4 )  f r e e  l u n c h e s  were s e r v e d  t o  t e a c h e r s  d u r in g
work s h o p s ;  ( 5 )  much s u p p o r t  was g iv e n  to  p a s s a g e  o f  a
s t a t e  b i l l  r e q u i r i n g  h e a l t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  m a r r i a g e
l i c e n s e s ;  ( 6 )  a  b r a c e  was p u rc h a s e d  f o r  a  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d
and  p a r t  o f  t h e  f u n e r a l  ex p e n se s  were p a i d  f o r  a n o t h e r ,
and (7 )  when s c h o o l  opened ,  a com m ittee  met a l l  t r a i n s  and
^ N a t i o n a l  C o n g res s  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e T w en ty -N in th  Annual M e e t in g  (W ash ing ton ,
D. ( j . ,  1 9 2 5 ; ,  p .  246.
^ M r s .  Henry A lc u s ,  " P r e s i d e n t ' s  M e ssag e ,"  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n  ( J u n e ,  1925)? P- ! •
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a s s i s t e d  t e a c h e r s  i n  f i n d i n g  s u i t a b l e  hom es .^
Mrs. A lcus  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  h a v in g  s t a t e  
p r e s i d e n t s  w r i t e  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  message to  t h e  l o c a l  u n i t s .  
L a t e r ,  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  o f  a  s t a t e  b u l l e t i n ,  t h e s e  were 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  b u l l e t i n s .  In  t h e  A p r i l ,  1926, b u l l e t i n ,  
Mrs. A lcu s  gave a  resume o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  and a  g l im p s e  a t  i t s  hopes 
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  r e a d :
How good i t  so u n d s ,  t o  h e a r  you s a y in g :  " I  am
ashamed t h a t  I  hav e  been  u n a b le  t o  do m o re ,"  "I  
h a t e  t o  sen d  i n  s u c h  an in c o m p le te  r e p o r t , "  e t c . ,  
e t c .  Such e x p r e s s i o n s  as  t h e s e ,  coming a lo n g  w i th  
y o u r  s p l e n d i d  r e p o r t s ,  r e - a s s u r e  me o f  y o u r  z e a l  
and l o y a l t y  i n  t h e  g r e a t  t a s k  t h a t  f a c e s  u s .  Do 
you r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  o n ly  our  T h i rd  Annual Con­
v e n t i o n ?  We a r e  s t i l l  p a s s i n g  th r o u g h  o u r  O rgan i­
z a t i o n  P e r i o d ,  so l e t  u s  n o t  be d i s c o u r a g e d .  . . . 
We a r e  no l o n g e r  numbered by t h e  t h o u s a n d s ,  b u t  
have  p a s s e d  t h e  m i l l i o n  mark and  e v e ry  S t a t e  i n  t h e  
Union now f e e l s  t h e  h e a r t  b e a t  o f  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T each e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .
Our own S t a t e ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  i s  r e s p o n d i n g  to  our  
e f f o r t s .  Think o f  h a v i n g  a C h i ld  Guidance C l i n i c  
a s s u r e d !  Our g o a l  was a  C h i ld  R e s e a rc h  Bureau  a t  
our  g r e a t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  we a r e  n o t  d i s ­
c o u ra g e d .  I t  w i l l  come. Keep on p u l l i n g  f o r  i t .
Have you v i s i t e d  y o u r  S t a t e  O f f i c e  a t  535 S t .  
C h a r l e s  S t r e e t ,  New O r l e a n s ?  Who would have  th o u g h t  
one y e a r  ago t h a t  we would have  such  an o f f i c e ,  and  
such  a h u n d re d  p e r  c e n t  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  s e c r e t a r y ?  
Mrs. B e r t h e l s o n  i s  y o u r  s e c r e t a r y ,  and w an ts  you t o  
c a l l  upon h e r  f o r  any a s s i s t a n c e  she  can  g i v e .
Think o f  h a v i n g  our  N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t  w i th  u s ,  
i n  p e r s o n !  Think o f  t h e  g r e a t  i n s p i r a t i o n  we a r e  
t o  r e c e i v e  a t  o u r  S t a t e  C o n v en t io n  a t  Hammond! We 
can  n o t  u rg e  enough t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  s e n d in g  d e l e ­
g a t e s  t o  t h i s  C o n v e n t io n ,  as  i t  i s  by t h i s  means we
• ^ N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  Pro 
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  T w en ty -N in th  Annual M e e t in g , p .  248.
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r e c e i v e  the  i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  h e lp  w h ich  we n e e d  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  w o r th w h i le  t h i n g s .  We u r g e  t h a t  e v e r y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  s e n d  a t  l e a s t  one d e l e g a t e  i f  p o s s i b l e .
Think  o f  t h e  p ro g re s s  we have made w i th  o u r  i l ­
l i t e r a c y  p ro b le m s .  During  E d u c a t i o n a l  Week, a  n i g h t  
s c h o o l  was o r g a n i z e d  and t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of  Mrs.  
George J u r g e n ' s  b e a u t i f u l  home a t  1517 E ig h t  S t r e e t ,  
was g iv e n  t o  u s  f o r  a pe rm anen t  s c h o o l .  Twenty-  
f i v e  f o r e i g n - s p e a k i n g  p u p i l s  a re  r e g i s t e r e d .  Your 
p r e s i d e n t  a p p e a l e d  to  you th ro u g h  t h e  Times P ic a y u n e  
t o  t r y  t o  t e a c h  one p e r s o n  t o  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e  d u r i n g  
t h a t  week. I t  i s  n o t  y e t  t o o  l a t e  t o  do your  b i t  
to w a rd  s ta m p in g  ou t  i l l i t e r a c y  in  L o u i s i a n a .  Work 
f o r  a  F e d e ra l  B ureau  o f  E d u c a t io n .  As our Govern­
ment h a s  h e l p e d  u s  th ro u g h  t h e  Depar tm ent  o f  H e a l t h ,  
t h i n k  how we c a n  be h e l p e d  th ro u g h  a  D epartm ent  o f  
E d u c a t io n .  How can any one  q u e s t i o n  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
o f  su ch  a d e p a r tm e n t?  Work f o r  t h e  C h i ld  L abo r  
Amendment. I t  i s  sp o n s o re d  by our N a t i o n a l  O rg a n i ­
z a t i o n .  And l e t  us i n t e r e s t  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  
Summer Round-Up f o r  H e a l t h y ,  Happy Schoo l  C h i l ­
d ren !  . . .38
The h o s p i t a l i t y  ex tended  b y  th e  members of  t h e  Ham­
mond P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  th e  1926 c o n v e n t io n  was 
l a v i s h .  The s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  were e n t e r t a i n e d  i n  th e  homes 
o f  th e  members,  t h e y  w ere  g iven  c o m p l im e n ta ry  t i c k e t s  t o  
t h e  b a n q u e t ,  and a com p l im en ta ry  lu n c h e o n  was g iven  f o r  
v i s i t i n g  d e l e g a t e s .  A lthough  t h e s e  c o u r t e s i e s  were a p p r e ­
c i a t e d ,  t h e y  were t o  be  d i s c o n t i n u e d  b e c a u s e  u n i t s  w i s h i n g  
t o  h o s t  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  such 
e x t r a v a g a n c e .
The 1926 c o n v e n t i o n  gave s u p p o r t  t o  s e v e r a l  c h i l d  
w e l f a r e  p rog ram s:  ( l )  i t  e n d o r s e d  the  S t e r l i n g - R e e d  B i l l
■^Mrs. Henry A lc u s ,  " P r e s i d e n t ' s  M essag e ,"  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n  ( Ju n e ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  p. 1 .  
oq
-^Fowler,  op. c i t . ,  p. 31 •
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d e s ig n e d  t o  r e d u c e  i l l i t e r a c y — which campaign a g a i n s t  i l ­
l i t e r a c y  h a d  "been e n d o r s e d  by th e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  
P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ;  (2 )  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  a s k e d  t h a t  th e  
N a t i o n a l  Congress  work to  r e s t r i c t  t h e  s a l e  o f  f i r e - a r m s  
and a p p o i n t  a  n a r c o t i c s  e d u c a t i o n a l  com m it tee ;  ( 3 ) i t  en­
d o r s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  e x t e n d  k i n d e r g a r t e n s ,  a s  on ly  v e ry  
few p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  h a d  k i n d e r g a r t e n s ,  and ( 4 ) t h e  group  
r e s o l v e d  t o  u rge  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  more p l a y g r o u n d s . 4^ 
R e p o r t s  were r e a d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  each  u n i t .
They r e v e a l e d  such v a r i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  th e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  
$ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0  f o r  p l a y g ro u n d  equ ipm ent  and  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
2 ,000  b o t t l e s  o f  m i lk  by th e  Hammond P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n ;  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  wood and l i g h t  f o r  t h e  Albany 
School  by i t s  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  and  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  
Winnsboro s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  which  had b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e . 4 "̂ 
I n  t h e  an n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  1926, Mrs. A lcus  w ro te  t h a t  
a  c o u n c i l  o f  l o c a l  u n i t s  h a d  been  fo rm ed  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  
composed o f  e l e v e n  a c t i v e  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
r e p o r t  was a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  Summer Round-Up P ro ­
gram t o  be co n d u c te d  i n  L o u i s i a n a ;  f i f t e e n  u n i t s  p a r t i c i ­
p a t e d .  T h e re  were tw e n ty -o n e  c h i l d r e n  examined,  e l e v e n
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  1926 C o n v e n t io n ,  Hammond, A p r i l ,  1926 .
41I b i d .
56
A O
d e f e c t s  found ,  and e i g h t  c o r r e c t e d .
D uring  1927 th e  program  o f  work was c e n t e r e d  m a in ly  
i n  t h e  l o c a l  u n i t s  t h a t  were  p l a n n in g  and w o rk in g  to  im­
prove v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  sc h o o l  program i n  t h e i r  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  l o c a l i t i e s .  Of g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  a l l  was t h e  
co n ce rn  f o r  c h i l d r e n  in v o l v e d  i n  c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s  and  th e  
e x i s t i n g  laws t h a t  g o v e rn ed  such m a t t e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  th e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  need  f o r  e x t e n s i o n  of  l i b r a r y  
s e r v i c e s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .
A c c o rd in g ly ,  a t  t h e  1927 s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n ,  h e l d  in  
Lake C h a r l e s ,  a l l  members and u n i t s  were u r g e d  t o  s t u d y  
th e  c r i m i n a l  law s o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  a f f e c t i n g  
c h i l d r e n .  Two r e s o l u t i o n s  were a d o p t e d .  The f i r s t  r e ­
q u e s t e d  t h a t  Governor Simpson u rge  t h e  S t a t e  Commission ap­
p o i n t e d  t o  s tu d y  s t a t e  c r i m i n a l  laws and p r o c e d u r e s  t o  make 
a s tu d y  o f  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  crime a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  p r o s e c u ­
t i o n .  I n  t h e  second  r e s o l u t i o n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  went on 
r e c o r d  a s  f a v o r i n g  f r e e  c i r c u l a t i n g  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and 
commended th e  work o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L i b r a r y  Commission in  
e x t e n d i n g  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  r u r a l  p e o p le  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p a r i s h  l i b r a r i e s . ^
At t h e  O ctober  27, 1927, b o a r d  m e e t i n g ,  Mrs. A lcus
^ N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  P r o -  
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  T h i r t i e t h  Annual M e e t in g  (W ash ing ton ,  i). C . ,  
1926J , p .  235.
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  1927 C onven t ion ,  Lake C h a r l e s ,  A p r i l ,  1927•
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r e s i g n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  i l l  h e a l t h .  Mrs. C. L. Johnson ,  th e  
f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  su c c e e d e d  h e r  a s  t h i r d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n . ^
As p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - I e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n ,  Mrs. Alcus i s  b e s t  remembered f o r  h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  
t r y i n g  to  r e d u c e  i l l i t e r a c y  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and h e r  a t t e m p t s ,  
even th ough  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  t o  have  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a c h i l d  r e s e a r c h  b u r e a u  com parab le  t o  t h e  
one a t  Iowa S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A l though  Mrs. Alcus was un­
a b l e  t o  r e a l i z e  h e r  dream f o r  a c h i l d  r e s e a r c h  b u re a u ,  she 
d id  g a i n  a f e e l i n g  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  f rom  th e  s u c c e s s  i n  h e r  
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  i l l i t e r a c y .  She e s t a b l i s h e d  a  n i g h t  s c h o o l
f o r  f o r e i g n  a d u l t s  and  th r o u g h  t h i s  program  made g r e a t
45s t r i d e s  i n  r e d u c i n g  i l l i t e r a c y  i n  New O r l e a n s .
Mrs. 0 .  L. Johnson ,  O c to b e r  1 9 2 7 - A p r i l  1928
At t h e  O ctober  27, 1927, b o a rd  m e e t in g  a t  which  Mrs.
A lcus  r e s i g n e d ,  Mrs. C. L. Johnson  a c c e p t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .
Mrs. Jo h n so n ,  young, handsome, and v e r y  g r a c i o u s ,  a c c e p t e d
t h e  p o s t  w i t h  m i s g i v i n g s  as  she  f e a r e d  t h a t  she had  n e i t h e r
46th e  t im e  n o r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  means t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  demanded.
As a r e s i d e n t  f o r  y e a r ^  o f  a sm a l l  community ( B o g a lu s a ) ,
^ F o w l e r ,  op.  c i t . ,  p .  35* ■
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  M ee t ing  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  M anagers , A l e x a n d r i a ,  O c to b e r  4,
^ F o w l e r ,  l o c .  c i t .
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she  u n d e r s t o o d  th e  r u r a l  p rob lem  and th e  r u r a l  c i t i z e n  a s  
p e r s o n s  from a  l a r g e  c i t y  c o u ld  n o t .
Under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Mrs. Johnson ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a d o p te d  a s  two main o b j e c t i v e s  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  l i b r a r y  i n  e v e ry  p a r i s h  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a t e a c h e r s '  c o l l e g e  a t  Tulane  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  New O r l e a n s . M r s .  J o h n s o n ' s  most  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  as  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t  was th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  a  s t a t e  b u l l e t i n ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n . 
I t s  p u rp o se  was t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom  n a t i o n a l  and 
s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  t o  l o c a l  u n i t s .  Prom t h i s  t im e  u n t i l  t h e  
p r e s e n t  ( w i t h  few i n t e r r u p t i o n s )  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  
had  a s t a t e  b u l l e t i n .  Mrs. Johnson  a p p o i n t e d  Mrs. M. K. 
Thomen t o  a c t  as  th e  f i r s t  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  b u l l e t i n .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  r e p o r t  o f  th e  f i r s t  b u l l e t i n  s t a f f  as  g iv e n  
by Mrs. Thomen:
Our P r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs. Jo h n so n ,  a p p o i n t e d  me as  
cha i rm an  of  t h e  m ag az in e .  O th e r  members on t h e  
s t a f f  a r e  Mrs. Pow le r ,  Mrs. B l a n c h a r d ,  Mrs. Shuey, 
and t h e  C onven t ion  Chairman, Mir s .  I .  M. R ic h a r d s o n .
Work on t h e  f i r s t  copy begem b e f o r e  C a r n i v a l  and 
i n c l u d e d  such  v a r i e d  t a s k s  a s  s o l i c i t i n g  a d s ,  c o l ­
l e c t i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  e d i t i n g  copy and f i n a l l y  t a k i n g  
a l l  t o  t h e  p r i n t e r .
D uring  th e  E a s t e r  v a c a t i o n  we a d d r e s s e d  maga­
z i n e s  and to o k  them to  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  t o  be 
w eighed ,  s tam ped ,  and s h i p p e d . 49
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  1928 C o n v e n t io n , Minden, A p r i l ,  1928 .
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inutes  o f  
t h e  M ee t ing  o f  t h e  B oa rd  o f  M an ag e rs , A l e x a n d r i a ,  O c to b e r  
27, 1927.
49I b id .
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At t h e  same b o a r d  m e e t in g ,  th e  com m ittee  on m u s ic ,  
composed o f  Mrs.  N. S.  Young, Mrs. Eva B e renson ,  M rs .  L. T. 
R i c h a r d s o n ,  and  a Mrs. E s t e s ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  which 
was a d o p t e d  by th e  b o a r d  a s k i n g  t h a t  a r t  and music be 
t a u g h t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  The recommendations o f  t h i s  
com m it tee  were  a l s o  e n d o r s e d  by th e  S t a t e  Board o f  Music 
and a c c e p t e d  by the  S t a t e  B oa rd  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  The recom ­
m e n d a t io n s  w ere :
(1 )  A l l  e l e m e n t a r y  t e a c h e r s  a r e  t o  be t a u g h t  
r u d i m e n t s  o f  m u s ic  and have  p r a c t i c e  in  s i n g i n g  
songs  s u i t a b l e  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l s .
( 2 )  P a r i s h  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  and  p r i n c i p a l s  a r e  
t o  r e q u i r e  e l e m e n t a r y  t e a c h e r s  t o  t e a c h  c h i l d r e n  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  music and g iv e  d a i l y  p r a c t i c e  in  
s i n g i n g  songs .
( 3 )  P a r i s h  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  be u rg e d  t o  
employ competeri t  music s u p e r v i s o r s  i n  th e  l a r g e r  
c i t y  sy s tem s  who s h a l l  g i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  h i g h  
s c h o o l s  and d i r e c t  t e a c h i n g  o f  m u s ic  i n  e l e m e n ta r y  
g r a d e s .50
Again i n  1928, a s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  th e  P a r e n t -  
T ea c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p rogram  o f  work em phas ized  t h e  im­
provem ent  o f  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  by th e  i n d i v i d u a l  
u n i t s .  The f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  1928 c o n v e n t io n ,  
h e l d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  L o u i s i ­
ana ,  a t  Minden,  was t h e  r e p o r t s  by l o c a l  p r e s i d e n t s  on th e  
y e a r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s t a t e  u n i t s .
The p r o j e c t s  l i s t e d  h e r e w i t h  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  t y p e s  
o f  p r o j e c t s  u n d e r t a k e n  by l o c a l  u n i t s :
50I b i d .
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(1)  Kentwood PTA s p e n t  $50 on a c c e s s o r i e s  f o r  
th e  p r i n c i p a l ' s  o f f i c e ;
(2 )  R o s e la n d  PTA b o ugh t  a  p ia n o  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ;
(3 )  Hammond PTA p le d g e d  $500 t o  huy books f o r  
th e  l i b r a r y  and c l a s s  rooms and h a d  p a i d  th e  s a l a r y  
o f  a m usic  t e a c h e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  g roup  had  
b o u g h t  c h a r t s ,  t a b l e s ,  and  a t r a s h  b u r n e r ,  and w i th  
th e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h i ld  W e l fa re  A s s o c i a t i o n  
had  s e c u r e d  a v i s i t i n g  d e n t i s t ,  who t r e a t e d  s e v e r a l  
h u n d re d  c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  ch a rg e ;
(4 )  S p r i n g h i l l  b o u g h t  s h ru b b e ry  and books f o r  
i t s  s c h o o l . 51
A " s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n "  i n  t h e  form  o f  an e v a l u a t i v e  
su rv e y  was t a k e n  a t  t h i s  c o n v e n t io n  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e te rm in e  
th e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The su rv e y  o f  
members showed t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a r e a s  
o f  d e f i c i e n c y :  ( l )  s t e p p i n g  beyond t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f
th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  (2 )  po o r  l e a d e r s h i p ;  (3 )  p o o r ly  p la n n e d  
p rog ram s;  (4 )  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  com m it tees  i n  t h e i r  work;
(5) p o o r  a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  member,
c o
and ( 6 )  f a i l u r e  o f  t e a c h e r s  t o  c o o p e r a t e .
Mrs. C. L. Jo h n so n  r e s i g n e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  
c l o s e  o f  t h i s  c o n v e n t io n .  B e fo re  do ing  so she gave t h i s  
f i n a l  r e p o r t  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n :
The y e a r ' s  work j u s t  end ing  f o r  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T ea c h e rs  h a s  been  one o f  few 
o u t s t a n d i n g  a c c o m p l ish m e n ts ,  b u t  o f  a v e r y  s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y  growth  and  development i n  t h e  f o u r  d e p a r t ­
ments  upon w hich  s p e c i a l  em phasis  had  been  p l a c e d ,
■ ^ L o u is i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
th e  1928 C o n v e n t io n ,  Minden, A p r i l ,  1928 .
52I b id .
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t h a t  o f  e x t e n s i o n ,  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e ,  home s e r v i c e ,  
and h e a l t h .
I n d i v i d u a l  membership  i n c r e a s e d  by 1 ,8 2 7 .  There 
were 22 new a s s o c i a t i o n s  formed making a  t o t a l  o f  
92 t o  d a t e .  This  i s  good c o n s i d e r i n g  L o u i s i a n a  i s  
on ly  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d .
T h is  y e a r ' s  p ro m o t io n  of  h e a l t h  h a s  been a  b i g  
f a c t o r  i n  a lm o s t  e v e ry  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .  S e v e n ty -  
f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have had  some 
form o f  e x a m in a t io n  f o r  th e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  
s c h o o l  and community. T h is  y e a r  a g r e a t  many of  
t h e s e  w i l l  have t h e  Summer Round-Up as  d i r e c t e d  by 
th e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s . 53
Mrs. George P. Meade, A p r i l  1 9 2 8 -A p r i l  1932
Mrs. George P .  Meade became t h e  f o u r t h  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  She was chosen  
a t  t h e  1928 c o n v e n t io n  h e l d  i n  Minden to  s u c c ee d  Mrs. C. L. 
Jo h n so n ,  who r e s i g n e d  a t  t h a t  t im e .  The Ju n e ,  1928, 
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - I e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  p r i d e  and 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  membership  i n  h a v i n g  Mrs. Meade a t  t h e  
helm, a s  e v id e n c e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x c e r p t :
The S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t o  be c o n g r a t u l a t e d  on 
h a v in g  a s  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t  so a b l e  a  woman a s  Mrs. 
Meade o f  Gramercy. L o u i s i a n a  i s  l a r g e l y  a r u r a l  
s t a t e  and Mrs. M ead e 's  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a  sm a l l  com­
m un i ty  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i t s  h e r  t o  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p ro b lem s  o f  t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l .  Her 
p o s i t i o n  on t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n  a l s o  k eeps  
h e r  i n  c l o s e  to u c h  w i t h  t h e  whole s c h o o l  sy s tem  o f  
th e  s t a t e  and  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  She h a s  
b ee n  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s i n c e  i t s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  h a s  a t t e n d e d  e v e ry  c o n v e n t io n ,  and 
h a s  won t h e  lo v e  an d  c o n f id e n c e  and  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n . 54
53I b i d .
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n ,  I I  ( J u n e ,  
1928 ) ,  1 .
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Mrs. Meade, a g r a d u a t e  o f  Peabody C o l le g e  who be­
came a  member o f  t h e  Peabody Board  o f  T r u s t e e s  i n  1947, 
h a d  been  a t e a c h e r  b e f o r e  she m a r r i e d  and knew a t  f i r s t  
h a n d  some o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p ro b lem s .  Her h u sb an d  a l s o  h ad  a  
deep  i n t e r e s t  i n  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  work and was 
v e r y  h e l p f u l .  I n  1927 Mrs. Meade was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Board  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  i n  1936 she  was e l e c t e d  
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B oard ,  and in  1952 she became t h e  
f i r s t  and o n ly  woman ev e r  t o  s e r v e  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Board  o f  E d u c a t io n .  The November, 1927, 
i s s u e  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  Teachers*  A s s o c i a t i o n  
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  Governor 0 .  H. Simpson on h i s  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  
Mrs .  Meade t o  t h e  S t a t e  B oa rd  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  The a r t i c l e  
r e p o r t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
The J o u r n a l  w is h e s  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  Governor 0 .  H. 
Simpson f o r  a p p o i n t i n g  Mrs. E l e a n o r  H. Meade t o  a 
p l a c e  on t h e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n  t o ~ ' r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  Second C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t .  While a l a r g e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  women, Mrs.  Meade i s  
t h e  f i r s t  woman who h a s  e v e r  s e r v e d  a s  a member o f  
t h e  body t h a t  d i r e c t s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  
t h e  s t a t e .  Her p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e  
as  a  t e a c h e r ,  i n t e r e s t  i n  L o u i s i a n a ' s  s c h o o l  p r o b ­
lem s ,  and c o n s t a n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l s  make 
h e r  a most  v a l u a b l e  member.
Mrs.  Meade, t h e  w i f e  o f  George H. Meade, man­
a g e r  o f  th e  C o l o n i a l  Sugar  R e f i n i n g  Company-of 
Gramercy i n  S t .  James . P a r i s h ,  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  
Peabody C o l l e g e ,  and h a s  h ad  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p e r i ­
ence a s  a  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r .
One who h a s  h ad  s u c h  an  i n t i m a t e  and  r e c e n t  con­
t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p ro b lem s  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r ,  a s  
h a s  Mrs. Meade, w i l l  be a  m ost  v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  B oa rd .
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I n  h e r  t h e  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  f i n d  a  warm f r i e n d  and 
s y m p a th e t i c  c o u n s e l l o r .55
One o f  th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  a c t s  p e r fo rm e d  by Mrs.  
Meade as  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  was t o  a c c e p t  an i n v i t a t i o n  e x t e n d e d  by P. H. 
G r i f f i t h ,  E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s 1 
A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n  a P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  column 
i n  t h a t  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  j o u r n a l .  The S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
f i r s t  e n t r y  i n  the  j o u r n a l  was i n  November, 1928:
At t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  Mr. G r i f f i t h ,  y o u r  ex ecu ­
t i v e  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  i s  a c c o r d e d  a  d e p a r tm e n t  i n  t h i s  J o u r n a l .  
T h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  k e e p in g  our  aims and our  work 
b e f o r e  th e  t e a c h e r s  o f  th e  s t a t e  i s  p r o fo u n d ly  ap­
p r e c i a t e d  and  we hope t o  p r e s e n t  t o  you so m e th in g  
o f  r e a l  v a l u e  each  month.
P o s s i b l y  o u r  b e s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  i n  
L o u i s i a n a  would  be i n  t h e  words o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  
a d o p t e d  by t h e  NEA M in n e a p o l i s  m e e t in g  i n  J u l y :
"No g r e a t e r  movement i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
h a s  been  f o s t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  a cen ­
t u r y  t h a n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n s .  T h i s  movement h a s  f o r  i t s  p u rp o se  t h e  
w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n .  I t  h a s  h e l d  s t e a d f a s t l y  t o  
t h i s  h ig h  en d e av o r  and  has  become one o f  t h e  most  
e f f i c i e n t  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  p ro m o t io n  o f  a l l  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  which c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  t r a i n i n g  
o f  t h e  c h i l d  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  home, s c h o o l ,  
c h u r c h  and s t a t e .  I n  e v e ry  commonwealth i t  e x e r t s  
much i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  and i n  
t h e  a s su m p t io n  o f  a  p r o p e r  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  e x t r a ­
c u r r i c u lu m  s u b j e c t s .  W ithou t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  t h e r e  
w ould  have b e e n  l e s s  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  s e c u r i n g  o f  
a d e q u a te  fu n d s  f o r  b u i l d i n g s ,  equ ipm ent  and main­
t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  The s o c i a l  i n t e r ­
c o u r s e  o f  p a r e n t s  and  t e a c h e r s  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a 
b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  c h i l d  n a ­
t u r e  and b e i n g s  w i t h  u n i t e d  a c t i o n  i n  e v e ry  com­
m u n i ty  r e s u l t i n g  i n  democracy i n  e d u c a t i o n . "
*^"A Woman on t h e  S t a t e  Board  o f  E d u c a t i o n , "  J o u r n a l  
o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  V (November,”1 9 ^ 7 7 7
w .-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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The NEA commends t h i s  g r e a t  a s s o c i a t i o n  upon t h e  
work' a l r e a d y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  and a s s u r e s  i t s  c o o p e ra ­
t i o n  i n  a l l  e f f o r t s  t o  promote a  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  be tween  t h e  home and  s c h o o l . 56
I n  a s u b s e q u e n t  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  Journa l o f
th e  L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n , Mrs. Meade s t a t e d  h e r
v iews on an i s s u e  which  was e v i d e n t l y  p r o b l e m a t i c  a t  t h e
t im e and  which  i s  one o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e  P a r e n t -
T eacher  movement f i n d s  i t s e l f  s t i l l  c o m b a t t in g  to d a y .  She
w ro te :
I t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  some o f  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  a r e  n o t  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  work 
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  e d u c a t o r s  a r e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .
I n  some few i n s t a n c e s  i t  i s  n o t  o n ly  i n d i f f e r e n c e  
t h a t  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  b u t  a c t u a l  a n ta g o n is m  t o  any 
movement to w ard  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n s  .
T h is  i s  h a r d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  so many o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  t h i s  work a r e  fo rm e r  
t e a c h e r s  whose i n t e r e s t s  and t r a i n i n g  make them 
p e c u l i a r l y  f i t t e d  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t h a t  s t r i v e s  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  t e a c h e r  and t h e  
p a r e n t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  c h i l d .  Mrs. S. M. N. 
M a r r s ,  w i f e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Educa­
t i o n  i n  Texas ,  and  a fo rm er  t e a c h e r ,  i s  now P r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and 
T e a c h e r s .  Mrs.  Henry A lcu s ,  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  P r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
and  a l s o  t h e  p r e s e n t  incum ben t ,  were b o th  t e a c h e r s .  
F u r th e rm o re ,  m ost  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  l o c a l  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n s  a r e  women who t a u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e y  were m a r r i e d .
The NEA h a s  g i v e n  i t s  stamp o f  a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Movement as  q u o te d  i n  t h i s  column i n  
t h e  November i s s u e .  Your own S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  
t h e  Hon. T. H. H a r r i s ,  i s  back  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s  a r e  many o t h e r  f i n e  e d u c a t o r s  i n  
t h e  S t a t e .
The H o n o rab le  John  J .  T i g e r t ,  f o rm e r  U n i te d
^ E l e a n o r  H. Meade, " L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n ,  " J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n , 
VI (November, 1 9 2 8 ) ,  42 .
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S t a t e s  Commissioner o f  E d u c a t io n ,  h as  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  
a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  Movement i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  words 
w h ic h  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  aims and p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n .
" I  am much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  work o f  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T ea c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  and h e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  h o l d s  a 
w e l l - n i g h  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  p l a c e  i n  our  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m .  Through i t  t h e  p a r e n t  i s  e n a b le d  t o  know 
t h e  sc h o o l  and th e  t e a c h e r  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  i n  a 
b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  problems which 
t h e  t e a c h e r  e n c o u n t e r s  i n  h e r  d a i l y  work, and  to  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n eed s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s .  On th e  o th e r  
h a n d  i t  p e r m i t s  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  know th e  p a r e n t  and 
t o  g a i n  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  th e  home l i f e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  
w h ich  i t  w ould  be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  h e r  to  o b t a i n  o t h e r ­
w i s e ,  and t h u s  she  i s  a b l e  t o  d e a l  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  
and  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  w i t h  th e  c h i l d .
The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  Movement h a s  t h u s  
f a r  a c c o m p l ish e d  an enormous amount o f  good f o r  t h e  
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  o f  America  and i s  r a p i d l y  e x t e n d in g  
i t s  i n f l u e n c e  a l l  ove r  t h e  c o u n t r y . "
P o s s i b l y  a  few l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  have meddled
i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  I f  
s u c h  i s  t h e  f a c t  be a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h a t  i s  n o t  th e  
p o l i c y  of  t h e  S t a t e  and  N a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  
p rogram  o f  which  works s o l e l y  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  
t h e  p a r e n t  and  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  b e s t  way s u i t e d  to  
t h e  l o c a l  n e e d s . 57
The 1929 c o n v e n t io n ,  h e l d  i n  Monroe, was h i g h ­
l i g h t e d  by  th e  r e - e l e c t i o n  o f  Mrs. Meade t o  a f u l l  t h r e e -  
y e a r  te rm  as  p r e s i d e n t .  T here  were two h u n d red  and  seven 
d e l e g a t e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  m e e t in g ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  and 
most s u c c e s s f u l  t h u s  f a r  c o n d u c te d  by t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n .  T h i s  s i x t h  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t io n  chose  "A dult  E d u c a t io n "
a s  i t s  theme b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  i l l i t e r a c y  
which h a d  been  l a u n c h e d  by t h e  S t a t e  D epar tm en t  o f
•^M rs .  George Meade, " L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n ,  Branch  o f  N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  
T e a c h e r s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s 1 A s s o c i a t i o n , 
VI ( F e b r u a r y ,  1929)» 4
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E d u c a t io n .  The L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i th  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  T. H.
H a r r i s ,  p le d g e d  to  g i v e  every a s s i s t a n c e  p o s s i b l e  i n  th e
d r iv e  a g a i n s t  i l l i t e r a c y  in  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n
w i th  t h i s  theme th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a d o p ted  a s  i t s  s lo g a n  f o r
58t h e  y e a r ,  "Each One Teach One."
The i n t e n s i v e  campaign t o  stamp o u t  i l l i t e r a c y  was 
c a r r i e d  t o  th e  1930 c o n v e n t io n ,  which was h e l d  i n  J e n n i n g s .  
At t h e  open ing  s e s s i o n ,  Mrs. Meade r e p o r t e d  t h a t  92 a s s o ­
c i a t i o n s  had  p r e s e n t e d  programs on i l l i t e r a c y  and t h a t  47 
u n i t s  had  t a u g h t  i l l i t e r a t e s  o r  p l a c e d  i l l i t e r a t e s  in  
s c h o o l  c l a s s e s .  The i l l i t e r a t e s  were t a u g h t  i n  c l a s s e s  
s e t  up by t h e  S t a t e  Departm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  under  a  p ro ­
gram known a s  Adult E d u c a t io n .  These c l a s s e s  were con­
d u c ted  by p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  u s u a l l y  a t  n i g h t .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  1929-30, 4»004 a d u l t s  were t a u g h t  
t o  r e a d  and w r i t e  by members o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n ,  t h u s  f r e e i n g  t h e  s t a t e  f rom  th e  expense  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s e s  f o r  them. In  s p e a k in g  t o  t h e  con­
v e n t i o n ,  Mr. P.  H. G r i f f i t h  commended t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n
f o r  i t s  work: "This h a s  been t h e  most v i g o r o u s  s t a t e - w i d e
59i l l i t e r a c y  program e v e r  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . "
•^M rs.  George Meade, " L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n ,  " J o u r n a l  o f  L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s 1 A s s o c i a t i o n , VI 
(March, 1929)> 44.
• ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
t h e  1930 Conven tion ,  J e n n in g s ,  A p r i l ,  1930 .
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The need  f o r  r e v i s i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a ' s  e x i s t i n g  mar­
r i a g e  l a w s  was "brought t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  1930 con­
v e n t i o n  "by th e  New O r le a n s  C o u n c i l .  Under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
o f  th e  p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs. P .  A. B la n c h a rd ,  t h e  c o u n c i l  h ad  
done c o n s i d e r a b l e  work on t h e  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  b r i n g i n g  i t  t o  
t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .
Mr. E b e rh a rd  D e u ts c h ,  an a t t o r n e y ,  had  a t  Mrs.  
B l a n c h a r d ' s  r e q u e s t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  a new law  th e  p r i n ­
c i p l e s  f o r  which t h e  c o u n c i l  s t o o d ,  which  were :  (1 )  r a i s ­
i n g  t h e  age  l i m i t  f o r  m a r r i a g e  from 12 t o  16 f o r  g i r l s  and 
f o r  boys from 14 t o  18, and  (2)  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  a l a p s e  o f  
f i v e  days  be r e q u i r e d  b e tw een  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  
and  i t s  i s s u a n c e .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  th e  New O r le a n s  C o u n c i l ,  Mrs. Meade a p p o i n t e d  a  commit­
t e e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e v i s i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  law s  o f  
L o u i s i a n a .  T h is  com m it tee  was t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  1931 con­
v e n t i o n .  The M a r r ia g e  B i l l  as  a d o p te d  by t h e  1931 conven­
t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  1932 s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  
A l l  l o c a l  u n i t s  worked f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  and
such  g ro u p s  as  s o c i a l  w o rk e r s  made i t  a p a r t  o f  t h e  l e g i s -
60l a t i v e  a g e n d a .  The b i l l  became law  i n  1934 .
I n  1930 t h e  School  Board  o f  New O r l e a n s ,  i n  an  a c ­
t i o n  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  1918,  added  one h o u r  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  day .  
The New O r le a n s  C o u n c i l ,  w i t h  Mrs. P .  A. B la n c h a rd  a s
60ibid.
p r e s i d e n t ,  p r o t e s t e d  and  t h e  Board  r e v e r s e d  i t s  d e c i s i o n .  
The New O r l e a n s  Branch o f  t h e  American A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Uni­
v e r s i t y  Women and t h e  New O r l e a n s  C o u n c i l  made a s tu d y  o f  
t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  s e c u r i n g  t h e  o p in io n s  o f  such  well-known 
s p e c i a l i s t s  a s  Dr. W. W. B u t t e r w o r t h ,  n o t e d  New O r lean s  
p e d i a t r i c i a n ;  Dr. Ren4 C raw ford ,  c h i l d  s p e c i a l i s t ;  Dr.
Ralph  Boothby ,  h e a d m a s te r  o f  Country  Day Schoo l;  Dr. Doug­
l a s  A nderson ,  Dean o f  t h e  C o l le g e  o f  E n g in e e r i n g ,  T u lan e ;  
Dr. John  F l e t c h e r  and P r o f e s s o r  Dagne Sunne, p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  
T u la n e .  There  were d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p in io n  a s  t o  some de­
t a i l s , ,  b u t  t h e  c o n s en su s  was t h a t  t h e  l e n g t h e n e d  sc h o o l  
day was n o t  i n  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c h i l d .
I n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  Mrs. 
Meade p o i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  many o f  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  found  th e m s e lv e s  w i th  o n ly  h a l f  t h e  num­
b e r  o f  members t h a t  were r e g i s t e r e d  th e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  
However, i n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  many w o r th w h i le  p r o j e c t s  were 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  co m p le ted  by t h e  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  S e v e r a l  
a r e a s  o f  t h e  program w hich  were n o t a b l e  a c h iev e m en ts  o f  
th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  were o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t :  ( l )  I n  t h e
f i e l d  o f  r e l i e f  work, made n e c e s s a r y  by t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  and  
s e v e r e  d ro u g h t  t h a t  s t r u c k  t h e  s t a t e ,  many c h i l d r e n  were 
f e d  and  c l o t h e d ;  (2)  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  an a p p e a l  f o r  a c c r e d i ­
t a t i o n  o f  more s c h o o l s ,  by t h e  S t a t e  D epar tm en t  o f
61 L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  M e e t in g  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  M anagers , A le x a n d r i a ,  O c to b e r ,  
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E d u c a t io n ,  many l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  p r o v id e d  funds  f o r  p u r ­
c h a s in g  books and o t h e r  equipm ent  n eeded  t o  improve th e  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l s ;  (3)  c o o p e r a t i o n  be tw een  th e  
L o u i s i a n a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Music Clubs and t h e  L o u i s i a n a  Con­
g r e s s  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T ea c h e rs  d id  much to  s t r e s s  t h e  n eed  
f o r  and  v a l u e  o f  m us ic  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ;  and (4 )  t h e  s t r i d e s
made by t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  c o m b a t t in g  i l l i t e r a c y  i n  L o u i s i -
Fi Pana were s i n g l e d  o u t .
I n  open ing  th e  1931 c o n v e n t io n  in  S h r e v e p o r t ,  Mrs. 
George P .  Meade, S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t ,  s t r e s s e d  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  
o f  t h e  theme chosen  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n t io n ,  "The Wise Use o f  
L e i s u r e . "  Mr. Edward P e t t e t ,  L o u i s i a n a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
P la y g ro u n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  America ,  a l s o  spoke on t h e  sub­
j e c t .
O u t s t a n d in g  i t e m s  i n  Mrs. M eade 's  c o n v e n t io n  r e p o r t  
were  t h a t  165 a s s o c i a t i o n s  were f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
w i th  a membership o f  1 0 ,2 1 4 ;  t h a t  many needy  f a m i l i e s  had  
been  h e l p e d  d u r in g  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d e p r e s s i o n  by l o c a l  u n i t s ;  
t h a t  s t a t e  cha i rm en  h ad  d i s t r i b u t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  from th e  
n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ;  t h a t  l e c t u r e s  
i n  a c c r e d i t e d  c o u r s e s  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Normal and  Tulane 
U n i v e r s i t y  had  been  g iv e n  by Mrs. Meade.
^ N a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  P r o ­
c e e d in g s  o f  th e  T h i r t y - F o u r t h  Annual M eet ing  (W ash ing ton ,  
D .O .,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  p .  255*
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
t h e  1932 C o n v en t io n ,  S h r e v e p o r t ,  A p r i l ,  1932 .
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T h re e  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  were a d o p te d  a t  t h e  
1932 c o n v e n t io n  i n  S h r e v e p o r t .  One r e s o l u t i o n  p ro p o s e d  to  
p e t i t i o n  members o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  r e v i s ­
in g  th e  m a r r i a g e  la w s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  The con­
v e n t i o n  f u r t h e r  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  an e d u c a t i o n a l  g u id a n ce  
c o u n s e l l o r  sh o u ld  be  a p p o i n t e d  i n  e v e ry  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n
L o u i s i a n a ,  and t h a t  a s i x t h  g rade  e d u c a t i o n  o r  e i g h t  y e a r s
64-i n  s c h o o l  be  r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  c h i l d r e n  a p p l y i n g  f o r  work.
Of g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  t h e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n  was 
th e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  Mrs. Meade as p r e s i d e n t .  Her u n t i r i n g  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  th e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  was e v i ­
denced by s e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  c h i l d  w e l f a r e .  
Among t h e  more s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  t h e s e  were t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
1 .  An i n c r e a s e  i n  m em bersh ip .
2 .  A v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  d r iv e  t o  d e c r e a s e  i l l i t e r a c y .
3 . P r o g r e s s  to w a rd  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  law, 
a  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e  
s t a t e .
4 . The e f f o r t  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  more and  b e t t e r  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  p a r i s h  l i b r a r i e s .
5 .  The f i r s t  s t a t e  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  o f  P a r e n t -  
Teacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  p rogram s by t h e  S h r e v e p o r t  C o u n c i l  
w i th  M rs .  S. C. S te v e n s  a s  ch a i rm an .
64T b id .
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6. D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n t o  e i g h t  d i s t r i c t s ,  
each  h a v i n g  a c h a i r m a n .
7 .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  two p a r i s h  c o u n c i l s ,  Caddo
65and B o s s i e r ,  and s i x  c i t y  c o u n c i l s .  ^
I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  dev o ted  s e r v i c e  o f  Mrs. Meade 
to  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  Gramercy 
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  i t s  F o u n d e r s '  Day c e l e b r a ­
t i o n  on F e b ru a ry  18 ,  1954-, ho n o red  h e r  a t  a t e s t i m o n i a l  
6 fid i n n e r .  The L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n  commented
i n  an a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  ev e n t :
F r i e n d s  came o r  s e n t  m essages  f rom a l l  o v e r  th e  
s t a t e  t o  pay t r i b u t e  t o  Mrs. Meade, whose name had  
become synonymous w i t h  Youth and Schoo l  Work. The 
p e o p le  o f  L o u i s i a n a  a r e  i n d e e d  i n d e b t e d  to  t h i s  
w o n d e r fu l  woman f o r  h e r  u n s e l f i s h  work and accom­
p l i s h m e n t s  f o r  o t h e r s .
Mrs.  M eade 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  d id  n o t  end w i t h  h e r  r e t i r e m e n t .  She s e r v e d  a s  a mem­
b e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board  o f  M anagers ,  and i n  1946 was e l e c t e d  
s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r ,  a  p o s t  w h ich  she h e l d  u n t i l  1953* Mrs.
J .  S. G o f f ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  i n  1953, w ro te  a l e t t e r  to  t h e  members o f  t h e  S t a t e  
Board  o f  Managers i n  r e g a r d  t o  Mrs. M eade 's  r e s i g n a t i o n  as  
s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .  The l e t t e r  r e a d  i n  p a r t :
Mrs.  George P. Meade has  s e r v e d  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a s  T r e a s u r e r  f o r  t h e
^ I b i d . ^ F o w l e r ,  op.  c i t . ,  p .  58.
^ " F o u n d e r s ' Day H o n o rs , "  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
B u l l e t i n ,  XVII ( A p r i l ,  1 9 5 4 ) ,  2.
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p a s t  7 y e a r s .  There  i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  work and 
t im e  consumed i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  which  Mrs. Meade h as  
so c a p a b ly  a d m i n i s t e r e d .  We w ish  t o  e x p r e s s  our  
s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  h e r  l o y a l t y  and s e r v i c e . 6°
Mrs. Lawrence M a i lh e s ,  A p r i l  1 9 3 2 - A p r i l  19 33
S h r e v e p o r t  was t h e  home o f  th e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
f i f t h  p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs. Lawrence M a i lh e s ,  who su c c e e d e d  Mrs. 
Meade. Mrs. M a i lhes  had  s e r v e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C r e s -  
w e l l  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S h r e v e p o r t .  She o rg an ­
i z e d  t h e  S t .  J o h n ' s  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h a t  
c i t y ,  which  was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a r o c h i a l  u n i t s  i n  th e  
s t a t e .  She s e r v e d  as  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S h r e v e p o r t  C o u n c i l ,  
s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  d i s t r i c t  and  th e n  a s  se co n d  v i c e -  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  b e f o r e  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  
p r e s i d e n c y .  The g r e a t e s t  h o n o r  t h a t  h ad  been  b es to w ed  on 
any member o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
u n t i l  t h a t  t im e  was c o n f e r r e d  upon Mrs. M a i lh e s  when in  
1937 she  was e l e c t e d  e i g h t h  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C o n g r e s s . ^
Mrs. M a i lh es  c o n t i n u e d  to  c a r r y  on t h e  many e s s e n ­
t i a l  p rogram s o f  h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r s — t h e  e n a c tm en t  o f  t h e  
m a r r i a g e  law ,  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  p a s ­
sage  o f  a  c h i l d  l a b o r  law and  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c h i l d
/ ■ O  ,
L e t t e r  from Mrs. J .  S* G-off t o  members o f  t h e  S t a t e  
Board  o f  Managers ,  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
J u l y  14 ,  1953 .
^ F o w l e r ,  op.  c i t . ,  p .  61.
gu id an ce  c l i n i c s ,  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  l i t e r a c y  cam paign .  In  
a d d i t i o n  much a t t e n t i o n  was f o c u s e d  on p a r e n t  e d u c a t i o n — 
t h a t  p hase  o f  the  movement t h a t  had  as  i t s  o b j e c t i v e  th e  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s  i n  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  c h i l d  development 
and w e l f a r e .
D u r in g  the  summer o f  1932, c r e d i t  f o r  a c o u r s e  i n  
p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  work was g iv e n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  by a c o l ­
l e g e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Normal C o l le g e  a t  
N a t c h i t o c h e s  o f f e r e d  a s i x  w eeks '  c o u r s e ,  E d u c a t io n  351, 
by Mias M ir iam  C. E l k i n .  "The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n
and I t s  R e l a t i o n  t o  A d u l t  E d u c a t io n "  was t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e
70c o u r s e .  I n  L o u i s i a n a  t h i s  marked th e  b e g i n n i n g ,  to  any 
g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  movement 
known as  P a r e n t  E d u c a t i o n .
The d e f i c i e n c y  o f  s c h o o l  funds  was a m a jo r  i te m  o f  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n v e n t io n  
a s sem bled  i n  Lake C h a r l e s  i n  1933 .  B ecause  o f  a l a c k  o f  
fu n d s ,  t h e  te rm s  o f  s c h o o l s  i n  many l o c a l e s  h ad  b ee n  
s h o r t e n e d  an d  some p a r i s h e s  f a i l e d  t o  pay  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a ­
r i e s .  The c o n v e n t io n  a d o p te d  a r e s o l u t i o n  u r g i n g  t h e  
g o v e rn o r  a n d  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  f o r m u l a t e  and  t o  e n a c t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  d e d i c a t i n g  p r o c e e d s  o f  c e r t a i n  s p e c i a l  t a x e s  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  and t o  c r e a t e  s c h o o l  funds  s e p a r a t e  
from th e  G e n e ra l  Fund. The r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  a
7QI b i d . ,  p .  6 3 .
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f u l l  t e rm  o f  n in e  months f o r  t h e  1933-34 s c h o o l  s e s s i o n . ^
In  some p l a c e s  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  redeem ed t h e
s c r i p t  w i t h  which  t e a c h e r s  were p a i d  and  i n  o t h e r s  p a i d
s a l a r i e s  from t h e i r  t r e a s u r i e s .  Mrs.  M a i lh e s  r e p o r t e d  a t
t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n  t h a t  $20 ,000  had  b een  expended  f o r  r e l i e f
work among s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  and f o r  books and equipment
d u r in g  t h a t  y e a r .  She a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  105 a s s o c i a t i o n s
c o n t r i b u t e d  $7 ,100 f o r  f e e d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 ,290 c h i l -
72d ren  and  s p e n t  $2 ,000  on c l o t h i n g .
The 1934 c o n v e n t io n  a t  Monroe was t h e  f i r s t  conven­
t i o n  a t  which  t h e r e  was a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  o f  $ 1 .0 0 .  The 
r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p te d  a t  t h i s  c o n v e n t io n  w ere :  (1 )  t h a t  t h e
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  1934 a d o p t  t h e  m a r r i a g e  
b i l l  a s  p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n ,  r a i s i n g  t h e  m a r r i a g e  age f o r  g i r l s  from tw e lv e  to  
s i x t e e n ,  f o r  boys f rom f o u r t e e n  t o  e i g h t e e n ;  (2 )  t h a t  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  s p o n so r  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h i ld  Labor  
Amendment and i n c l u d e  i t  i n  i t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  program  t o  be 
p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  coming s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ;  (3 )
(3 )  t h a t  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  u rg e  t h e  p a s s a g e  
o f  a b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  m a i n t a i n ,  and  s e g r e g a t e  s e p a r a t e
fu n d s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  
7 3L o u i s i a n a . 1J
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t h e
" ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
1934 C o n v e n t io n ,  Monroe, A p r i l ,  1934 .
M in u tes o f
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The c o n v e n t io n  in  A le x a n d r i a ,  1935,  was o u t s t a n d i n g  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  many n a t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  who a t t e n d e d .  
The theme o f  th e  c o n v e n t io n  was " H e a l th  and S a f e t y  f o r  
C h i ld h o o d ,"  and t h e  s e v e n th  n a t i o n a l  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs. 
M. P .  Summers, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  open in g  s e s ­
s i o n ,  chose  as h e r  t o p i c ,  " E s s e n t i a l s  i n  Home and School 
H e a l t h . "
As th e  o u tg o in g  p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs.  M a i lh es  s t r e s s e d  
the  n e e d  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  em phas is  on t r a i n e d  l e a d e r s h i p  and 
d e p l o r e d  th e  s t r e s s  b e i n g  l a i d  on t h e  m echan ics  o f  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  c r e a t i v e ,  f o r c e f u l  l e a d e r s h i p .
The g r o u p  p a s s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s :
(1)  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  u r g e  s a f e t y  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  home, s c h o o l  and  community i n  o r d e r  t h a t  l i v e s
and p r o p e r t y  m igh t  be s a f e g u a r d e d ,  and t h a t  s p e c i a l  
emphasis  be p l a c e d  on t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  m ino rs  i n  
d r i v i n g ;
(2)  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  h a v i n g  men coaches  f o r  
g i r l s 1 b a s k e t b a l l  team s be d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  and
( 3 ) t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a s k  t h e  S t a t e  Board  o f  
E d u c a t io n  t o  add a n o t h e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l . 74
This  l a s t  r e s o l u t i o n  was one i n  which t h e  S t a t e  As­
s o c i a t i o n  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  I t  worked u n c e a s ­
i n g l y  f o r  many y e a r s  to  have  t h i s  p l a n  a d o p te d .  S u ccess  
came i n  1944 a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a b i l l  e n a c t e d  by t h e  s t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .
Mrs. M a i l h e s 1 t e rm  o f  o f f i c e  e x p i r e d  a t  t h e  c l o s e
^ N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  P ro — 
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  T h i r t y - N i n t h  Annual M e e t in g  (W ash ing ton ,  
D . d . , 1 9 3 5 ) ,  P. 201 ':
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o f  t h e  1935 c o n v e n t io n .  The p a s sag e  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  law  
b i l l  and  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  of  s c h o o l  
fu n d s  were t h e  im p o r t a n t  e v e n t s  o f  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
D ur ing  h e r  y e a r s  as  p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  membership  i n c r e a s e d  
from 11 ,248  to  16 ,000  and t h e  number o f  u n i t s  from 177 t o  
190. There was an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  amount o f  p u b l i c i t y ,  
and b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g row th  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  and i n c r e a s e d  
r e v e n u e ,  t h e  incoming a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was p r o v id e d  w i th  a  
s t a t e  o f f i c e ,  a f u l l  t im e  s e c r e t a r y ,  and  a  t y p e w r i t e r  
With t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  h e r  t e n u r e  o f  o f f i c e  as  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Mrs.  
M a i l h e s '  i n t e r e s t  d id  n o t  wane, f o r  she  c o n t i n u e d  to  s e r v e  
as  a member o f  th e  S t a t e  Board  o f  M anagers ,  l e n d i n g  h e r  
e x p e r i e n c e  and  p r a c t i c a l  wisdom to  t h e  e n d e a v o r s  o f  t h i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  to  which she  h ad  d e v o ted  h e r  t i m e ,  en e rg y ,  
and l e a d e r s h i p .
Mrs. A l b e r t  Smith ,  A p r i l  1 9 3 5 -O c to b e r  1937
At t h e  s p r i n g  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  A l e x a n d r i a ,  A p r i l ,  1935 ,  
Mrs. M a i lh e s  was s u c c e e d e d  by Mrs. A l b e r t  Sm ith  of  Winn- 
f i e l d ,  who h a d  been  a s t a t e  o f f i c e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .
She h a d  s e r v e d  as  Summer Round-Up Chairman an d  i n  1934 was 
e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h i r d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  c h i e f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  w hich  i s  t o  a c t  a s  E x t e n s i o n  D i r e c t o r  o f
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  1935 C onv en t io n ,  A l e x a n d r i a ,  A p r i l ,  1935*
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D i s t r i c t s .  As she t r a v e l e d  over  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  Mrs. 
M a i lh e s ,  she  g o t  t o  know th e  u n i t s  w e l l  and became a  f a ­
m i l i a r  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  m ost  o f  t h e  m em bersh ip .  As p r e s i ­
d e n t ,  Mrs. Smith c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  Mrs.  M a i lh e s .
She p l a c e d  s p e c i a l  em phas is  on ex p an d in g  m embership ,  p e r ­
f e c t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and i n c r e a s i n g  f i n a n c e s .  The s i x t h  
p r e s i d e n t  was an i n d e f a t i g a b l e  w orke r  and a  s t i m u l a t i n g  
l e a d e r
The f i r s t  b o a r d  m e e t i n g  a t  w hich  Mrs.  Smith p r e ­
s i d e d  was t h a t  o f  O c to b e r  5, 1935* An i n t e r e s t i n g  h i g h ­
l i g h t  o f  t h e  m e e t in g  was t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  a p r o j e c t o r  
and  f i l m  s u i t a b l e  f o r  u se  i n  s c h o o l s  by a Miss R o g e rs ,  
a u d i o - v i s u a l  a i d s  c h a i rm a n .  She a s k e d  t h e  Board  o f  Mana­
g e r s  t o  e n d o r s e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s  
and  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  Mrs.  Meade, member o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board  
o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  recommend t o  t h a t  g roup  i t s  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  them i n  s t a t e  s c h o o l s .  The Board  o f  Mana-
77g e r s  gave unanimous a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  t h i s  recom m enda t ion .  
O th e r  i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s  u n d e r t a k e n  a t  t h i s  m e e t in g  was 
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  v e r y  t i m e l y  and p e r t i n e n t  r e s o l u ­
t i o n s .  Among t h o s e  p a s s e d  by th e  b o a r d  were  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
( l )  t h e  B oa rd  o f  Managers  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  any
^ ^ F o w le r ,  op .  c i t . ,  p .  87.
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
t h e  M e e t in g  o f  t h e  Board  o f  Managers ,  A l e x a n d r i a ,  O c to b e r  
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p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  o f  
L o u is ia n a ;  (2 )  th e  b o a rd  e n d o rse d  and  p ro m ise d  t o  work f o r  
th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  n o n - p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n t o f  P u b l ic  
W e lfa re ,  o f f e r i n g  i t s  c o o p e r a t io n  t o  th e  b ra n c h  o f  t h e  Na­
t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  W orkers and  o t h e r  a g e n c ie s  
w ork ing  to w ard  t h a t  end; t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  
d e s i r e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on p a r i s h  b o a rd s  c r e a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  
th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  su c h  a  d e p a r tm e n t ;  (3 )  t h e  b o a rd  de­
c l a r e d  th e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  to  be 
th o r o u g h ly  n o n -c o m m e rc ia l ,  n o n - s e c t a r i a n ,  and n o n - p a r t i s a n  
i n  i t s  ap p ro a c h  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  and c h i l d  w e l f a r e  p ro b lem s , 
and p e t i t i o n e d  th e  g o v e rn o r  t o  c a l l  a  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  f o r  
r e p e a l :  o f  c e r t a i n  r e c e n t l y  e n a c te d  s t a t u t e s  d e p r iv in g  
s c h o o l  b o a rd s  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ;  and  (4 )  t h e  b o a rd  
went on r e c o r d  a s  condem ning th e  w id e s p re a d  p r a c t i c e  o f  
g am b lin g  p r a c t i c e s  and d e v i c e s ,  and a sk e d  r i g i d  e n f o r c e -
1 7  Q
ment o f  th e  law s r e g a r d i n g  gam bling  d e v i c e s .
B ecause  o f  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  B oard  o f  
M anagers, a t  th e  O c to b e r  30, 1935, m e e t in g  i n  New O r le a n s ,  
a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  b u l l e t i n  s h o u ld  be d i s c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  f u r ­
t h e r  n o t i c e  and t h a t  M rs. Sm ith  as  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t  s h o u ld  
i s s u e  a  m o n th ly  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  l o c a l  u n i t s  and  b o a rd  mem­
b e r s  a s  a  means o f  k e e p in g  them  in fo rm e d  on a s s o c i a t i o n  
a f f a i r s .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  t o p i c  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h i s  m e e t in g
7 8 I b i d .
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was th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ’ s s u p p o r t  o f  a Twelve Y ear P la n  o f  
e d u c a t io n  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  As a  member o f  th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  
E d u c a t io n ,  M rs. Meade was a u t h o r i z e d  by th e  g roup  to  p r e ­
s e n t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s
79reco m m en d a tio n s .
In  h e r  f i r s t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  N a t io n a l  C o n g ress ,
M rs. Sm ith  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  1935 th e  s t a t e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  had
been  moved from  S h re v e p o r t  to  W in n f ie ld  and t h a t  t h e  s t a t e
o f f i c e  had  b ee n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  th e  W in n f ie ld  High S c h o o l .
The p r e s i d e n t  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n 's
d e p a r tm e n ts  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  were a r r a n g e d  u n d e r  se v en  v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t s .  She gave a b r i e f  e x p l a n a t io n  o f  th e  d u ty  o f
e a ch , w hich  was as  f o l l o w s :  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  a i d e  to
th e  p r e s i d e n t  and d i r e c t o r  o f  d i s t r i c t s ;  se co n d  v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s ;  t h i r d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,
m em bership  and  e x t e n s io n ;  f o u r t h  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  p u b l i c
w e l f a r e ;  f i f t h  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  e d u c a t io n ;  s i x t h  v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t ,  home s e r v i c e ;  s e v e n th  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  h e a l t h .
C o n t in u in g  w i th  h e r  r e p o r t ,  M rs. Sm ith  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t
L o u i s i a n a  was o r g a n iz e d  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e tu p
80w i th  e i g h t  f u n c t i o n i n g  d i s t r i c t s .
" ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
t h e  M ee tin g  o f  th e  B o ard  o f  M anagers , New O r le a n s ,
O c to b e r  307 1935 .
® ^N ationa l C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F o r t i e t h  A nnual M ee tin g  (W ash in g to n , t>.C. ,  
1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  234.
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Mrs. Meade r e p o r t e d  a t  th e  1936  c o n v e n t io n  in  
L a f a y e t t e  t h a t  she  h ad  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  Edu­
c a t i o n  th e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  Twelve Y ea r  School P la n  as reco m ­
mended hy th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  a t  i t s  l a s t  b o a r d  
m e e t in g .  The m em bersh ip , fo l lo w in g  M rs. M e a d e 's  r e p o r t ,  
s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r te d  a r e s o l u t i o n  d e a l i n g  w ith  t h a t  im p o r ta n t  
t o p i c ,  r e a s o n in g  as  f o l l o w s :
Whereas more s u b j e c t s  a r e  b e in g  in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  
c u r r ic u lu m  o f  t h e  g ra d e s  and o f  th e  h i g h  s c h o o ls ,  
and
W hereas, c h i l d r e n  who a r e  g r a d u a te d  from t h e  h ig h  
s c h o o ls  a t  f i f t e e n  to  s e v e n te e n  y e a r s  o f  age a r e  
u n a b le  to  o b t a in  work under p r e s e n t  economic c o n d i ­
t i o n s  and  a r e  to o  immature t o  be s e n t  t o  c o l l e g e ,
T h e re fo re  be i t  r e s o lv e d  b y  th e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t -  
T ea ch e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  c o n v e n t io n  a s se m b led  t h a t  i t  
a sk  th e  S t a t e  D epartm en t o f  E d u c a t io n  t o  c o n s id e r  
th e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  adding an  a d d i t i o n a l  y ea r  t o  
th e  g r a d e s ,  to  p r o v id e  more t im e  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
s u b j e c t s ,  a  b e t t e r  m a s te ry  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s u b j e c t s ,  
and  a g r e a t e r  m a t u r i t y  upon h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n .
A no ther  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  a d o p te d  by t h i s  co n ­
v e n t io n  d e a l t  w i th  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .
I t  e n d o r s e d  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  H a r r i s '  a p p r o v a l  o f  p l a n s  
to  p r o v id e  tw e lv e  m o n th s ' s a l a r y  f o r  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  
m a in ta in in g  " th e  same s t a n d a r d  o f  s a l a r i e s  p e r  month a n d  
th e  same s c h o o l  te rm " ;  f o r  a p p o in tm e n t of t e a c h e r s  on a  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a s i s ;  and  a  program f o r  a f a i r  r e t i r e m e n t  a l ­
lo w an c e . The r e s o l u t i o n  u rg e d  " th e  n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n
8l L o u is ia n a  P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
the 1936 C onvention , L a fa y e t te , A p r i l ,  1936.
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8 ?t o  p u t  [ t h e  p la n s ]  i n t o  e f f e c t . "
In  h e r  r e p o r t  t o  th e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  f o r  1937»
M rs. Sm ith p ro u d ly  c i t e d  th e  t o t a l  m em bership— 1 7 ,153  a t  
t h a t  t im e .  A nother a c h iev e m e n t o f  t h e  y e a r ,  o f  which sh e  
an d  a l l  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  were p roud , was th e  l a u n c h in g  and  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  th e  S a f e ty  P o s t e r  and  E ssay  C o n te s t s  f o r  
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  S in ce  t h a t  t im e th e  
c o n t e s t s  h a v e  become an a n n u a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  
R u le s  f o r  e a c h  c o n t e s t  as  s e t  f o r t h  by th e  f i r s t  com m ittee  
a r e  a s  f o l lo w s :
P o s t e r  C o n te s t  R u le s
1 .  S i z e :  Not l a r g e r  th a n  20" by 20" ( A l l  o v e r - s i z e
p o s t e r s  w i l l  n o t  be  ju d g e d .)
2. E l i g i b i l i t y :  Any Grammar School S tu d e n t .
3. M a t e r i a l s :  C ray o n s , c u t - o u t s ,  w a te r  c o l o r s ,
p e n c i l ,  pen and  in k ,  s p l a t t e r  p a i n t .
4 . D a te :  Must be i n  S t a t e  O f f i c e  n o t  l a t e r  th a n
A p r i l  1 s t .
5. S u b je c t :  T r a f f i c  S a f e ty .
6 . Name: C h i l d ' s  name and s c h o o l  MUST ap p e a r  on
p o s t e r .  ( P o s t e r s  w i th o u t  t h e  names o f  
b o th  w i l l  n o t  be ju d g e d . )
E ssa y  C o n te s t  R u le s
1 . L e n g th :  Not l e s s  th a n  250 w ords .
2. E l i g i b i l i t y :  Any H igh S choo l S tu d e n t .
3 . S u b je c t :  E d u c a t in g  f o r  S a fe  L iv in g .
4 . L a te :  Must be i n  S t a t e  O f f i c e  n o t  l a t e r  th a n
A p r i l  1 s t .
5. Name: S t u d e n t ' s  name and s c h o o l  MUST a p p e a r  on
E s s a y .83
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^ N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  th e  P o r t y - P i r s t  Annual M eetin g  (W ash in g to n , 
D .C . ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  p . 267.
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I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1937 M rs. Sm ith became v e ry  i l l  
q u i t e  s u d d e n ly  and was c o m p e lle d  t o  r e s i g n  a s  p r e s i d e n t .  
Her r e s i g n a t i o n  was a c c e p te d  w i th  r e g r e t  and  w i th  deep ap ­
p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  s e r v i c e  r e n d e r e d  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T each er  A s s o c i a t i o n  and  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  s t a t e . ^  M rs. 
S m i th 's  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  a p p e a r s  h e r e w i th :
P le a s e  a c c e p t  my fo rm a l  r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h is  
a c t i o n  was made m an d a to ry  b ec a u se  o f  i l l n e s s .
R a re ly  i s  one p r i v i l e g e d  to  en;joy such  f r i e n d ­
s h ip  and co m p le te  c o o p e r a t io n  as  have  been  mine 
d u r in g  th e  two y e a r s  and  f i v e  m onths I  s e rv e d  as  
S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t .  E s p e c i a l l y  am I  g r a t e f u l  t o  th e  
S t a t e  Board Members f o r  y o u r  l o y a l t y  and co o p e ra ­
t i o n .  I t  ha3 b ee n  a  happy  p r i v i l e g e  to  s e rv e  w i th  
you and w i th  g r a t e f u l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  I  acknowledge 
y o u r  f i n e  h e l p ,  u n f a i l i n g  l o y a l t y  and  com ple te  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  w i th o u t  w hich  I  w ould  n o t  have  been  
a b l e  t o  " c a r r y  o n ."
I  b e sp ea k  f o r  my s u c c e s s o r  t h e  same whole 
h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  you have  g iv e n  me and  may you  con­
t i n u e  i n  c o n s t a n t  s e r v i c e  to  th e  c a u se  o f  c h i l d ­
hood th ro u g h  th e  c h a n n e ls  o f f e r e d  by  our o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n .
I  p le d g e  you my c o n t in u e d  i n t e r e s t ,  u n sw erv in g  
l o y a l t y ,  and  e a r n e s t  d e s i r e  to  s e r v e  whenever
p o s s i b l e .
Mrs. Pay W a l te r s ,  O c to b e r  1937-May 1938
M rs. Pay W a lte r s  o f  W innsboro s e r v e d  d u r in g  th e  u n ­
e x p i r e d  te rm  o f  Mrs. S m ith .  She was u n an im o u s ly  e l e c t e d  
t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  O c to b e r  9 ,  1937, b o a r d  m e e t in g .
M rs. W a l te r s  had  n e i t h e r  t im e  n o r  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p r e p a r e
O A
^ F o w le r ,  op . c i t . ,  p .  103 .
®'’L e tte r  from Mrs. A lb e r t  Smith to  th e  Board o f  Man­
a g e r s , L o u is ia n a  P aren t—Teacher A s s o c ia t io n , O ctober 5,
1937 .
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h e r s e l f  f o r  t h e  a rd u o u s  and d i f f i c u l t  d u t i e s  o f  s t a t e  
p r e s i d e n t .  However, sh e  g r a c i o u s l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y i f i l l e d  
t h i s  o f f i c e ,  c a r r y in g  on t h e  p la n s  i n i t i a t e d  by Mrs. Sm ith  
w i th  good judgm ent and s i n c e r i t y  o f  p u rp o se .® ^
As th e  1937 f a l l  m e e t in g  t h e  m ain t o p i c  o f  d i s c u s ­
s io n  was t h e  Twelve Y ear P l a n .  Mrs. Hathway, th e  l e g i s l a ­
t i v e  c h a irm a n , r e a d  a v e r y  in f o r m a t i v e  r e p o r t  on th e  sub­
j e c t .  M rs. Meade r e a d  a r e p o r t  from  th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  
E d u c a t io n ,  w hich  was q u i t e  f a v o r a b le  t o  t h e  p l a n .  M rs.
P a u l  B la n c h a rd ,  b o a rd  member from  New O r le a n s ,  o f f e r e d  a
m o tio n  t h a t  a l e t t e r  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  be s e n t  t o  th e  S t a t e
fl7B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n .
In  h e r  r e p o r t  to  t h e  N a t io n a l  C o n g ress  f o r  th e  
1937-38  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  M rs. W a l te rs  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  
o f f i c e  h ad  been  moved from  W in n f ie ld  t o  W innsboro . A f u l l  
t im e  s e c r e t a r y  had  b een  em ployed and th e  o f f i c e  was k e p t  
open s i x  days a week. She r e p o r t e d  t h a t  P a r e n t  E d u c a t io n  
was s t i l l  t h e  m ajo r  o b j e c t i v e  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
and  t h a t  r e p o r t s  from  l o c a l  p r e s i d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  an i n ­
c r e a s i n g  number o f  s tu d y  g ro u p s  w ith  w e l l - r o u n d e d  p ro g ra m s. 
The a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  program  i n c lu d e d  s u p p o r t  o f  
a  s t a n d a r d  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  la w , r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h i ld
86 P o w le r ,  op . c i t . ,  p . 104*
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t he Meet i n g  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  M anagers , A le x a n d r ia ,
O c to b e r  6, 1937-
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L abor Amendment, t h e  Twelve Year School P la n ,  and p r o v i ­
s io n s  f o r  a d e q u a te  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h e s  o f  
th e  s t a t e .  Mrs. W a l te r s  commented t h a t  t h e  m ost em phasis  
had  b ee n  p la c e d  on th e  Twelve Year S choo l P la n .  D u rin g  
t h i s  y e a r  t h e r e  h ad  been  a s u c c e s s f u l  P a r e n t  T eacher  I n s t i ­
t u t e  c o n d u c te d  f o r  f i v e  days a t  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Normal 
C o l le g e  a t  N a tc h i to c h e s .  At th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  h e r  r e p o r t ,  
Mrs. W a l te r s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  t e n  s t a t e  d i s ­
t r i c t s  and  made s p e c i a l  n o te  o f  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  t e n
Q Q
c i t y  and  p a r i s h  c o u n c i l s  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e .
New O rlean s  was th e  s i t e  o f  t h e  1938 s t a t e  conven­
t i o n .  T here  were more th a n  th e  u s u a l  number o f  n a t i o n a l  
d i g n i t a r i e s  in  a t t e n d a n c e .  M rs. James H i l l ,  N a t io n a l  V ic e -  
P r e s i d e n t ,  gave th e  m ain a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  o p en in g  s e s s i o n .
The f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n s  w ere a d o p te d  a t  th e  1938 
c o n v e n t io n :  ( l )  t o  s u p p o r t  a d o p t io n  o f  a d r i v e r s '  l i c e n s e
law ; (2 )  t o  u rg e  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  r e q u i r e  t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  and p ro p e r  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  f i r e a r m s ;  (3 )  t o  
r e q u e s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  m a n u fa c tu r e ,  s a l e ,  and  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  f i r e w o r k s ;  (4 )  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 
s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  s a f e t y ,  and (5 )  to  r e a f f i r m  s u p p o r t  o f  
th e  Twelve Y ear Schoo l P l a n .
Q Q
N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F o r ty -S e c o n d  Annual M ee tin g  (W ash ing ton , 
D .C .,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  252.
^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
th e  1938 C o n v e n t io n , New O r le a n s ,  A p r i l ,  1938 .
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At t h i s  1938 c o n v e n t io n  Mrs. W a lte rs  d i d  not s e e k  
r e - e l e c t i o n  as  p r e s i d e n t  an d  th e  m em bersh ip , a b id in g  b y  
h e r  w is h e s ,  e l e c t e d  Mrs. P a u l  A. B la n c h a rd  t o  succeed h e r . * ^
Mrs. P a u l  A. B la n c h a rd ,  A p r i l  1 9 3 8 -A p r i l  1941
M rs. E. A. Fow ler, t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  h i s t o r i a n ,  
w ro te :  "Our p a r e n t  t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  d u r in g  the  a d m in i ­
s t r a t i o n  o f  M rs. B la n c h a rd ,  has come in t o  f u l l  bloom a n d
91b lossom ed  f o r t h  as  n e v e r  b e f o r e . " ^
An i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o f i l e  o f  M rs .  B la n c h a rd  was f e a ­
tu r e d  i n  t h e  B a ton  Rouge M orning A d v o c a te , December 1 0 ,
1939. M rs. B la n c h a r d 's  i n t e r e s t  an d  co n ce rn  f o r  c h i l d r e n  
was th e  k e y n o te  o f  th e  a r t i c l e  and r e c o g n i t i o n  of h e r  
l e a d e r s h i p  q u a l i t i e s  i s  g iv e n  in  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  " I t  w o u ld  
be h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e - w i d e  P a re n t -T e a c h e r  A sso­
c i a t i o n  c o u ld  p o s s i b ly  h a v e  found a  k e e n e r  e n t h u s i a s t  f o r
i t s  he lm  th a n  M rs. P au l A. B la n c h a rd ,  who i s  a  f irm  b e -
92l i e v e r  i n  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  and  c h i l d  w e l f a r e . "
P r i o r  t o  h e r  e l e c t i o n  as p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  S t a t e  As­
s o c i a t i o n ,  M rs. B la n c h a rd  h ad  s e r v e d  as  a member of t h e  
S t a t e  B oard  o f  Managers a n d  as  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  New O r le a n s  
C o u n c i l .  Much o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s p o n s o re d  b y  the  S t a t e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  h ad  i t s  b e g in n in g  in  t h e  New O r le a n s  C o u n c i l
^ I b i d .  ^ F o w l e r ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 1 2 0 .
^ M orning A dvocate (B aton  R o u g e) , December 10 , 1939»
p. 4-B .
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d u r in g  h e r  te rm  a s  p r e s i d e n t .  Two v e r y  im p o r ta n t  c i v i c  
p r o j e c t s  had  b een  i n i t i a t e d  by h e r  i n  New O r le a n s — th e  
sc h o o l  su rv e y  and th e  im m u n iza tio n  o f  c h i l d r e n  a g a i n s t  
d i p h t h e r i a .  D r. J .  A. O 'H a ra ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
Board o f  H e a l th ,  e x p r e s s e d  th e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  
p h y s i c i a n s  f o r  t h i s  work o f  v a c c i n a t i n g  c h i l d r e n  a g a i n s t  
d i p h t h e r i a  in  a  l e t t e r  t o  M rs. B la n c h a rd ,  w hich  r e a d :
I  have r e a d  w i th  g en u in e  i n t e r e s t  t h e  news s t o r y  
i n  t h i s  m o rn in g 's  T r ib u n e  c o n c e rn in g  t h i s  y e a r ' s  
p r o j e c t  o f  th e  New O rle a n s  C o u n c il  o f  P a r e n t s  and 
T e a c h e r s ,  t o  p r e s e n t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  o f  p r e - s c h o o l  age 
w i th  a b i r t h d a y  g i f t  i n  t h e  form  o f  t o x o i d  t o  i n ­
s u r e  im m u n iza tio n  a g a i n s t  d i p h t h e r i a .
The L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  B oard  o f  H e a l th ,  f o r  y e a r s ,  
h a s  been  a d v o c a t in g  u n i v e r s a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
d i p h t h e r i a  and h a s  b ee n  a t t e m p t in g  to  p u t  i n t o  e f ­
f e c t  m easu res  f o r  t h e  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  d i s e a s e  
th ro u g h  im m u n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  p r e - s c h o o l  c h i l d .  The 
l a u n c h in g ,  by y o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o f  t h i s  fo rw a rd  
s t e p  i n  p r e v e n t iv e  m e d ic in e  i s  t h e  k e y n o te  to  w in­
n in g  th e  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  one o f  th e  m ost common and 
m ost s e r i o u s  o f  t h e  com municable d i s e a s e s  among 
c h i l d r e n .
S t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  number o f  p r o ­
g r e s s i v e  s t a t e s  i n  A m erica to d a y  have  su c c e e d e d  i n  
e f f e c t i n g  u n i v e r s a l  im m u n iza tio n  o f  p r e - s c h o o l  
c h i l d r e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  d i p h t h e r i a  and i n  
s a f e - g u a r d i n g  c h i l d r e n  a g a i n s t  o th e r  com m unicable 
i n f e c t i o n s  w hich h a v e  no more excuse  t o  e x i s t ,  i n  
t h i s  e n l i g h t e n e d  a g e ,  th a n  s m a l l  pox, p la g u e  o r  
y e l lo w  f e v e r .
Allow me to  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you  and y o u r  a s s o c i a t e s  
on t h i s  s p l e n d id  u n d e r t a k in g  w hich  w i l l  n o t  o n ly  
r e f l e c t  c r e d i t  on y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b u t  w i l l  r e ­
dound t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h i s  and  o f  
g e n e r a t i o n s  to  come.
I  t r u s t  y o u r  e f f o r t s  may be  e m in e n t ly  s u c c e s s f u l  
and  p e r s o n a l l y  and  o f f i c i a l l y ,  I  w ish  t o  o f f e r  t h e  
f u l l e s t  c o o p e r a t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  H e a l th  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  o f  s e r v i c e
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w hich  i s  an e n t e r i n g  wedge i n  th e  advancem ent of
p r e v e n t iv e  m e d ic i n e .93
L a rg e ly  th ro u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T each er  A s s o c i a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Mr. G i r a r d  
D av idson , ch a irm an  on l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and M rs. B la n c h a rd ,  
p r e s i d e n t ,  House B i l l  No. 357, c o - a u th o r e d  By R e p re s e n ta ­
t i v e s  L. E. P r a z a r ,  Rex M cCullough, W. A. Montgomery and 
D. B oucher , was e n a c te d  By t h e  1938 L e g i s l a t u r e .  The B i l l  
p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  com m ission to  s tu d y  th e  ad­
v i s a b i l i t y  o f  a d d in g  a  y e a r  to  th e  s c h o o l  sy s te m . The com­
m is s io n  w ould c o n s i s t  o f  se v en  members: two members o f
th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  two members o f  th e  L e g i s l a ­
t u r e ,  and t h r e e  laym en o r  e d u c a to r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e
94.s c h o o l  sy s tem — a l l  to  be a p p o in te d  by th e  g o v e rn o r .
On May 2, 1939 , G overnor R ic h a rd  W. Leche a p p o in te d  
to  t h e  Commission Mr. Henry S e v ie r ,  T a l l u l a h ,  and D r. J .  W. 
Shaw, V in to n ,  members o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ;  Mr. P a r r i s h  
P u l l e r ,  O akda le , and M rs. E le a n o re  H. Meade, Gramercy, 
members o f  th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n ;  Mr. S pencer  P h i l ­
l i p s ,  E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s ’ Asso­
c i a t i o n ,  M rs, P .  A. B la n c h a rd ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and  Mr. C. G. D av iso n , member
^ ^ L e t t e r  from  D r. J .  A. O 'H ara ,  P r e s i d e n t  S t a t e  
B oard  o f  H e a l th ,  t o  M rs. P a u l  A. B la n c h a rd ,  Sep tem ber 27, 
1934 .
^ L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1939  C onvention , Monroe, A p r il, 1 9 3 9 *
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o f  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  S o u th w e s te rn  L o u is ia n a  I n s t i t u t e .
L u r in g  th e  O c to b e r  c o n fe re n c e  o f  p a r i s h  s u p e r in ­
t e n d e n t s  and s u p e r v i s o r s  t h e  p ro p o se d  tw e lv e  y e a r  s c h o o l  
p la n  and  th e  work o f  t h e  new ly  c r e a t e d  com m ission were 
m ain t o p i c s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n .  The v ie w s  o f  S t a t e  S u p e r in ­
t e n d e n t  T. H. H a r r i s  and th e  s i x t y  p a r i s h  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  were made known i n  an 
a r t i c l e  a p p e a r in g  i n  t h e  B aton  Rouge S t a t e - T i m e s . I t  
s t a t e d :
More th a n  60 L o u i s i a n a  p a r i s h  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  
m e e t in g  to d a y  a t  th e  C a p i to l  annex h e r e  f o r  t h e i r  
a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  w i th  s t a t e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  edu­
c a t i o n  T. H. H a r r i s ,  e x p r e s s e d  a lm o s t  unanim ous 
d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  p ro p o se d  12 g r a d e s  f o r  L o u is ia n a , 
s c h o o ls  " u n le s s  an a d d i t i o n a l  f i v e  o r  s i x  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  i n  s c h o o l  r e v e n u e s  can  be made a v a i l a b l e . "
Though no fo rm a l  v o te  was t a k e n ,  th e  s u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t s  a p p la u d e d  v i g o r o u s l y  Mr. H a r r i s '  s t a t e m e n t  
t h a t  u n l e s s  su c h  a d d i t i o n a l  re v e n u e  c o u ld  be l o ­
c a t e d ,  he would oppose  any recom m endation  to  add  a 
1 2 th  g ra d e  t o  L o u i s i a n a  s c h o o l s .
A t w e l f t h  g ra d e  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  s c h o o ls  h a s  been  
a d v o c a te d  by s e v e r a l  g ro u p s  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  w i th  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  t a k i n g  a  l e a d i n g  p a r t  i n  
t h e  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n .  At p r e s e n t  a  com­
m is s io n ,  o f  w hich  M rs. P au l  A. B la n c h a rd  o f  B a ton  
Rouge i s  ch a irm an  and  w hich  was s e t  up by th e  1938 
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i s  s tu d y i n g  th e  p r o p o s a l  
to  add  an e x t r a  g ra d e  t o  th e  s c h o o l  s e s s i o n . 98
I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  o p p o s i t i o n  v o ic e d  by th e  S u p e r in ­
t e n d e n t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  on December 26, 1939 , t h e  Commis­
s io n  made th e  f o l lo w in g  recom m enda tions  t o  E a r l  K. Long, 
G overnor o f  L o u i s i a n a :  ( l )  t h a t  an  a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r  be
9 5 I b i d .
9 ^ S ta te -T im e s  (B a to n  R ouge), O c to b e r  12 , 1939» 
p .  12-A .
added  t o  t h e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  sys tem  o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i ­
ana ; C 2 ) : t h a t  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r  be p la c e d  p r e f e r a b l y  in  
th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l ,  t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  an 8—4 sy s tem , and 
(3 )  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one m i l l i o n  ($ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 )  d o l l a r s  p e r  
y e a r ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s c h o o l  fu n d s  a l r e a d y  c r e a t e d ,  be s e t
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a s i d e  t o  c a r e  f o r  su c h  an a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r .
The f i r s t  c o n v e n t io n  a t  which M rs. B la n c h a rd  p r e ­
s id e d  was i n  Monroe i n  1939* The theme o f  th e  a n n u a l  
m e e t in g  was "The F am ily  i n  a  D em ocracy."  M rs. Lawrence 
M a i lh e s ,  a  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  A s s o c i a t i o n  and 
a t  t h e  t im e  a  N a t io n a l  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  gave g r e e t i n g s  from  
th e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress .  As u s u a l  th e  two m ost im p o r ta n t  
a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  w ere th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  
and t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s .  The o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  a t  
t h i s  m e e t in g  were: M rs. Fagan Cox, Monroe, f i r s t  v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t ;  M rs. E. A. F o w le r ,  h i s t o r i a n ;  M rs. Rene Baus, 
t r e a s u r e r ,  and  Miss Mary B a in s ,  f i f t h  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  
R e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p te d  by th e  c o n v e n t io n  c o n c e rn e d  th e  n e e d  
for- s a f e t y  e d u c a t io n  and s a f e t y  l e g i s l a t i o n .  S p e c i f i c  
a r e a s  c o v e re d  by t h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  w ere s u p p o r t  o f  a  
d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  law  and  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  g e n e r a l  s t a n d a r d s  
f o r  s c h o o l  bus  eq u ip m en t,  and  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  bus  
o p e r a t o r s .  O ther  reco m m en d a tio n s  made by t h e  c o n v e n t io n  
w ere i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  m a r r ia g e  r e g u l a t i o n s  an d  h e a l t h  and
^ L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1939  C onvention , Monroe, A p r il, 1 9 3 9 .
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r e c r e a t i o n .  The c o n v e n t io n  made s e v e r a l  s p e c i f i c  p r o p o s a l s  
i n  an e f f o r t  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  m a r r ia g e  la w s— 
e n fo rc e m en t o f  age l i m i t a t i o n s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  a f i v e - d a y  
w a i t in g  p e r i o d ,  and e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  th e  la w  r e q u i r i n g  m edi­
c a l  e x a m in a t io n s  f o r  t h o s e  p la n n in g  t o  m a rry .
Of p a r t i c u l a r  im p o r ta n c e  was th e  a t t e n t i o n  g iv e n  to  
th e  n e e d  f o r  expanded  h e a l t h  and  r e c r e a t i o n  program s^.in  
th e  s c h o o l s .  The r e s o l u t i o n s  a d v o c a te d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
gym nasia  and  p la y g ro u n d s  i n  h ig h  s c h o o ls  and i n  l a r g e  e l e ­
m en ta ry  s c h o o l s .  The c o n v e n t io n  recommended t h a t  s c h o o l
g rounds be opened a f t e r  s c h o o l  h o u rs  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o f
98c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  com munity.
An e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  Times P ica y u n e  o f  May 11, 1 9 3 9 ? 
s u p p o r te d  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  s t a n d  on r e c r e ­
a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and com plim en ted  th e  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  movement t o  p ro v id e  r e c r e ­
a t i o n a l  a r e a s  f o r  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  The e d i t o r i a l  r e a d  i n  
p a r t :
A r e c e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e rs  u rg e d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  open­
i n g  o f  p la y g ro u n d s ,  w i th  a  q u a l i f i e d  s u p e r v i s o r  i n  
c h a rg e  o f  e a c h .  T h a t s t r i k e s  a  l o t  o f  u s  a s  a 
common se n se  and  a  f e a s i b l e  way o f  p ro m o tin g  b o th  
t h e  s a f e t y  and  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  h u n d re d s  o f  p l a y -  
g r o u n d le s s  y o u n g s t e r s .  There  i s ,  a s  we u n d e r s t a n d  
i t ,  some o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  b u t  we have  
h e a r d  no o b j e c t i o n s  t h a t  j u s t i f y  th e  l o c k i n g  up  o f  
t h e s e  ready -m ade  and  e q u ip p e d  p l a y  s p a c e s  d u r in g  
t h e  v e r y  s e a s o n  when th e y  a r e  m ost n e e d e d .
9 8 I b id .
91
W ith t h e  lo n g  summer v a c a t i o n  n e a r  a t  hand , we 
hope th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w i th  t h e  h e lp  
o f  o t h e r  c i v i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and t h e  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  community, w i l l  ta k e  w h a te v e r  m easu res  a r e  
n e e d e d  to  i n s u r e  t h e  op en in g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p l a y ­
g ro u n d s  u n d e r  q u a l i f i e d  s u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  th e  c h i l ­
d re n  who o th e rw is e  m ust,  f o r  l a c k  o f  any o t h e r  
p l a c e ,  do t h e i r  p l a y i n g  d a n g e ro u s ly  i n  th e  s t r e e t s .  y
P ro b a b ly  t h e  m ost im p o r ta n t  e v e n t  d u r in g  Mrs. 
B l a n c h a r d 's  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was i n  A ugust,  1939, as  a  r e ­
s u l t  o f  t h e  " L o u is ia n a  s c a n d a l s . "  For some t im e  t h e  p o l i t i ­
c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  t h e  s t a t e  h ad  been  i n  a d e p lo r a b le  c o n d i­
t i o n  and c o r r u p t i o n  i n  h ig h  p la c e s  was g e n e r a l l y  w ide­
s p r e a d  and  known. The p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sy s te m  h ad  n o t  e s ­
c a p e d ,  and  a law  r e q u i r i n g  a l l  t e a c h e r s  t o  be e n d o rse d  by 
a  s t a t e  co m m ittee  was p a r t  o f  a  g e n e r a l  sy s tem  to  p o l i t i ­
c a l i z e  a l l  b o d ie s .  When th e  c o r r u p t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  was 
g iv e n  s t a t e - w i d e  p u b l i c i t y ,  M rs. B la n c h a rd  c a l l e d  a  sp e ­
c i a l  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  M anagers to  add th e  
p r o t e s t  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  to  
t h a t  o f  a l l  g ro u p s  who w an ted  to  s e e  r e f o rm  i n  th e  s t a t e .
On A ugust 12 o f  t h a t  y e a r  th e  B oard  met i n  A lexan­
d r i a  and a d o p te d  r e s o l u t i o n s  to  "condemn t h e  m ora l l a x i t y  
i n  o f f i c i a l  l i f e  i n  L o u i s i a n a , " a d d in g  t h a t  th e  " c u re  l i e s  
i n  th e  s e l f - a d m i n i s t e r e d  d i s c i p l i n e  w hich  an a r o u s e d  c i t i ­
z e n ry  can  e x e r t . "  I f  o f f e r e d  a s  r e m e d ie s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  
t h r e e - p o i n t  p rogram  f o r  i t s  members: ( l )  r e g i s t e r ,  be
^ Times P ic a y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  May 11 , 1939» p . 1 0 .  
■ ^^F ow ler , op. c i t . ,  p .  135 .
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in fo rm ed  a b o u t  th e  c a n d i d a t e s ,  and  v o t e ;  (2 )  demand p r o p e r ­
l y  s u p e r v i s e d ,  h o n e s t ,  open e l e c t i o n s ,  and  (3 )  demand f u l l  
p r o t e c t i o n  a t  th e  p o l l s  and an h o n e s t  b a l l o t  c o u n t .
A few days a f t e r  t h i s  s p e c i a l  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
B oard  o f  M anagers, t h e  Times P ica y u n e  commented f a v o r a b ly  
on th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  f o l lo w ­
in g  e d i t o r i a l :
I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  from  A le x a n d r ia  S a tu rd a y ,  
th e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t -  
T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  c a l l e d  upon th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  to  " r e a l i z e  and  acknow ledge t h e i r  own 
m o ra l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  sh am efu l c o n d i t i o n  
w h ich  L o u is ia n a  p r e s e n t s  t o  th e  w o r ld  t o d a y ."  . . . 
The a s s o c i a t i o n  spokesm en d e c l a r e d  t h a t  th e  l a s t i n g  
c u re  "must come th ro u g h  t r a i n i n g  and p r a c t i c e  in  
dem ocracy and  h o n e s ty  i n  o u r  s c h o o ls  and  i n  our 
ho m es ."  . . .
" . . .  By o u r  s i l e n c e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  we h ave  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e l in q u e n c y  o f  th o s e  who have 
b e t r a y e d  th e  p u b l i c  t r u s t  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  The few 
v o i c e s  c r y in g  i n  th e  w i ld e r n e s s  have  b een  e f f e c t i v e ­
l y  s i l e n c e d  by t h e  a p a th y  o f  t h e  p e o p le  q u i t e  a s  
much as  by th e  b r a z e n  a g g r e s s iv e n e s s  o f  th e  p o l i ­
t i c i a n s  ."
T h is  i s  w e l l  s a i d  and  t i m e l y .  I t  i s  g iv e n  added  
w e ig h t  as  an o f f i c i a l  e x p r e s s io n  by th e  s t a t e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n — s t r i c t l y  a " n o n p a r t i s a n ,  
n o n co m m erc ia l,  n o n s e c t a r i a n "  body . [The p o l i t i c a l !  
c o n d i t i o n s  d i s c o u ra g e d  many good c i t i z e n s  and p e r ­
su a d e d  them t o  s i l e n c e  and  i n a c t i v i t y .  The g e n e r a l  
su b m is s io n  and  seem ing  i n d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t u r n  e n c o u r ­
a g e d , o f  c o u r s e ,  th e  a b u s e s ,  p i l f e r a g e  and  g r a f t  
now i n  p r o c e s s  o f  e x p o s u re .
Today e v e ry  c i t i z e n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  h a s  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  p o p u la r  a p a th y  h a s  b e e n  e x c e s s i v e .  
And evejpy good c i t i z e n  m ust r e a l i z e  a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e  
n o t  o n ly  h i s  own m o ra l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b u t  h i s  d u ty  
t o  t a k e  an a c t i v e  p a r t  h e n c e f o r t h  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
and g o v e rn m e n ta l  a f f a i r s  o f  h i s  s t a t e .  I n  th e
i on L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  M ee tin g  o f  th e  B oard  o f  M anagers , A le x a n d r i a ,  A ugust 
12 , 1939.
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l i g h t  o f  th e  sh a m e fu l  c o n d i t i o n s  j u s t  u n c o v e re d ,  
t h e r e  can  he no shadow o f  ex cu se  f o r  any f u r t h e r  
n e g l e c t  o f  c i v i c  d u ty  by th e  men and women o f  L o u i s i ­
an a  who d e s i r e  c l e a n ,  h o n e s t  and  e f f i c i e n t  a d m in i­
s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s . ^ 2
At t h e  O ctober  21, 1939 , m e e t in g  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B oard  
o f  M anagers o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
Mr. G i r a r d  D av idson , l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a irm an , r e p o r t e d  a t  
l e n g t h  on th e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  l e g i s l a t i v e  program , 
g i v i n g  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  Twelve Y ear School P l a n .
He s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a  l e t t e r  be s e n t  a l l  c a n d id a t e s  f o r  o f ­
f i c e  o f  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  and g o v e rn o r ,  r e q u e s t i n g  
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  on two m a t t e r s — r e d e d i c a t i o n  o f  s e v e ra n c e  
t a x  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  and  th e  Twelve Y ear Schoo l P la n .
Mr. D a v id s o n 's  s u g g e s t i o n  was e f f e c t e d .  D e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  
a c t i o n  w ere p u b l i c i z e d  by Mrs. B la n c h a rd  i n  t h e  n ew sp a p e rs  
th r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  An example o f  h e r  e x p l a n a t io n  f o r  
t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  r e a s o n s  i n  b a c k in g  t h e s e  m e asu res  
a p p e a re d  i n  th e  M orning A d v o c a te . I t  r e a d  a s  f o l lo w s :
The L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  i s  p o l l ­
i n g  c a n d id a t e s  f o r  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n  
f o r  t h e i r  v iew s on two p r o p o s a l s  a d v o c a te d  by th e  
a s s o c i a t i o n — a d d i t i o n  o f  a t  l e a s t  a n o t h e r  y e a r ' s  
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  p r im a ry  s c h o o ls  and co m p le te  s e g r e ­
g a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  fu n d s .
M rs. P au l A. B la n c h a rd ,  a s s o c i a t i o n  p r e s i d e n t ,  
d i r e c t e d  l e t t e r s  t o  each  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  s o l i c i t ­
i n g  t h e i r  v ie w s  on t h e  two " fu n d a m e n ta l"  e d u c a t i o n a l  
m a t t e r s .
P o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  L o u is ia n a  was among seven  
s t a t e s  h a v in g  o n ly  11 g ra d e s  o f  e le m e n ta ry  a n d h i g h  
s c h o o l  t r a i n i n g ,  M rs. B la n c h a rd  s a i d  t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  f e l t  a n o th e r  g ra d e  s h o u ld  be added  t o  b r i n g
10 2 Times P ic a y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  A ugust 15 , 1939 ,
p . 8 .
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" t h i s  s t a t e ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  sy s tem  i n  l i n e  w i th  a c ­
c e p te d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s . "
"The s e v e ra n c e  t a x  and o th e r  fu n d s  have h e r e t o ­
f o r e  been  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e d i c a t e d  f o r  t h e  u se  o f  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s , "  sh e  w ro te  c a n d i d a t e s .  "These 
fu n d s  were t o  be u s e d  f o r  no o t h e r  p u rp o se  b u t  th e  
l a s t  s e s s i o n  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r a i d e d  th e s e  d e d i­
c a t e d  f u n d s . "
M rs. B la n c h a rd  a sk ed  th e  c a n d id a t e s  w h e th e r ,  i f  
e l e c t e d ,  each  w ould  work to w ard  " im m edia te  and 
p r o p e r  i n s t a l l a t i o n "  o f  an a d d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l  y e a r  
and "u se  y o u r  e f f o r t s  to  r e s t o r e  t h e  s a n c t i t y "  o f  
th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d s . 103
One o f  th e  c a n d i d a t e s ,  T. H. H a r r i s ,  answ ered  th e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n  a  l e t t e r  
w hich  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  p a r t  i n  th e  M orning A d v o c a te . The 
a r t i c l e  i n  w hich  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  was in c lu d e d  i s  
g iv e n  below :
A pproval o f  co m p le te  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  a l l  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  fu n d s  and s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p ro p o se d  1 2 th  
s c h o o l  y e a r  o n ly  i f  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  fu n d s  c o u ld  
be s e c u r e d  w ere v o ic e d  y e s t e r d a y  by s t a t e  s u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n  T. H. H a r r i s ,  a c a n d id a te  
f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n ,  i n  answ er to  a l e t t e r  from  Mrs. 
P a u l  A. B la n c h a rd ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  . . .
" I  am u n a l t e r a b l y  opposed  t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  an­
o th e r  s c h o o l  y e a r  i f  t e a c h e r s  and  bus d r i v e r s  a r e  
to  be r e q u i r e d  to  f i n a n c e  th e  added  y e a r , "  Mr. 
H a r r i s  s a i d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  "and t h i s  th e y  w i l l  have 
t o  do u n l e s s  money from  new s o u r c e s  i s  fou n d  f o r  
th e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . "
Mr. H a r r i s  e x p r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  con­
s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment d e d i c a t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  r e v e ­
n u e s  from  th e  s e v e ra n c e  t a x  to  s c h o o l  u se  and  s a i d  
t h a t  when su ch  an amendment was p ro p o se d  and was 
p u t  b e f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  he would "ap­
p e a r  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  and a s k  t h e  p e o p le  f o r  
i t . "104
-^Morning A dvocate  (B a to n  R ouge), November 2, 
1939 , p .  2 .
104T b id . ,  November 7 , 1939, p . 3-
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The 1941 c o n v e n t io n ,  m e e t in g  in  B a to n  Rouge, had a  
l a r g e r  a t t e n d a n c e  th a n  any o t h e r  c o n v e n t io n .  T h ere  was 
e v id e n c e  o f  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  on th e  p a r t  o f  th o s e  a t t e n d ­
in g  and  a B e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  work.
B oth  G overnor Sam Jo n e s  and S u p e r in te n d e n t  John  Coxe ad­
d r e s s e d  th e  c o n v e n t io n .  G overnor Jo n e s  was c o m p le te ly  i n  
a g reem en t w i th  th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
f e d e r a l  a i d  t o  e d u c a t io n ,  a  c o n v e n t io n  t o p i c .  S u p e r in te n ­
d e n t  Coxe rem ark ed  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  fu n d s  g iv e n  to  t r a d e  
s c h o o l s ,  th e  R a t io n a l  Youth A d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  and o th e r  f e d ­
e r a l  g r a n t s  h a d  ca u sed  economic b e t t e r m e n t  and work o p p o r-
, . . .  105t u n i t i e s .
The c o n v e n t io n  a d o p te d  a  l i s t  o f  recom m endations 
c o n c e rn in g  i n t e r - s c h o o l  r a l l i e s ,  to u rn a m e n ts  and f e s t i v a l s .  
T h is  s u b j e c t  h ad  f i r s t  been  c a l l e d  to  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  by Miss E th e l  B e th e a ,  a  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r ,  a t  
t h e  O ctober  1 4 ,  1940, m e e t in g  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  M anagers.
At t h a t  t im e ,  Miss B e th e a  had  co m p la in ed  t h a t  t h e  manner 
i n  w hich t h e s e  c o n t e s t s  were c o n d u c te d  was u n j u s t .  She 
moved t h a t  t h e  b o a rd  go on r e c o r d  o p p o s in g  r a l l i e s  as  th e y  
w ere b e in g  c o n d u c te d .  A no ther  m o tio n  p r o v id in g  f o r  a l i s t  
o f  recom m endations  t o  im prove t h e  manner f o r  c o n d u c t in g  
t h e s e  c o n t e s t s  a l s o  was p a s s e d .  T h is  l i s t ,  b ro u g h t  b e f o r e  
th e  1941 c o n v e n t io n  and a c c e p te d ,  i n c lu d e d  t h e  f o l lo w in g
^ L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a e h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  1941 C o n v e n tio n , B a ton  Rouge, A p r i l ,  1941-
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s u g g e s te d  reco m m en d a tio n s :
Recommended R u le s  f o r  R a l l i e s
1 .  T hat t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  few s t u d e n t s  f o r  en­
t r a n c e  i n  th e  c o n t e s t s  s h a l l  n o t  ca u se  a  neg­
l e c t  i n  th e  t r a i n i n g  o f  o t h e r s  i n  th e  r e g u l a r  
s c h o o l  work o r  an overw ork on t h e  p a r t  o f  
t e a c h e r s .
2 .  That i n  th e  l i t e r a r y  e v e n ts  o f  t h e  r a l l i e s  t h e  
c o n t e s t a n t s  s h o u ld  he ch o sen  by t e s t s  g iv e n  to  
th e  - a r io u s  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o n ly  a  few 
days b e f o r e  t h e  r a l l i e s ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  no sp e ­
c i a l  t r a i n i n g  be g iv e n  so t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
th e  r a l l i e s  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
th e  s c h o o ls  r a t h e r  th a n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g .
3 . T hat,  f o r  p r e v e n t i n g  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y ,  no b a s k e t  
b a l l  team s s h a l l  be a l lo w e d  t o  e n t e r  more th a n  
t h r e e  to u rn a m e n ts  i n  one s e a s o n  and  t h a t  th e  
to u rn a m e n ts  b e  p la n n e d  so  no team  s h a l l  p la y  
more th a n  two games i n  any one day, and  an i n t e r ­
v a l  o f  a t  l e a s t  s i x  h o u r s  s h a l l  e l a p s e  b e tw een  
such gam es.
4 .  That t h e  p r e s s u r e s  t o  w in , e x e r t e d  by a d m i n i s t r a ­
t o r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and  p a t r o n s ,  s h a l l  be e l i m i n a t e d
i n  o r d e r  to  p r e v e n t  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  d i s h o n e s ty  
i n  p r e s e n t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and o f  b a s in g  th e  promo­
t i o n  and  s e c u r i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  upon th e  w in n in g
o f  c o n t e s t s .
5 . T hat c o n t e s t a n t s  s h a l l  be more c a r e f u l l y  s u p e r ­
v i s e d  w h i le  a t t e n d i n g  r a l l i e s  t o  p r e v e n t  m isbe­
h a v i o r ,  d r in k in g ,  and d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  and  
p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y .
6 .  That c h i l d r e n  who a r e  n o t  c o n t e s t a n t s  s h a l l  n o t
be a l lo w e d  by p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  to  a t t e n d
r a l l i e s  away from  home u n l e s s  p r o p e r ly  accom­
p a n ie d  by p a r e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s . 106
The c o n v e n t io n  a l s o  a d o p te d  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  connec­
t i o n  w i t h  i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e  p rogram  d e a l i n g  w i th :  ( l )  a d d i ­
t i o n  o f  one y e a r  t o  L o u i s i a n a ' s  s c h o o l  sy s te m ; (2 )  v i s i t i n g  
t e a c h e r  s e r v i c e  a s  an a i d  t o  j u v e n i l e  p r o t e c t i o n ;
106Ib id .
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(3 )  e x t e n s io n  o f  k i n d e r g a r t e n s ;  ( 4 ) i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  a l lo w ­
ance p e r  e d u c a b le  to  a t  l e a s t  $20 .00  y e a r l y ;  (5 )  r e q u i r e ­
ment o f  t h e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n  t o  compel th e  t e a c h i n g  
o f  t h e  e v i l  e f f e c t s  o f  a l c o h o l  and  n a r c o t i c s ,  i n  a l l  g r a d e s  
above th e  s e v e n th  g r a d e ,  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  Act 167 o f  th e  
1934 L e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  and (6 )  th e  k e e p in g  open o f
sc h o o l  g ro u n d s  a f t e r  s c h o o l  h o u r s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r -  
107p o s e s .  '
I n  h e r  f i n a l  a p p e a ra n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  m em bership  a s  
t h e i r  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t ,  M rs. B la n c h a rd  gave  a resum e o f  h e r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n — th e  e n d e a v o rs ,  a c c o m p lish m e n ts ,  and  recom ­
m e n d a tio n s  f o r  th e  f u t u r e .  She s a id :
I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  an in fo rm e d  m em bership  g ro w in g  
s t e a d i l y ,  c o n s t a n t l y ,  and  i n  g r a c e  o f  ac h iev e m e n t 
ea ch  y e a r  i s  th e  ro c k  on w hich we m ust u l t i m a t e l y  
r e s t .  Each y e a r  o v e r  and  above t h e  t r a n s i e n t  sym­
p a t h e t i c  member who j o i n s  f o r  any  one o f  s e v e r a l  
r e a s o n s ,  m ust be  t h e  g ro w th  in  members o f  th o s e  
p e r s o n s  who b e l i e v e  i n  an d  w i l l  p rom ote  y e a r  i n  and 
y e a r  o u t  t h i s  p rogram  d e s ig n e d  to  s e c u r e  f o r  e v e ry  
c h i l d  t h e  h i g h e s t  developm en t p h y s i c a l l y ,  m e n ta l ly ,  
s o c i a l l y ,  and s p i r i t u a l l y  to  w hich  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
may a s p i r e .  T h is  s o r t  o f  g row th  i s  i n  t h e  m aking 
i n  L o u i s i a n a .
C. P r e s id e n t s  and T h e i r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,
1 9 4 ^ - l ^ g
M rs. Eagan Cox, 1941-1943
I n  1941 , M rs. Fagan Cox o f  Monroe became th e  n i n t h  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  
t h e  c o n v e n t io n  h e l d  i n  B a to n  R ouge. M rs. Cox b r o u g h t  to
107I b id .  108I b id .
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th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  lo n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  c h u rc h ,  c i v i c ,  and 
p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  w ork. For many y e a r s  she  was v o l u n t e e r  
e x e c u t iv e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Y.W.C.A. in  Monroe, l e a d i n g  
t h a t  agency  th ro u g h  th e  d e p r e s s io n  y e a r s  w i th  e f f i c i e n c y
10Q
and u n s e l f i s h  d e v o t io n .  Mrs. Cox was a p io n e e r  w orker
i n  th e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  p rog ram , w i th  a  l o n g  r e c o r d  o f  
v a l u a b le  e x p e r i e n c e  as  a  l o c a l  u n i t  p r e s i d e n t ,  a s  ch a irm an  
o f  v a r i o u s  co m m itte e s ,  a s  a d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  f i f t h  d i s t r i c t ,  
and a s  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Be­
cause  o f  h e r  g r a c i o u s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and s y m p a th e t ic  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  work, sh e  b u i l t  f o r  h e r s e l f  and f o r  t h e  
S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a  w id e s p re a d  p o p u l a r i t y ,  n o t  o n ly  among 
th e  m em bership  b u t  a l s o  among th e  r a n k s  o f  e d u c a to r s  and 
p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s  o u t s i d e  t h e  r e a lm  o f  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  
a s s o c i a t i o n . '* ”1'^
D u rin g  h e r  f i r s t  y e a r ,  Mrs. Cox s e r v e d  on th e  L o u i s i ­
ana E d u c a t io n a l  su rv e y ,  w h ich  was c o n d u c te d  u n d e r  t h e  d i ­
r e c t i o n  o f  Dr. C a r l e to n  W ashburne, S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  
S c h o o ls ,  W innetka , I l l i n o i s .  The su rv e y  was p ro p o se d  and 
i n s t i t u t e d  l a r g e l y  by t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  d u r in g  M rs. B l a n c h a r d 's  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The su rv e y  
made v a l u a b l e  reco m m en d a tio n s ,  many o f  w hich  were a d o p te d
■^^M rs. W. L. G ilm e r ,  M i le s to n e s  Along th e  Way,
V o l. I I  o f  H i s to r y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  £ a r e n t - T e a o h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
( n . p . :  n . n . ,  n . d . ) ,  p . 1 0 .
1 1 0 I b i d . ,  p .  11 .
99
by th e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  i n  r e g a r d  to  
i n c r e a s e d  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s . 111
D u rin g  Mrs. C o x 's  two y e a r s  i n  o f f i c e ,  t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  c o n t in u e d  to  work by means o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  f o r  th e  
p a s s a g e  o f  an im proved m a r r ia g e  law , f o r  th e  d r i v e r ' s  l i ­
ce n se  law , f o r  a s to c k  la w , f o r  an im proved  c h i l d  l a b o r  
la w , f o r  an  a d o p t io n  la w , f o r  a  j u v e n i l e  c o u r t  la w , f o r  
th e  tw e lv e  y e a r  s c h o o l  p la n ,  and  f o r  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t ,  
r a t h e r  th a n  e l e c t i o n ,  o f  th e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  edu­
c a t i o n . 112
I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1942 , G overnor Sam Jo n e s ,  a t  th e  r e ­
q u e s t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  M anagers, i s s u e d  a  p ro c lam a­
t i o n  nam ing th e  week o f  O c to b e r  5 -11 , 1942, a s  P a r e n t -  
T each er  Week. The m onth was d e d ic a t e d  to  m em bership .
T h is  p r a c t i c e  h as  b een  c o n t in u e d  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s .  The 
f i r s t  p r o c la m a t io n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e w i th :
W hereas, t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  y o u th  o f  our n a ­
t i o n  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  and c o n t in u in g  p r o c e s s ,  and 
W hereas, o u r  dem ocracy f u n c t i o n s  e f f i c i e n t l y  
o n ly  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to  an u n d e r s ta n d in g  on th e  p a r t  
o f  o u r  whole p o p u l a t i o n  o f  ea c h  i s s u e  o f  t h e  day, 
i n  war a s  w e l l  a s  i n  p e a c e ,  and
W hereas, th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sy s te m  o f  t h e  U .S. h a s  
r a i s e d  o u r  p e o p le  to  a h ig h e r  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  l i t e r a c y  
th a n  any o th e r  n a t i o n ,  and
W hereas, L o u i s i a n a  i s  n e a r  t h e  b o tto m  o f  a  l i s t  
o f  s t a t e s  a r r a n g e d  i n  a s c e n d in g  o r d e r  o f  l i t e r a c y ,  
and
111 N a t io n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  th e  F o r t y - F i f t h  Annual M e e tin g  (C h ic a g o , 1 9 4 1 ) ,  
p .  263•
112L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
t h e  1942 C o n v en tio n , N a tc h i to c h e s ,  A p r i l ,  1942 .
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W hereas, e d u c a t i o n a l  g ro u p s  su ch  a s  th e  L o u i s i ­
an a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  work to w ard  an  
a m e l i o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d e p lo r a b le  s i t u a t i o n .
Now t h e r e f o r e ,  I ,  Sam H. J o n e s ,  G overnor o f  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  do h e re b y  p r o c la im  th e  week o f  
O c to b e r  5-11 a s  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Week.
I n  w i tn e s s  o f  t h e  above P ro c la m a t io n ,  I  have  
h e r e t o  s e t  my h an d  and c a u se d  to  be  a f f i x e d  th e  
G re a t  S e a l  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  o f  t h e  c a p i -  
t o l  i n  th e  c i t y  o f  E a to n  Rouge t h i s  2 8 th  day o f  
A ugust A.D. 1 9 4 2 . ^ 3
I n  J a n u a ry ,  1943 > M rs. Cox became i l l .  Prom h e r  
home sh e  d i r e c t e d  th e  work o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s ­
s i s t e d  by  an  a b le  and s y m p a th e t ic  s t a f f  o f  o f f i c e r s .  I n  
June  o f  t h a t  y e a r  h e r  p h y s i c i a n  a d v is e d  h e r  to  r e s i g n  th e  
o f f i c e ,  a s  th e  work was more th a n  h e r  h e a l t h  would p e r ­
m i t . '1'1 ^ She s u b m i t te d  h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  th e  B oard  o f  
M anagers on June 18 , i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  "due to  p ro lo n g e d  
i l l n e s s  . . .  i t  would be an i n j u s t i c e  to  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n "
f o r  h e r  t o  a t te m p t  to  co m p le te  h e r  l a s t  y e a r  o f  a d m in i-  
115s t r a t i o n .
M rs. R oger P . S harp , 1943-1947
Upon M rs. C o x 's  r e s i g n a t i o n  Mrs. Roger P . S harp  
o f  New O r l e a n s ,  t h e  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  to o k  o v e r  th e  
d u t i e s  o f  t h e  p r e s id e n c y .  On assum ing  t h e  o f f i c e ,  Mrs.
■ ^ ^ P ro c la m a t io n  i s s u e d  A ugust 28, 1942 , by t h e  Hon. 
Sam H. J o n e s ,  G overnor o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
■ ^^G ilm er, op . c i t . ,  p . 1 2 .
■ ^•^L ette r  from  M rs. Pagan Cox to  t h e  S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  
M anagers , L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Ju n e  18 , 
1943.
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Sharp  commented, " I f  I  h av e  any c o n t r i b u t i o n  a t  a l l  t o
make, I  want to  make i t  f o r  th e  c h i l d r e n .  They a r e  so
h e l p l e s s .  I t  i s  no f a u l t  o f  t h e i r s  i f  t h e i r  s c h o o ls  a r e  
i n a d e q u a t e .
Mrs. S harp  was r e a r e d  on a c o l l e g e  campus, t h e  
d a u g h te r  o f  a p r o f e s s o r ,  and  in  1924 was g r a d u a te d  from  
R ando lph  Macon i n  L ynchburg , V i r g i n i a .  I t  was a f t e r  mar­
r i a g e  t h a t  she came to  New O rle a n s  t o  l i v e .  Her ed u ca­
t i o n a l  background  gave h e r  n o t  o n ly  a  deep i n t e r e s t  i n  
e d u c a t io n  b u t  a l s o  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  h e r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  
t h e  p rob lem s t h a t  f a c e d  t e a c h e r s  and  to  be c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  
c r i t i c a l  o f  s c h o o l  s y s te m s .  Her t r a i n i n g ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith
i n h e r e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  made h e r  a good and  f o r c e f u l
117s p e a k e r ,  as  w e l l  a s  a s k i l l e d  w r i t e r .
Mrs. S harp  came t o  th e  p r e s id e n c y  w i th  much P a r e n t -  
T ea c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  d a t i n g  from  th e  t im e  when 
as  an  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r e n t  sh e  went t o  th e  M e rr ic k  Schoo l i n  
New O rle a n s  to  v i s i t .  Prom t h a t  day she became an a c t i v e  
and i n t e r e s t e d  p a t r o n .  T h is  i n t e r e s t  l e d  h e r  to  t h e  p r e s i ­
dency o f  th e  New O rle a n s  C o u n c il  and  f i n a l l y  to  t h e  s t a t e  
p r e s id e n c y  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a re n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
T hroughou t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  movement, Mrs. S h a rp  h e l d  t o  th e  i d e a  t h a t  th e
c h i e f  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s h o u ld  be t o  t h e
1 ] 8w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .
^■^Gilmer, op. c i t . ,  p.  22 . ^ ^ I b id .  ~^^I b id .
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Mrs. Sharp r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  v a lu e  o f  d i s t r i c t  d i r e c ­
t o r s  t o  th e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  However, sh e  n o te d  t h a t  
some o f  them were d i r e c t i n g  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a r e a s  t h a t  
were e n t i r e l y  too  l a r g e .  She a d v o c a te d  f u r t h e r  d i v i s i o n  
and an  i n c r e a s e  to  f o u r t e e n  d i s t r i c t s  was f i n a l l y  e f ­
f e c t e d . 119
Throughout M rs. S h a r p 's  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  war c o n d i­
t i o n s  and  war needs  w ere em p h as ized . A t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  
to  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  o f  c l o t h i n g  f o r  p eo p le  i n  c o u n t r i e s  r a v ­
aged  by th e  war; a p p e a l s  were made f o r  A m ericans t o  re d u c e  
fo o d  w a s te ,  and members were u rg e d  to  j o i n  t h e  "C lean  P l a t e  
C lu b s ."  f r i e n d s h i p  b o x es  w ere e n c o u ra g e d ,  w i th  th e  r e s u l t  
t h a t  many t e a c h e r s  i n  w a r - d e v a s t a t e d  c o u n t r i e s  were a b le  t o
c a r r y  on t h e i r  s c h o o l  work b e c a u se  o f  m a t e r i a l s  s e n t  them
120by members o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .
M rs. Sharp p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  p o s t - c o n v e n t io n  b o a rd  
m e e t in g  h e l d  in  Monroe, A p r i l  25, 1943. She announced  a t  
t h i s  m e e t in g  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
w i th  th e  Young M en's B u s in e s s  Club and t h e  L o u is ia n a  Con­
f e r e n c e  o f  S o c ia l  W e lfa re ,  was g iv in g  c o n c e r t e d  s u p p o r t
f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t
121o f  t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n .  Thus, one o f
t h e  m o st c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p rogram s o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a
119I b i d . , p . 23 . 120I b i d .
^■^L ouisiana P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e Board o f  M anagers, Monroe, A p r il 25,
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P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  was g iv e n  added im p e tu s .  
T hroughout t h e  y e a r s  th e  d r i v e  f o r  p a s s a g e  o f  such  l e g i s ­
l a t i o n  h a s  re m a in e d  a m a jo r  g o a l  o f  t h e  g ro u p .
A f t e r  in fo rm in g  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  th e  s u p p o r t  
"being g iv e n  t h e  p ro p o sed  com pulso ry  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  " b i l l  
"by t h e  S t a t e  D epartm en t o f  E d u c a t io n ,  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o u n c i l ,  th e  L o u i s i a n a  C o n fe ren c e  o f  S o c ia l  W e lfa re ,  and  
o th e r  i n t e r e s t e d  g ro u p s ,  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  j o in e d  i n  th e  s u p p o r t ,  and b o th  b i l l s  were e n d o r s e d  
in  p r i n c i p l e  by t h e  S t a t e  B o ard  o f  E d u c a t io n .
These two p r o p o s a l s  w ere among th e  r e s o l u t i o n s  
a d o p te d  a t  t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t io n  h e l d  i n  New 
O rle a n s  i n  May, 1944 . The l i s t  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  in c lu d e d  
th e  f o l lo w in g  reco m m en d a tio n s  and e n d o rse m e n ts :  ( l )  t h a t
th e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  be e l e c t e d  by th e  
S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  w h ich  i n  t u r n  h a s  b een  e l e c t e d  
by t h e  p e o p le ;  (2 )  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s p o n s o r  a compul­
so ry  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  law  p r o v id in g  f o r  e n fo rce m e n t 
th ro u g h  v i s i t i n g  t e a c h e r s ;  ( 3 )  t h a t  one y e a r  be added  t o  
th e  s t a t e  s c h o o l  sy s tem ; (4 )  t h a t  k i n d e r g a r t e n s  be  e x te n d ­
ed and  n u r s e r y  s c h o o ls  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w i th  f e d e r a l  m onies 
r e q u e s t e d  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t ;  (5 )  t h a t  t h e r e  be  a  more a c ­
t i v e  p rogram  i n  t e a c h i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  and  e f f e c t s  o f  a l c o h o l  
and n a r c o t i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  em phasis  i n  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  p r o ­
grams i n  t h i s  f i e l d ;  (6 )  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  b o a r d  recommend 
developm ent o f  an  a d e q u a te  program  o f  e d u c a t io n  f o r  s p a s ­
t i c  c r i p p l e s ;  (7 )  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  recommend f a v o r i n g
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s t a t e  a i d  to  e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ;  (8 )  t h a t  f e d e r a l  
a i d  t o  e d u c a t io n  be e n c o u ra g e d ,  and t h a t  t h i s  a i d  be ad­
m i n i s t e r e d  th ro u g h  t h e  r e g u l a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  
th e  s t a t e s ;  (9 )  t h a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A sso c ia ­
t i o n  e n c o u ra g e  th e  p a s s i n g  o f  a  s t a t e  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  la w ;
(10) t h a t  amendments t o  th e  p r e s e n t  m a r r ia g e  law s f o r  b e t ­
t e r  c o n t r o l  o f  v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  be e n c o u ra g e d ,  and
(11) t h a t  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  e n d o rse  h ig h e r  s a l a r i e s  f o r
122t e a c h e r s  i n  o r d e r  to  have  b e t t e r  t e a c h e r s .
I n  r e g a r d  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  th e  y e a r  1944 was f a i r l y  
s u c c e s s f u l  f o r  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .
In  t h e  S ep tem b er , 1944 , i s s u e  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T each er  B u l l e t i n , M rs. E a r l  M i l l e r ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  Chairm an, 
sum m arized  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  by t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  on 
th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  p rogram . She c i t e d  th e  la w s  
i n  w h ich  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was i n t e r e s t e d  a s  b e in g  p r e s e r v e d  
i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  fo rm , and  n o te d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  r e t a i n  
t e a c h e r s  u n d e r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  war c o n d i t i o n s  h ad  b een  ser- 
c u r e d .  A cco rd in g  to  M rs. M i l l e r ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  g a in e d  
th e  b a s i s  o f  a  good co m p u lso ry  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  la w , b u t  
was u n a b le  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment to  change 
th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in t e n d e n c y  s e l e c t i o n .  The L e g i s l a t u r e  
g r a n t e d  $ 2 2 .5 0  p e r  e d u c a b le  a l lo w a n c e ,  w h ich  Mrs. M i l l e r
“ I  O O
L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1944 C onvention , New O rlean s, May, 1 9 4 4 .
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hoped  w ould  n o t  be lo w e re d  a t  w a r 's  e n d .1 2 ^
M rs. M i l l e r  a l s o  e x p re s s e d  th e  h o p es  o f  t h e  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  f o r  th e  1946 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  u r g in g  c o n t in u e d  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t  o f  f e d e r a l  a i d  t o  edu­
c a t i o n  and  a d v o c a t in g  n o t  o n ly  a change i n  t h e  m ethod o f  
s e l e c t i n g  th e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  b u t  a l s o  th e  m ethod  o f  
p a y in g  o u t  f u n d s .  Her r e a s o n in g  was t h a t :
. . . p a y in g  money on th e  b a s i s  o f  number o f  edu- 
c a b le  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  community i s  f a r  out-m oded  by 
th e  b e t t e r  p l a n  o f  p a y in g  on th e  b a s i s  o f  a t e a c h e r -  
u n i t  sy s tem  b a s e d  p a r t l y  upon a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d ­
a n c e .  Under su ch  a  sys tem  th o s e  p a r i s h e s  k e e p in g  
th e  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  lo n g e r  and 
i n  l a r g e r  num bers w i l l  be p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  b e t t e r  
reco m p en sed . I t  i s  a r i d i c u l o u s  commentary on our 
p h i lo s o p h y  o f  d e m o c ra t ic  e d u c a t io n  t o  pay o u t  money 
f o r  c h i l d r e n  who n e v e r  see  th e  i n s i d e  o f  a 
s c h o o l .124
At th e  O c to b e r  3, 1944 , m e e t in g  o f  th e  B oard  o f  
M anagers , th e  members a g r e e d  to  oppose th e  amendment a l ­
lo w in g  c h i l d r e n  o f  f i v e  and  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  to  e n t e r  
s c h o o l .  A com m ittee  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Mrs, W. S. V in c e n t ,  a 
M rs. Y oungblood, and D r. C l a r a  T ucker l i s t e d  r e a s o n s  f o r  
o p p o s in g  t h i s  amendment a s  f o l lo w s :
1 .  The L o u is ia n a  c u r r ic u lu m  o r  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y  i n  
th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  i s  n o t  a d a p te d  to  t h e  
n e e d s  and  a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  c h i l d  o f  5& y e a r s .
2 . The e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i s  
n o t  t r a i n e d  i n  p r e - s c h o o l  and k i n d e r g a r t e n  
m e thods , w hich  a r e  n ee d ed  i n  g u id in g  y e a r  o ld
^ 2 ^Mrs. E a r l  M i l l e r ,  " L o u is ia n a  L e g i s l a t e s  i n  War­
t i m e . "  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e h t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n , V II  (S e p tem b e r ,  
1 9 4 4 ) ,  1 .
1 2 4 I b id .
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c h i l d r e n .
3. The d a i ly  t im e  sc h ed u le  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  n o t  
a d a p te d  to  t h e  age o f  a  5^ y e a r  o l d  c h i l d .
4 .  The L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  h a s  ac ­
t i v e l y  s u p p o r t e d  a 12 y e a r  s c h o o l  p l a n  so t h a t  
c h i l d r e n  may g r a d u a te  a t  a  more m a tu re  l e v e l  
th a n  p r e v i o u s l y ,  h u t  i f  t h e  c h i l d  i s  a l lo w e d  to  
e n t e r  a t  5& y e a r s  t h i s  p l a n  w i l l  be  d e f e a te d ,
i n  p a r t . 125
In  1944 , th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e a l i z e d  
v i c t o r y  in  i t s  lo n g  s t r u g g l e  f o r  a  tw e lv e  y e a r  sch o o l p la n  
in  L o u i s i a n a .  D uring  t h e  1943-44 s c h o o l  y e a r ,  th e  S t a t e  
B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n  and  t h e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  had a g r e e d  
t h a t  a  t w e l f t h  y e a r  3 h o u ld  he added t o  th e  s c h o o l  sy s te m . 
To p la n  th e  change t o  t h e  new sy s te m , a  s t a t e w id e  commit­
t e e  was named and d i r e c t e d  to  o u t l i n e  th e  s t e p s  n e c e s s a r y  
in  m aking th e  t r a n s f e r .  The com m ittee  was c h a rg e d  w i t h  
th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p l a c i n g  th e  new g ra d e  i n  th e  s c h o o l  
sy s tem  and p la n n in g  a program  o f  g r a d u a l  change which 
w ould b r i n g  a b o u t  th e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s  w i th  a  minimum o f  
h a r d s h i p  f o r  any c h i l d  and  w i th o u t  u p s e t t i n g  th e  s c h o o ls  
to o  much. The com m ittee  recommended t h a t  t h e  new g ra d e  be 
p la c e d  a t  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  s e v e n -g ra d e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l ,  
t h e r e b y  m aking an e i g h t - g r a d e  e le m e n ta ry  sy s tem , fo l lo w e d  
by t h e  u s u a l  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l .  Such a program  
w ould p la c e  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  L o u is ia n a  in  l i n e  w i th  t h e  p r e ­
v a i l i n g  sy s te m s  in  m ost o f  th e  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  L o u is ia n a
■^^Louisiana P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  the Board o f  M anagers, A lexan d ria ,
O ctober 3, 1^44.
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would h a v e  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e i g h t - f o u r  s c h o o l  p ro g ra m .1 *^
M rs .  Sharp r e p o r t e d  i n  h e r  a n n u a l  message to  t h e  
membership  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1 944-45  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  two 
m a jo r  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ;  a  com pulso ry  s c h o o l  
a t t e n d a n c e  law "which i s  among th e  b e s t  i n  th e  n a t i o n "  and  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  L o u i s i a n a  s c h o o l s  on a  t w e l v e - y e a r  p r o ­
gram. She went on t o  d e p l o r e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment a l l o w i n g  c h i l d r e n  f i v e  y e a r s  and  
e i g h t  months o f  age t o  e n t e r  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e ,  s t r e s s i n g  
t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n s  t o  p r e s e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  
t h e  amendment had  b ee n  made t o  t h e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n  f rom  
most  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  m e e t i n g s .  I n  commenting on s c h o o l  
f i n a n c i n g ,  she n o t e d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  ag reem en t  w i th  t h e  
S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  on t h e  n e e d  f o r  a d e q u a te  
f i n a n c i n g  b u t  d i s a g r e e d  a s  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
f u n d s .  The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  p ro p o s e d  an a d d i t i o n a l  s a l e s  
t a x ,  b u t  M rs .  Sharp  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a gas  
g a t h e r i n g  t a x .  Her v iew s w ere ,  "Gas i s  a  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  
o f  t h i s  s t a t e ;  i t  i s  now b e i n g  e x p l o i t e d  f o r  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  
and  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  l e a s t  s h o u ld  r e c e i v e  some b e n e f i t  f ro m  
t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  Even i f  we b e l i e v e d  
i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s a l e s  t a x ,  we sh o u ld  h a t e  to  depend on a
1 o f
M. S. R o b e r t s o n ,  R e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  
S ch o o ls  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S in ce  t h e  I n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  T w e l f th  
Grade Sys tem  (B a ton  Rouge: B ureau  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  M a t e r i a l s
and Rftaeaych, C o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Uni­
v e r s i t y ,  J u n e ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  P- 5-
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t a x  which  h a s  so d o u b t f u l  a chance  o f  p a s s a g e  f o r  a d d i -
1?7t i o n a l  s c h o o l  f u n d s . "
A p p ea r in g  b e f o r e  t h e  Board  o f  Managers on J a n u a r y  26 
1946, Mrs.  P a u l  A. B l a n c h a r d ,  a  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t ,  spoke on 
t h e  p ro p o s e d  h i l l  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a p p o i n t ­
ment o f  t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n .  She an­
nounced  t h a t  e l e v e n  s t a t e w i d e  g ro u p s  were c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  
t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  com m ittee  i n  s p o n s o r in g  t h e
■I p Q
h i l l  and w ork ing  f o r  i t s  p a s s a g e .  Among t h e  e l e v e n  
g ro u p s  o f  which  Mrs. B l a n c h a r d  spoke was a g ro u p  o f  e i g h t  
p a r i s h  o f f i c i a l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s e c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  s t a t e :  E. D. Shaw, ch a i rm an ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f
s c h o o l s ,  Morehouse P a r i s h ;  H. A. N o r to n ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f
s c h o o l s ,  C a l c a s i e u  P a r i s h ;  L. G. P o r t e r ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f
s c h o o l s ,  I h e r i a  P a r i s h ;  C. L. Barrow, s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f
s c h o o l s ,  E a s t  Baton  Rouge P a r i s h ;  E. A. Lee ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
o f  s c h o o l s ,  N a t c h i t o c h e s  P a r i s h ;  L i o n e l  B o u r g e o i s ,  a s s i s ­
t a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s ,  O r le a n s  P a r i s h ;  E l i z a b e t h  
T a y lo r ,  a s s i s t a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s ,  Caddo P a r i s h ;  
and Rex B e a rd ,  com m ittee  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y ,  a s s i s t a n t  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  i n  ch a rg e  o f  b u s i n e s s  f o r  E a s t  
Ba ton  Rouge P a r i s h  and fo rm e r  d i r e c t o r  o f  f i n a n c e  f o r  t h e
^"^M rs .  Roger S h a rp ,  " P r e s i d e n t ' s  Annual R e p o r t , "  
L o u i s i a n a  F a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n , V I I I  (November, 1 9 4 5 ) ,  1
L o u is ia n a  P axen t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting  o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers, A lex a n d ria ,
January 26, 1946 .
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S t a t e  D epar tm en t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  T h is  com m it tee  recommended 
t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  be a p p o i n t e d  by 
th e  S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  By t h e  u s e  o f  a  c h a r t  t h e  
com m ittee  members i n d i c a t e d  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n a l  and adm in i ­
s t r a t i v e  ch an g es  which  t h e y  s u p p o r t e d .  (The c h a r t  i s  
g iv e n  i n  t h e  A ppend ix . )  The L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  As­
s o c i a t i o n  was i n  a g ree m en t  w i t h  t h e  recom m enda t ions  o f
t h e s e  e i g h t  p a r i s h  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  and  gave p u b l i c  su p -
129p o r t  t o  t h e i r  program o f  " r e f o r m . ”
At t h e  1946 c o n v e n t i o n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  ap p o in tm e n t  o f  
th e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  was t h e  m a jo r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The main a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  
c o n v e n t io n  was on t h i s  t o p i c  and was d e l i v e r e d  by Don M. 
Ewing, a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  S h r e v e p o r t  T im es , who t o l d  
o f  a  r e c e n t  su rv ey  s e e k i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p in io n  on t h e  sub­
j e c t  from t h e  c h i e f  s c h o o l  o f f i c e r  o f  ev e ry  s t a t e  t e a c h e r s '  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s u rv e y  s h e d  new l i g h t  on 
a rgum ents  o f  some o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  p l a n  f o r  an  a p p o i n t i v e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  They a r g u e d  t h a t  L o u i s i a n a  would be j o i n ­
in g  a  sm a l l  m i n o r i t y  i n  su ch  an i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r  i f  t h e y  
a d o p te d  su c h  a  sy s tem .  Ewing s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n ,  
s i g n e d  r e p l i e s  t o  h i s  q u e r i e s  r e v e a l e d  i n s t e a d  t h a t  L o u i s i ­
ana  would  "become p a r t  o f  a  p i t i f u l l y  sm a l l  m i n o r i t y  i f  i t  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  a n t i q u a t e d  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n
^ ^ L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er B u l l e t i n , IX (A p r il ,
1 9 4 6 ) , 3.
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sy s tem  f o r  i t s  c h i e f  s c h o o l  o f f i c e r .  . . . The n a t i o n ' s  
l e a d i n g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a t o r s  and s t a t e  s c h o o l  e x e c u t i v e s  
n o t  o n ly  f a v o r  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a p p o in tm e n t s  h u t  an _over- 
whelming m a . jo r i ty  o f  them demand i t  and ,  where th e y  do n o t  
a l r e a d y  h av e  i t ,  a r e  f i g h t i n g  to  g e t  i t .
The c o n v e n t io n  p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  s t r e s s i n g  i t s  be ­
l i e f  i n  t h e  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  sy s tem  and a g a i n  
u r g i n g  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  O th e r  
r e s o l u t i o n s  co n c e rn ed  more d e f i n i t i v e  amendments to  t h e  
T ea c h e r  R e t i r e m e n t  Law, g o v e rn in g  minimum m onth ly  a l l o t ­
ment,  r e t i r e m e n t  ag e ,  a  s t a t e  sys tem  o f  r e c i p r o c a t i o n , . 
and t im e  f o r  b e g i n n in g  o f  p e n s i o n .  The a s s o c i a t i o n  r e g i s ­
t e r e d  a p p r o v a l  o f  a  s t r o n g  t e a c h e r  t e n u r e  p r o t e c t i v e  law ,  
and r e i t e r a t e d  i t s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  amendment 
p e r m i t t i n g  f i v e - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d r e n  t o  e n t e r  f i r s t  g r a d e  was 
unsound  e d u c a t i o n a l l y .  I n  o t h e r  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  gave a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t r a d e  s c h o o l s  
where n e e d e d ,  t h e  ap p o in tm e n t  o f  a d i r e c t o r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n ,  a law  r e q u i r i n g  a s t a n d a r d  p r e ­
m a r i t a l  e x a m in a t io n  f o r  b o t h  men and women, and  t h e  p u r -
131c h a se  and  u s e  o f  v i s u a l  a i d s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s .
At t h e  1946 L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n  t h e  a p p o i n t i v e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  b i l l  d id  n o t  p a s s  t h e  com m it tee  i n  i t s
- ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u te s  o f  
t h e  1946 C o n v e n t io n , S h r e v e p o r t ,  A p r i l ,  1946 .
131 I b i d .
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h e a r i n g .  However,  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  p l e d g e d
to  a t t a c k  i t  a g a i n  a t  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
1^2l e g i s l a t u r e .  J
A n o th e r  program o f  m a jo r  em phasis  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1946 was t h a t  which p r o p o s e d  
changes  i n  th e  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  law s .  The P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  to o k  i s s u e  w i t h  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s  
r e q u i r i n g  a minimum number o f  h o u r s '  c r e d i t  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  f o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to  t e a c h  i n  the  s c h o o l s  
o f  L o u i s i a n a .  An a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  L o u is ia n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n  f o r  A p r i l ,  1946, g a v e  a c l e a r  ex ­
p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p o in t  o f  
v iew .  I t  r e a d :
S in c e  t h e  new t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
a s  a d o p te d  by th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n  i n  Oc­
t o b e r  1943 w i l l  n o t  become e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  J u l y  1 ,  
1 9 4 7 , t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t ime f o r  f u r t h e r  e x a m in a t io n  
and  amendment by t h e  B oard .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e ­
o p e n in g  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r  by t h e  Board w i l l  b r in g  
a b o u t  some r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  the  emphasis  p r e s ­
e n t l y  p l a c e d  i n  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  on t h e  p u r e ly  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m  s k i l l s  t h a t  h a v e  come t o  be 
c a l l e d  " e d u c a t i o n . "
We have no q u a r r e l  w i th  s k i l l s  a s  such .  We do 
t h i n k  t h a t  s k i l l s  a r e  s e c o n d a ry  t o  a  r i p e  and 
th o r o u g h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f i e l d  i n  which t h e  
s k i l l  i s  t o  be an  im p lem e n t in g  f a c t o r .  However, 
B u l l e t i n  497 o f  t h e  S t a t e  D epartm en t  on S ta t e  C e r ­
t i f i c a t i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  Super­
v i s o r s ,  P r i n c i p a l s  and  l i b r a r i a n s  v i g o r o u s l y  r e ­
f u t e s  such  an a n t i q u e  i d e a .
A l l  o f  u s  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  c r y i n g  n e e d  of  t h e  ag e  
i s  co m p e te n t ,  in fo rm e d  l e a d e r s h i p .  Some of  u s
- ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u te s  o f  
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee M ee t ing ,  New O r l e a n s ,  June £6 , 
1 9 4 ^ ----------------------
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have  come to  f e e l  t h a t  w h i l e  h e r e d i t y  p l a y s  i t s  
b a s i c  r o l e ,  en v i ronm en t  a s  e x p r e s s e d  in  i n t e l l i g e n t  
t e a c h i n g  s h o u ld  p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  s t i m u l a t i o n  f o r  
co m p e te n t  l e a d e r s h i p  th a n  i t  p r e s e n t l y  d o es .
D e s p i t e  s i l l  t h e  community t a b o o s ,  i n a d e q u a t e  s a l ­
a r i e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e s ,  e t c . ,  t h e r e  a r e  i n ­
s p i r e d  young men and  women who f e e l  t h e  c a l l  t o  
t e a c h .  Many o f  t h e s e ,  m a tu r e  men and  women f o r  t h e  
most  p a r t ,  a r e  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  t e a c h  in  L o u i s i a n a .  
Many o f  t h e s e  w e l l - p r e p a r e d  t e a c h e r s  have m a s t e r ' s  
and d o c t o r ' s  d e g r e e s  from t h e  most c h e r i s h e d  o f  our 
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  b u t  s t r a n g e  and  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r e g u l a ­
t i o n s  a r e j keeping- them from  t e a c h i n g  in  t h e  h ig h  
s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  m os t  i l l i t e r a t e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  
B u l l e t i n  497 o f  t h e  S t a t e  D epa r tm en t  o f  E d u c a t io n  
s a y s  th e y  a r e  n o t  q u a l i f i e d .  P r o f e s s o r  A l b e r t  
E i n s t e i n  c o u ld  n o t  be i n v i t e d  t o  t e a c h  p h y s i c s  i n  
t h e s e  h i g h  s c h o o l s .  He h a s  n o t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  h o u rs  
i n  " e d u c a t i o n . ” He has  n o t  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g re e  from 
a  s c h o o l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  To s a y  t h a t  
a  t e a c h e r  sh o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  know more a b o u t  t h e  
t e c h n i c s  o f  i m p a r t i n g  h i s  s u b j e c t  t h a n  th e  s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r  i t s e l f  seems n o t  v e r y  b r i g h t .  And i t  can 
o n ly  l e a d  t o  a t i g h t ,  i n b r e d ,  p s e u d o - p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o n t r o l  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
C u r i o u s l y  enough,  th e  i n h i b i t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  
B u l l e t i n  497 a r e  n o t  a p p l i e d  to  members o f  t h e  
S t a t e  D epartm ent s t a f f .  We t h i n k  t h a t  i s  good ,  b u t  
a l s o  a l i t t l e  odd, s i n c e  a  D epa r tm en t  s u p e r v i s o r  
may have somehow e s c a p e d  t h e  " e d u c a t i o n ” he  must 
s u p e r v i s e .  The D e p a r t m e n t ' s  s t a f f  a r e  p r o b a b ly  a l l  
c a p a b le  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d s  w i t h  ample c r e d e n ­
t i a l s ,  and we assume B u l l e t i n  497 was n o t  m ean t  f o r  
them.
We hope th e  S t a t e  Board  o f  E d u c a t io n  w i l l  r e ­
open t h e  m a t t e r  o f  B u l l e t i n  497 and  t h a t  i t  w i l l  
a d o p t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  a  New O r l e a n s  t e a c h e r  by 
a p p o i n t i n g  a  com m it tee  o f  c o l l e g e  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  
p r e s i d e n t s  t o g e t h e r  w i th  o u t s t a n d i n g  laymen i n t e r ­
e s t e d  i n  p u l l i n g  u p  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  
t h i s  s t a t e  t o  s t u d y  th e  m a t t e r .  B u l l e t i n  497 r e ­
v e a l s  t h e  c rux  o f  a  good d e a l  t h a t  i s  th e  m a t t e r  
w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e .  P y ra m id in g  c r e d i t  i n  t e a c h i n g  
methods t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  l e a r n i n g  i s  t o  f u r t h e r  
h a n d i c a p  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a b i l i t y  to  p r o v i d e  t r u s t w o r t h y  
l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e s e  c r i t i c a l  d a y s . 1 33
133»Tea c h e r  C e r t i f i c a t i o n , " L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  B u l l e t i n ,  IX ( A p r i l ,  1 9 4 6 ) , "XI
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In  i t s  a t t e m p t  to  g e t  th e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a s  w r i t t e n  i n  B u l l e t i n  497 o f  t h e  S t a t e  D epartm ent  o f  Edu­
c a t i o n  changed ,  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  s e n t  a  l e t ­
t e r  t o  a l l  members o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n  u r g i n g  
t h a t  th e y  r e f e r  t h e  b u l l e t i n  t o  a s p e c i a l  com mittee  f o r  
f u r t h e r  s t u d y  and f o r  c h a n g e s .  The l e t t e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  was " p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t u r b e d "  over  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  what i t  t e rm e d  "an e x c e s s i v e  number o f  
c o u r s e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n , "  e m p h as iz in g  t h a t  w h i l e  a  t e a c h e r  
n e e d s  some t r a i n i n g  i n  m ethod ,  h i s  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r a l  b ac k ­
g ro u n d  and r i c h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t  f i e l d  a r e  o f  
p r im a ry  im p o r t a n c e .  Also p o i n t e d  o u t  was t h e  w a s te d  e f ­
f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  a l l  t e a c h e r s  d o in g  p o s t g r a d u a t e  work.  
Under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  B u l l e t i n  497 each  would be r e ­
q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  n i n e  h o u rs  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i f  he h ad  any 
a m b i t i o n  f o r  p ro m o t io n .  S i n c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  l e t t e r ,  
o n ly  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e s e  t e a c h e r s  would s e c u r e  a d m in i ­
s t r a t i v e  p o s t s ,  t h i s  i n d i c a t e d  w as ted  e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t .  The l e t t e r  r a i s e d  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  b e i n g  c h o sen  on t h e  b a s i s  
o f  t h e i r  c o u r s e  h o u r s  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and 
a s k e d  w h e th e r  i t  w ould  n o t  be  w i s e r  t o  s e l e c t  them f o r  
q u a l i t i e s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and  e x e c u t i v e  acumen, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  "we know o f  no c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  which  
c h o o s e s  i t s  deans an d  h e a d s  o f  d e p a r tm e n t s "  on t h i s  b a s i s .  
I n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e r e  were o t h e r  u n d e f i n e d ,
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s e r i o u s  f a u l t s  which, i t  u r g e d  t h e  S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t io n  
t o  s t u d y  and su b m i t  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  n o t  o n ly  to  ed u ca ­
t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  i n  f i e l d s  o t h e r  t h a n  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  to  
o u t s t a n d i n g  c i t i z e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e a d e r -  
s h i p . 1 *
Mrs. B la n c h a rd ,  a s  an o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a t t e n d e d  th e  
m e e t in g  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board  o f  E d u c a t io n  h e l d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  
1947- B u l l e t i n  497 was d i s c u s s e d  and Mrs. B la n c h a rd  r e ­
p o r t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  much d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  b o a r d  ag ree d  t h a t  
t h i s  b u l l e t i n  was i n  n e e d  o f  r e v i s i o n .  The S t a t e  B oa rd  o f  
E d u c a t io n  a p p o i n t e d  a com m ittee  t o  r e - r e a d  B u l l e t i n  497 
and r e p o r t  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  i t s  improvement by May 1,
1 9 4 7 -135
I n  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Congress  as  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Mrs.  Sharp t o l d  
o f  t h e  program s which  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was s u p p o r t i n g  and 
w ork ing  t o  have ap p ro v ed ,  m e n t io n in g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  g as  
g a t h e r i n g  t a x ,  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  and t h e  a p p o i n t i v e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  She a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  o p p o s i t i o n  to  su c h  p ro ­
p o s a l s  a s  t h e  amendments d e s ig n e d  t o  weaken th e  C i v i l
^ ■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom  Mrs. Roger P. Sharp  t o  members o f  
t h e  S t a t e  Board  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  J u l y  18,  1946 .
1  - i c
J L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers, A lex a n d ria ,
January 187 1947-
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S e r v i c e  Laws and th e  p ro p o s e d  new s a l e s  t a x . 1 -^
Mrs. S h a r p ' s  l a s t  y e a r  a s  p r e s i d e n t  marked t h e  t e r ­
m in a l  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  p hase  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T each e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w i t h  a  membership  
o f  o v e r  4 0 ,0 0 0 ,  was on s o l i d  f o o t i n g  w i t h  f i n a n c e s  s u f f i ­
c i e n t  t o  c a r r y  on work and w i t h  a s t a n d i n g  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
c i r c l e s  t h a t  commanded r e s p e c t .  To Mrs.  S h a r p ' s  c r e d i t  go 
t h e  f i n a l  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  com pulsory  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  law ,  
and  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a tw e lv e  y e a r  s c h o o l  sy s tem  f o r  
L o u i s i a n a .
L u r in g  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  s p o n s o r e d  a  b i l l  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a s c h o o l  f o r  s p a s t i c  c h i l d r e n .  L a t e r  t h i s
s c h o o l  was b u i l t  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e
1 ^7S t a t e  Board  o f  E d u c a t io n .  J
With t h e s e  acco m p l ish m e n ts  as  e v id e n c e  o f  h e r  d e d i ­
c a t i o n  and  l e a d e r s h i p ,  Mrs. Sharp  summed up h e r  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n  when she  s a i d ,  " P a r e n t - t e a c h e r  work i n  L o u i s i a n a  
makes heavy  demands on b o th  t im e  and e n e rg y ,  b u t  i t  o f f e r s  
so many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s e r v i c e  to  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
t h a t  i t  pays  g r e a t  d i v i d e n d s  i n  e n r i c h i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  
PTA members . "1
^ - ^ N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F i f t i e t h  Annual M e e t i n g ' ( C h ic a g o ,  1 9 4 6 ) ,  
p .  2007
• ^ I b id . G ilm er, op . c i t . ,  p . 26.
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Mrs. W. S. V in c e n t ,  1947-1950
Mrs. W. S. V in c e n t  was th e  f i r s t  member o f  th e  
t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  At t h e  t im e  o f  h e r  e l e c t i o n ,  
A p r i l ,  1947 ,  she was s e r v i n g  as  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  S h e r r o u s e  
Grammar S ch o o l  i n  Monroe.  Mrs.  V in c e n t  was w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  
f o r  t h e  o f f i c e .  She a t t e n d e d  th e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Normal 
C o l le g e  a t  N a t c h i t o c h e s  and r e c e i v e d  h e r  B.A. d eg ree  f rom  
L o u i s i a n a  P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e  in  R u s to n .  She became a c ­
t i v e  i n  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  work i n  1927 and s e r v e d  
th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  many d i f f e r e n t  ways p r i o r  t o  becoming
1}Q
s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t .
On a c c e p t i n g  th e  p r e s i d e n c y  M rs .  V in c e n t  s a i d ,  "The 
w o r ld  moves fo rw a rd  on t h e  f e e t  o f  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n .  May 
God e n a b le  us  to  g u id e  t h e i r  s t e p s  a r i g h t .  At t h e
1947 c o n v e n t io n ,  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h e r  te rm ,  she announced  
tw e lv e  o b j e c t i v e s  which  she  hoped t o  a c c o m p l i s h  d u r in g  h e r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n :
1 .  To c a r r y  on a r i c h  program o f  s e r v i c e  w i t h  a  
s p e c i a l  em phasis  on d e v e lo p in g  a  f u l l e r  u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g  and  a  f i n e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  be tw een  home 
and  s c h o o l ,
2 .  To work to w a rd  m aking th e  o f f i c e  o f  s u p e r i n t e n d ­
e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a p p o i n t i v e ,
3. To d e m o n s t r a te  t h e  v a l u e  o f  home and  f a m i l y  l i f e ,  
e d u c a t i o n  and i n t e l l i g e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n
G ilm er ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  27 .
■^^L ouisiana P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1947 C onvention , Baton Rouge, A p r il ,  1947 .
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community a c t i v i t i e s  as  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  f o r  c i t i ­
z e n s h i p  i n  a  democracy,
4 . To r e p e a l  t h e  amendment a l l o w i n g  a  c h i l d  f i v e  
y e a r s  and e i g h t  months t o  e n t e r  s c h o o l ,
5 .  To have s c h o o l  money d i s t r i b u t e d  on an a v e ra g e  
d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  b a s i s ,
6 . To s e c u r e  i n t e l l i g e n t  c i t i z e n  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  
new s c h o o l  l a w s ,
7 .  To promote p a r e n t  e d u c a t i o n  s tu d y  g ro u p s ,  i n ­
c l u d i n g  g ro u p s  f o r  p a r e n t s  o f  p r e - s c h o o l  c h i l ­
d ren ,
8 . To work f o r  f e d e r a l  a i d  w i t h o u t  f e d e r a l  c o n t r o l ,
9 .  To p r o v id e  wholesome non -co m m erc ia l  r e c r e a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  l e i s u r e  t im e  o f  y o u th ,
1 0 .  To em phasize  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  h e a l t h ,  
j u v e n i l e  g u i d a n c e ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  and l e g i s l a t i o n ,
11 .  To d ev e lo p  a c l o s e r  w ork ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  
L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Schoo l  Board  A s s o c i a t i o n  and S uper­
i n t e n d e n t ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
1 2 .  To i n c r e a s e  membership  a s  a means o f  b u i l d i n g  
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  t h a t  may b e t t e r  promote t h e  w e l l  
b e i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n  and y o u t h .  14-1
Work began  on t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  s c h o o l  money d i s t r i ­
b u t i o n  soon a f t e r  t h e  new p r e s i d e n t  t o o k  o f f i c e .  At t h e  
O ctober  18,  1947, m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  m anagers ,  
Mrs. W. S. Wiedorn moved t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  app rove  t h e  p r i n ­
c i p l e  o f  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  a s  a b a s i s  o f  d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n  o f  s t a t e  sc h o o l  f u n d s .  The m o t io n ,  se co n d ed  by Miss 
E l o i s e  Gann, c a r r i e d .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  a  s t a t e ­
ment on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  fu n d s  was 
i s s u e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  s t a n d  o f  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  was t h a t  fu n d s  s h o u ld  
be d i s t r i b u t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  
f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  T h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  money a l l o t t e d
G ilm er, l o c .  c i t .
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would "be b aa ed  on a v e ra g e  p u p i l  a t t e n d a n c e  and o n e - f o u r t h  
on t h e  number o f  t e a c h e r s  employed. 2
The Times P ic a y u n e  spoke ou t  i n  an e d i t o r i a l  a g a i n s t  
t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  fu n d s  on 
th e  b a s i s  o f  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e .  The new spaper  
v iewed w i t h  co n ce rn  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  
p r i v a t e  and  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  who w ould  n o t  be i n c l u d e d  i n  
th e  number o f  p u p i l s  c o u n te d  on t h e  d a i l y  a v e ra g e  a t t e n d ­
ance b a s i s .  Thus, New O r l e a n s  would r e c e i v e  a l e s s e r  s h a r e  
o f  t h e  fu n d s  to  which  i t  would n o r m a l l y  be e n t i t l e d .
The e d i t o r i a l  b r o u g h t  l e t t e r s  o f  r e b u t t a l  f rom members o f  
t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  One l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  by 
Mrs. George V ar in o ,  ch a i rm an  o f  th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  L e g i s ­
l a t i v e  Committee,  was p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Times P i c a y u n e . She 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  made no m e n t io n  o f  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  and  t h e  
method o f  d i s t r i b u t i n g  s c h o o l  f u n d s ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  " d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  would c r e a t e  an 
i n c e n t i v e  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  e d u c a b le s  i n t o  s c h o o l  and  k eep  
t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  up t o  p e a k . "  She e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w h i le  New 
O r le a n s  was f o r t u n a t e  i n  h a v i n g  a  h i g h  a v e ra g e  a t t e n d a n c e  
i n  b o th  p r i v a t e  and  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  r e a l  p rob lem  o f
■^^Mrs.  W. S. V in c e n t ,  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  on " D i s t r i ­
b u t i o n  o f  Funds on B a s i s  o f  Average D a i l y  A t t e n d a n c e , "  
O c to b e r ,  194-7.
• ^ ^ Times P ic a y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  May 9 ,  1948, p .  20, 
S e c t i o n  2 .
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l i t e r a c y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  l a y  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  She con­
c lu d e d :
New O r l e a n s  i s  u s i n g  s t a t e  s c h o o l  money in  h e r  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  f o r  30,000  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  b e in g  
e d u c a t e d  i n  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s .  The amount o f  s c h o o l  
money she g e t s  f rom  th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  fu n d  f o r  h e r  
c h i l d r e n  who a r e  n o t  i n  h e r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  r e d u c e s  
by t h a t  much t h e  amount a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  s c h o o l  
s y s t e m s .  F o r t y - f o u r  sc h o o l  sy s tem s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
would  have t h e i r  s c h o o l  income i n c r e a s e d  by a 
change t o  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  a v e ra g e  a t t e n d a n c e  
b a s i s .  R u r a l  l i t e r a c y  would be r a i s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  g e t  t h e  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  i n  a t t e n d ­
ance  i n  s c h o o l .
C i t i z e n s  o f  New O r l e a n s  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  th e  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u s  quo i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  s t a t e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  funds  i s  j u s t  ab o u t  c e r t a i n  
t o  r e s u l t  i n  a  s t a t u s  quo i n  t h e  l i t e r a c y  s t a n d i n g  
o f  o u r  s t a t e . 144
The A l e x a n d r i a  D a i l y  Town T a lk  t o l d  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  
t a k e n  on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  fu n d s  a t  t h e  an n u a l  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n v e n t io n  h e l d  i n  A le x a n d r i a  
i n  A p r i l ,  1949* The f r o n t  page s t o r y  r e a d  as  f o l l o w s :
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s t a t e  s c h o o l  fu n d s  on t h e  b a s i s  
o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  o r  e n r o l l m e n t  was recom­
mended to d a y  by t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n .  The p r e s e n t  method i s  t h e  s c h o o l  c e n s u s ,  
w hich  c o u n t s  c h i l d r e n  be tw een  t h e  ages  o f  6 and 1 8 .
The change would ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  c u t  t h e  fu n d s  a v a i l ­
a b l e  i n  p a r i s h e s  where  a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c h i l ­
d re n  a t t e n d  p r i v a t e  o r  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s ,  and  c o r ­
r e s p o n d i n g l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  fu n d s  i n  p a r i s h e s  where 
a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
Dr.  R a lp h  McDonald, o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t io n  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  W ash ing ton ,  t o l d  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  d e l e g a t e s  l a s t  n i g h t  t h a t  a lm o s t  a l l  educa­
t o r s  were i n  ag ree m en t  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  c e n s u s  was 
one o f  t h e  l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  methods o f  d i s t r i b u t ­
i n g  f u n d s .  . . .145
144 tp̂ jaes p i c a y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  May 26, 1948, p» 1 0 .
■ ^ '’"PTA Asks P u b l i c  Schoo l  A t t e n d a n c e  as  B a s i s  f o r  
F u n d ,” A l e x a n d r i a  D a i l y  Town T a l k , A p r i l  23, 1949, P» ! •
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At t h e  O ctober  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  man­
a g e r s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  by Mrs. John  
J o n e s ,  ch a i rm an  o f  t h e  E d u c a t io n  Committee,  was ap p ro v ed  
and ad o p te d :
. . . The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Board  o f  Managers i n  m eet­
i n g  i n  A le x a n d r i a ,  O c tobe r  8 , r e q u e s t s  S u p e r i n t e n d ­
e n t  S. M. J a c k s o n  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  
" S t a t e  Committee t o  S tudy  t h e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  S t a t e  
Schoo l  Funds" so t h a t  t h i s  com m ittee  may o f f e r  ade­
q u a t e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  l i t e r a c y  p rob lem s i n  L o u i s i ­
ana when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m eets  i n  1950 .146
In  h e r  f i r s t  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g res s ,  Mrs. 
V in c e n t  was a b l e  t o  g iv e  t h e  t o t a l  membership  a s  b e i n g  
40,679* She announced t h a t  s t a t e  dues had  been  i n c r e a s e d  
from t e n  c e n t s  t o  f i f t e e n  c e n t s ,  and  a t  t h a t  r a t e  a  mem­
b e r s h i p  o f  50 ,000  would be n eeded  to  f i n a n c e  t h e  m a i n t e ­
nance  o f  an  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  i n  Ba ton  
Rouge. She e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  r a t e  o f  g ro w th
1  m r j
t h i s  g o a l  w ould  be a c h i e v e d  i n  th e  im m edia te  f u t u r e .
D uring  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  
1946 t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s  w ere  i n c r e a s e d  an a v e ra g e  o f  $150 
p e r  t e a c h e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  i n  1947 a  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  a p p ro ­
p r i a t e d  2 .5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  t e a c h e r s '  p a y .  Mrs. Vin­
c e n t  n o t e d  t h a t  a l l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  had  b ee n  s u p p o r t e d  by 
t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  O th e r  p rogram s which
■ ^ ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u te s  o f  
t h e  M ee t in g  o f  t h e  Boar d  o f  M anagers , A l e x a n d r i a ,
O c to b e r  8 , 1949 .
■ ^ ^ N a t io n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F i f t y - F i r s t  Annual M ee t in g  ( C h ic a g o , 1 9 4 7 ) j 
p .  195T
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r e c e i v e d  a s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t  were t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  k i n d e r ­
g a r t e n s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sy s tem ,  and t h e  m a in te n an ce  
o f  t h e  h o t  l u n c h  program i n  r u r a l  s c h o o l s .
The S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  an u n u s u a l  move d e p a r t e d  
from i t s  e x c l u s i v e  c o n c e rn  f o r  s c h o o l  m a t t e r s  and took  a 
s t a n d  on an i s s u e  t h a t  was o f  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t — s o i l  con­
s e r v a t i o n .  As a r e s u l t  o f  a  m ot ion  made by Mrs. Pred  
Benton  a t  t h e  Ja n u a ry  1 0 ,  1948, b o a r d  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  b o a rd  
ap p ro v ed  a s t a t e m e n t  on s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and a g r e e d  t h a t  
c o p i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  be s e n t  t o  a l l  L o u i s i a n a  members
o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C ongress  as  w e l l  as  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l
149C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s .   ̂ The s t a t e m e n t  
s t r e s s e d  th e  n ee d  f o r  s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  o f  
fo o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  economic s t a b i l i t y  and n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  
f o r  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  and t h o s e  t o  f o l l o w ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  
p o v e r t y ,  i l l  h e a l t h ,  and  h o p e l e s s  s p i r i t s  were  a l r e a d y  r e ­
s u l t i n g  in  o u r  n a t i o n  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and de­
s t r u c t i o n  o f  good f e r t i l e  s o i l .  The m ain  p u rp o s e  o f  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  was t o  p r o t e s t  any a c t i o n  or  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  b i l l  
which  would a t t e m p t  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S o i l  Con­
s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  o r  combine i t  w i t h  any o t h e r  g o v e rn m e n ta l  
ag e n cy .  The b o a rd  o f  m anagers  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r
148I b i d .
^ ■ ^ L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  Mee t i n g  o f  th e  Board  o f  M anagers , A l e x a n d r i a ,
J a n u a r y  10, 1948V
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added a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to  e x t e n d  s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  work c u r -
1SOr e n t l y  b e in g  done by t h e  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e .   ̂
S e v e r a l  n ew sp ap e rs  i n  t h e  s t a t e  gave v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  pub­
l i c i t y  t o  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n .
In  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  new spaper  c o v e ra g e ,  l e t t e r s  were 
r e c e i v e d  com pl im en t in g  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i t  
had t a k e n  in  so  worthy  a  c a u s e .  Among t h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
was a  l e t t e r  f ro m  Mr. H. B. M a r t i n ,  s t a t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  
of  L o u i s i a n a ,  w hich  f o l l o w s :
I  h a v e  had o c c a s i o n  t o  s e e  s e v e r a l  s t a t e  p a p e r s  
which c a r r i e d  p a r t  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  a d o p te d  by t h e  
Board o f  Managers o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  on t h e  t e n t h  o f  t h i s  
month. I n  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  work o f  t h e  S o i l  
C o n s e r v a t io n  S e r v i c e  was commended, and o p p o s i t i o n  
e x p r e s s e d  to  any move t o  hamper t h e  work which t h e  
S e r v i c e  was d o in g .
I  w ou ld  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  f u r n i s h i n g  me a f u l l  
copy o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .
The p e o p le  o f  L o u i s i a n a  a r e  t o  be c o n g r a t u l a t e d  
on h a v i n g  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w h ich  k ee p s  up w i t h  p u b l i c  i s s u e s  and 
t a k e s  a  d e f i n i t e  s t a n d  on them. We d e e p ly  a p p r e ­
c i a t e  t h e  h e l p  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  which  you have g iv e n  
and a r e  g i v i n g  u s . 151
I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e ,  Mrs. V in c e n t  w ro te  
an a r t i c l e ,  " L o u i s i a n a  PTA F i g h t s  f o r  t h e  L a n d ."  I t  was 
p u b l i s h e d  in  t h e  J a n u a r y ,  1948,  i s s u e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  M a g az in e , w i t h  a  p i c t u r e  o f  Mrs.  V in c e n t .
(A r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  A p p en d ix . )
l ^ L e t t e r  from Mr. H. B. M a r t i n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S o i l  Con­
s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  t o  Mrs. W. S. V i n c e n t ,  J a n u a r y  13, 1948 .
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With i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  Mrs. V in c e n t  r e c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  
o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  from t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t io n  S e r ­
v i c e ,  w hich  n o t i f i e d  h e r  t h a t  a copy o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  was 
b e i n g  f o rw a rd e d  to  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C h ie f  o f  t h e  S o i l  C onser­
v a t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  Dr. H. H. B e n n e t t ,  i n  W ash ing ton ." ' ' '^
I n  A p r i l ,  1948, Mrs. V in c e n t  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  f rom 
Mr. J o s e p h  L a l l a n d e ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  L o u i s i a n a  C i v i l  
S e r v i c e  League ,  a s k i n g  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  to  
s u p p o r t  a  s t r o n g ,  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  a c t .  The l e t t e r  o u t l i n e d  
r e c e n t  deve lopm en ts  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  i n ­
c l u d i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  by G o v e rn o r -D e s ig n a te  E a r l  Long t h a t  
he was i n  f a v o r  of  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  and opposed  to  any changes  
b u t  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m ig h t  su sp en d  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  c i v i l  
s e r v i c e  o v e r  h i s  p r o t e s t .  Mr. L a l l a n d e  n o t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  
th e n  t h e r e  h a d  been a d e c id e d  r e a c t i o n  among v a r i o u s  g ro u p s  
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  any h a rm fu l  changes  i n  
t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  law s  and a s k e d  f o r  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t  o f  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  and  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  any
153changes  a t  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .
Mrs. V in ce n t  a s s u r e d  Mr. L a l l a n d e  t h a t  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T each er  A s s o c i a t i o n  w ould  do a l l  i t  c o u l d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a 
s t r o n g  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  a c t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and  s e n t  h im a copy
^ ^ L e t t e r  f rom Mr. H. B. M a r t i n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S o i l  Con­
s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  t o  Mrs. W. S. V in c e n t ,  J a n u a r y  14* 1948 .
"'“̂ L e t t e r  from J o s e p h  L a l l a n d e ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  
L o u i s i a n a  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  League,  t o  Mrs. W. S. V in c e n t ,
A p r i l  5» 1948 .
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o f  t h e  C i v i l  S e rv ic e  R e s o l u t i o n  a d o p te d  a t  t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n ' s  A p r i l  c o n v e n t io n ,  i n  which th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T each e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e a f f i r m e d  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  c i v i l  s e r ­
v i c e .  She i n v i t e d  Mr. L a l l a n d e  t o  subm it  an a r t i c l e  on 
c i v i l  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n . 
" S t a t e  C i v i l  S e r v ic e  Must Be R e s t o r e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a "  was 
w r i t t e n  by him and a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  May, 1949 ,  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n . He in fo rm ed  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  "a 
number o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  m os t  p ro m in en t  and a b l e  l a w y e r s  a r e  
w ork ing  now on a s e l f - o p e r a t i v e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendment. 
When, and i f ,  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendment i s  p a s s e d  by
th e  v o t e r s ,  no s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  e v e r  a g a in  be a b l e
155to  r e p e a l  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Law."
The s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n  f o r  1948, i n  L a f a y e t t e ,  c e l e ­
b r a t e d  i t s  S i l v e r  J u b i l e e  Y ear .  The c o n v e n t io n  theme was 
"Democracy A c t i v a t e d  by P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s . "  F r id a y  
e v e n in g ,  A p r i l  16, t h e  S i l v e r  A n n iv e r s a ry  Banquet  was h e l d  
a t  t h e  R i v e r s i d e  Inn i n  t h a t  c i t y .  At t h e  b a n q u e t ,  Mrs. 
E u l a l i e  P .  McCoy, member from Monroe, gave a  h i s t o r i c a l  
resum£ o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w h ich  she h a d  com­
p o se d  f o r  t h e  o c c a s io n  i n  t h e  form o f  a poem, e n t i t l e d  
" S i l v e r  A n n i v e r s a r y . "  ( I t  may be found  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n
■ ^ ^ L e t t e r  from Mrs.  W. S. V in c e n t  t o  Jo sep h  L a l l a n d e ,  
A p r i l  25, 1948 .
J o s e p h  L a l l a n d e ,  " S t a t e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Must Be Re­
s t o r e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a , " L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n ,
XII  (May, 1 9 4 9 ) ,  2.
t h e  A p p en d ix .)
Along w i th  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f u n d s ,  s o i l  c o n s e r ­
v a t i o n ,  and c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  a n o t h e r  i t e m  to  which  a g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  a t t e n t i o n  was g iv e n  d u r in g  Mrs.  V i n c e n t ' s  ad m in i­
s t r a t i o n  was t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Mrs.  V in c e n t  was ap­
p o i n t e d  by t h e  S t a t e  Board  o f  Managers t o  s e r v e  as  th e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Committee on 
T eacher  C e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z e d  by S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J a c k s o n .  
T h is  new com m ittee  was o r g a n i z e d  when t h e  g roup  c r e a t e d  by 
th e  S t a t e  Board  o f  E d u c a t io n  i n  1947 f a i l e d  to  m a t e r i a l -  
i z e .  J I n  t h e  March, 1949, i s s u e  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  B u l l e t i n , t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  commended 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J a c k s o n  f o r  h i s  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  fo rm ing  t h e  
new com m it tee  and gave  a  resum e o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  p ro p o s e d  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The a r t i c l e  l i s t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  sub-comm it­
t e e s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  s t u d y  i n t e n s i v e l y  v a r i o u s  s p e c i a l i z e d  
s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  f i e l d s  i n  b o t h  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  and t e a c h e r  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  I t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a tw o -d ay  s e s s i o n  in  
Ba ton  Rouge, F e b ru a ry  1 0 -1 1 ,  r e v ie w e d  r e p o r t s  o f  s e v e r a l  
o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  s u b - c o m m i t t e e s ,  b u t  was u n a b l e  t o  com ple te
t h e  s tu d y  o f  a l l  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  so t h a t  a n o t h e r  two-day
157s e s s i o n  was s c h e d u le d  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month.
" '■ '^Louisiana P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
t h e  M ee t in g  o f  t h e  B oa rd  o f  M an ag e rs , A l e x a n d r i a ,
O c to b e r  9» 1948.
3-57„p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  S tu d y  o f  T e a c h e r  C e r t i f i c a t i o n , "  
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n ,  X I I  (March,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  1*
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S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J a c k s o n  s e t  December 1 ,  1949, a s  t h e  dead­
l i n e  f o r  recommending improvem ents  i n  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  p r o ­
p o s a l s  o f  t h e  com m it tee ,  and J a n u a ry  1 ,  1950, as  t h e  u l t i ­
mate d a t e  f o r  f i n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  c o m m i t t e e .^-^8
Most o f  t h e s e  p rogram s u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  i n  1949 were summarized i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  a n n u a l  r e ­
p o r t  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re s s .  H i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
a r e :  ( l )  The membership cha i rm an  r e p o r t e d  a  1 0 .9  p e r  c e n t
g a i n  o v e r  t h e  p r e v io u s  y e a r  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  52 ,799 members, 
w i th  32 new u n i t s .  (2 )  The a s s o c i a t i o n  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  
i n  h e l p i n g  to  p as s  t h e  minimum s a l a r y  law f o r  t e a c h e r s ,  t o  
improve b e n e f i t s  to  t h e  t e a c h e r  r e t i r e m e n t  l a w ,  and to  
h o l d  t h e  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  law ;  th e  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d ­
e n t  b i l l  was d e f e a t e d .  (3 )  O u t s t a n d in g  work was r e p o r t e d  
i n  L i b r a r y  E x te n s io n  and  C h i l d r e n ' s  R e ad in g  by t h e  s t a t e  
ch a i rm an ,  who a s s i s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  and  g ro u p s  i n  b o o k l i s t s ,  
a r r a n g e d  book e x h i b i t s ,  and u r g e d  g ro u p s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
Book Week Programs and  l i b r a r y  p r o j e c t s .  The a s s o c i a t i o n
went on r e c o r d  as  f a v o r i n g  fu n d s  f o r  l i b r a r y  e x t e n s i o n  and
159s u p p o r t e d  r e c r u i t m e n t  p rogram s f o r  l i b r a r i a n s .
P ro b a b ly  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  m ost  s i g n i f i c a n t  s e r v i c e  
was h e r  ap p o in tm en t  by t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f
" C e r t i f i c a t i o n  I s  Up to  You, S u p t .  J a c k s o n , "  
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n , X I I I  (November, 1 9 4 9) i 1*
^ N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F i f t y - T h i r d  Annual M e e t in g  (C h ic a g o ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  
p .  195*
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E d u c a t io n  t o  t h e  T eacher  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  Committee.  The Com­
m i t t e e  met f i v e  t im e s  i n  Baton  Rouge, u s i n g  two days f o r
1 60th e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  p ro p o s e d  " b u l l e t i n .
On h e r  f i r s t  t o u r  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  d i s t r i c t s  i n  th e  
s t a t e ,  Mrs. V in cen t  em phasized  t h e  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  P a r e n t -  
Teacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  to  e f f e c t  t h e  ap p o in tm en t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
School S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  She e x p r e s s e d  h e r  views and  hopes  
i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  p hase  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
l e g i s l a t i v e  program i n  an a d d r e s s  g iv e n  a t  each d i s t r i c t  
m e e t in g .  The sp eech  m e n t io n e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  ap­
p o i n t i v e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c y  a s  one o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
p r o j e c t s  f o r  194.7- 4 8 , p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
amendment w ould  th e n  make t h e  b o a r d  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  th e  pub -
161l i e  f o r  a c o n s i d e r e d  c h o i c e .
An e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  S h re v e p o r t  T im es , O c to b e r  17, 
1947,  a p p la u d e d  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  i n  a d v o c a t i n g  c h a n g in g  t h e  method f o r  c h o o s in g  th e  
s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  commending e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n ' s  r i g h t n e s s  " i n  g e t t i n g  i n t o  th e  s c e n e  o f  a c t i o n  
r i g h t  now— w i t h o u t  w a i t i n g  u n t i l  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  e l e c t e d  
and  c o n v e n e s .  I t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  n e e d s  t o  do a  
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  n e x t  few months ,  when
160 I b i d .
■^■^Address by Mrs. W. S . V incent to  F ourteen  D is­
t r i c t s  com p risin g  th e  L o u is ia n a  P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n ,
October 1 3 , 1947 .
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c a n d i d a t e s  a r e  s e e k i n g  e l e c t i o n ,  c o n c e r n in g  th e  p a r t  t h o s e
c a n d i d a t e s ,  i f  e l e c t e d ,  w i l l  p l a y  i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  good
162or  e v i l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  where e d u c a t i o n  i s  c o n c e r n e d . ”
When th e  b i l l  f o r  an  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  1948 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  Mrs. V in cen t  c o n t a c t e d  
a l l  u n i t  p r e s i d e n t s  and u r g e d  them to  in fo rm  t h e i r  e l e c t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  on t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m essages  were s e n t  by l o c a l  
u n i t s  t o  Governor Long and  L ie u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r  Dodd u r g i n g  
t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  Because o f  much p u b l i c i z e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  b i l l ,  Mrs.  V in c e n t  e x h o r t e d  t h e  u n i t  p r e s i d e n t s  to  
work u n t i r i n g l y  f o r  p a s s a g e .
At t h e  f a l l  b o a r d  m e e t in g ,  Mrs. Bred G. Benton gave 
a summary o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1948 l e g i s l a t i v e  program 
o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The r e p o r t  l i s t e d  more 
d e f e a t s  t h a n  s u c c e s s e s  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n - s u p p o r t e d  l e g i s l a ­
t i o n ,  among them t h e  6-5 d e f e a t  i n  t h e  S e n a te  E d u c a t io n  
Committee o f  t h e  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  b i l l ,  s p o n s o r e d  
by t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Among th e  o t h e r s  s u f ­
f e r i n g  d e f e a t  were a b i l l  t o  change t h e  t im e  o f  e l e c t i n g  
t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  from t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  amendment c h a n g in g  th e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  e n t r a n c e  age from f i v e  y e a r s  and e i g h t  months t o  
s i x  y e a r s ,  t h e  b i l l  r e q u i r i n g  a  p r e - m a r i t a l  e x a m in a t io n
^ ^ S hreveport T im es, O ctober 1 7 , 1947*
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f o r  men and  women, and  t h e  "b i l l  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a new s t a t e  
l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g .  She r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  s e v e r ­
ance t a x  was d e d i c a t e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  gas  g a t h e r i n g  
t a x  was amended on f i n a l  p a s s a g e ,  t a k i n g  i t  from d e d i c a ­
t i o n  t o  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e  f u n d .  A b i l l  t o  
p r o v id e  funds  t o  e q u a l i z e  w h i t e  and Negro t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r ­
i e s  was p a s s e d ,  as  was a  b i l l  t o  p r o v i d e  a $2400 minimum 
s a l a r y  f o r  b e g i n n e r  t e a c h e r s  w i t h  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e s .  The 
t e a c h e r  t e n u r e  law was p r o t e c t e d  f rom  amendments.
T h is  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  g a i n  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  
a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  b i l l  d id  n o t  d a u n t  t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  by Mrs.  V in c e n t  i n  an 
a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "We Try A g a in . "  I t  s a i d  i n  p a r t :
. . . 22$ o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  do n o t  a t ­
t e n d  any s c h o o l ,  we a r e  t o l d  by r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  t J n i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
we have  a  Compulsory A t te n d a n c e  Law, su p p le m en te d  
by a  c o rp s  o f  v i s i t i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  . . . and a  C h i l d  
Labor  A c t .  . . . O b v io u s ly  none  o f  t h e s e  a g e n c i e s ,  
a l o n e  o r  i n  c o m b in a t io n ,  i s  h a v i n g  much e f f e c t  on 
s c h o b l  a t t e n d a n c e .164
The a r t i c l e  to o k  p o l i t i c s  t o  t a s k  f o r  e x e r t i n g  " th e  p r i v i ­
l e g e s  o f  a  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  s c h o o l s , "  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  c o n t i n u e d  to  d e f e a t  b e n i g n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
of" t h e  Compulsory A t te n d a n c e  and C h i l d  L abo r  Laws i n  many
" ^ ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u te s  o f  
t h e  M e e t in g  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  M an ag e rs , A l e x a n d r i a ,
■^^Mrs. W. S. V i n c e n t ,  "We Try A g a i n , "  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n ,  X I I I  (March, 1 9 5 0 ) ,  1 .
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a r e a s ,  b o t h  r u r a l  and u r b a n ,  where c h i l d  l a b o r  i s  condoned .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  was p o i n t e d  o u t ,  " th e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  r e ­
moval o f  p o l i t i c s  from t h e  s c h o o l s  i s  t o  make t h e  o f f i c e  
o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  a p p o i n t i v e  r a t h e r  th a n  
e l e c t i v e  a s  , a t  p r e s e n t , "  and  e x h o r te d  i t s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  " t o  
remove p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l s  f rom  th e  s c h o o l s — APPOINT THE 
SUPERINTENDENT. "l6 5
I n  t h e  annua l  r e p o r t  f o r  1950, Mrs. V in c e n t  ex­
p r e s s e d  h e r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  h a v i n g  had  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  
i n s t i t u t e  a  l e a d e r s h i p  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Uni­
v e r s i t y ,  August  3 -5 .  More t h a n  two h u n d re d  p e r s o n s  r e g i s ­
t e r e d  f o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  one o f  th e  
most  w o r th w h i le  t r a i n i n g  programs e v e r  a f f o r d e d  th e  
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Mrs. V in c e n t  
a l s o  o u t l i n e d  th o s e  l e g i s l a t i v e  programs which  th e  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  would s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  coming s e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  N o ta b l e  among t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  were t h e  
a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  b i l l ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  
f u n d s ,  c i v i l  B6r v i c e ,  e q u a l i z a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  oppor­
t u n i t y ,  j u v e n i l e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a s t a t e  s t o c k  l a w ,  s u p p o r t  o f
th e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y ,  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  minimum s a l a r y  s c h e d u le
166f o r  t e a c h e r s ,  and r e t e n t i o n  o f  th e  t e a c h e r  w e l f a r e  l a w s .
l 65I b i d .
"'‘^ N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F i f t y - F o u r t h  Annual M e e t in g  (C h ic a g o ,
1950 ) ,  p .  2 0 0 .
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In. r e v i e w i n g  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
Mrs. V in c e n t  was aware o f  t h e  u n f i n i s h e d  program s and  was 
happy t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  m igh t  he t u r n e d  over  t o  a n o t h e r  w i t h ­
o u t  a b r e a k  i n  s e r v i c e . She s a id :
I t  i s  a s i g n a l  h o n o r  to  have  been chosen  l e a d e r  
o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  
t h e s e  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I t  has b e e n  a b u s y ,  t h o u g h t ­
consuming, b r o a d e n in g  i n t e r l u d e  i n  my e x p e r i e n c e .  
R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  c h a l l e n g e d  o f t e n  t i m e s ,  b u t  my de­
s i r e  t o  s e r v e  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my a b i l i t y  gave me cou rage  t o  
f o l l o w  my c o n v i c t i o n .  Much c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  
and  p rom otion  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  o b j e c ­
t i v e s ,  p o l i c i e s  and p r o c e d u r e s ,  has  b e e n  due t o  t h e  
s p l e n d i d  c o o p e r a t i o n  which e a c h  l o c a l  p r e s i d e n t  and 
h e r  u n i t s  have  g iv e n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  d i r e c t o r s .  Too, 
ou r  o f f i c e r s  have g iv e n  u n s t i n t i n g l y  o f  t h e i r  t im e  
and  e f f o r t s .  And t o  our  t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a ­
t o r s ,  I  am d ee p ly  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e i r  h e l p  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h a t  we a r e  p a r t n e r s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
and  t h a t  b o th  g ro u p s  want t h e  b e s t  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  
and  i t  can n o t  be r e a l i z e d  u n t i l  a l l  g ro u p s  a r e  
w o rk in g  c o o p e r a t i v e l y ,  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  and w i s e l y  
t o g e t h e r .  I  am, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  r i c h e r  f o r  t h e  ex­
p e r i e n c e  and my i n t e r e s t s  w i l l  a lways  r em a in  f o r  
t h e  c o n t in u a n c e  o f  a  cause  so  w or thy .
Mrs. J .  H. S t r i n g e r ,  1950-1953
Mrs. J .  H. S t r i n g e r  was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e  1950 c o n v e n t io n  h e l d  i n  Monroe.
A n a t i v e  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  Mrs.  S t r i n g e r  was a  g r a d u a t e  o f  
J a c k s o n  High School and was g r a d u a t e d  from M i s s i s s i p p i  
S t a t e  C o l l e g e  f o r  Women i n  1926. I n  assum ing  th e  t o p  po­
s i t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  As­
s o c i a t i o n ,  Mrs. S t r i n g e r  b ro u g h t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  much
^ ^ L o u is ia n a  P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1950 C onvention , Monroe, A p r il, 1950 .
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e x p e r i e n c e  as  an a c t i v e  member. She h ad  s e r v e d  a s  C o u n c i l  
P r e s i d e n t ,  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r ,  S t a t e  Board  Member, and
n /" Q
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n .
The program s i n  which  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to o k  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  were  t h e  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  p l a n ,  
th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  funds  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  
a t t e n d a n c e ,  im proved  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s ,  and i n ­
c r e a s e d  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .
As i n  p r e v i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  t h e  A p p o in t iv e  S u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t  B i l l  was a m a jo r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p ro ­
gram. T h is  t im e  t h e  chances  f o r  t h e  b i l l ' s  p a s s a g e  seemed 
b e t t e r  t h a n  u s u a l ,  f o r  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  p u b l i c  
s u p p o r t  f rom r e s p e c t e d  s o u r c e s ,  one o f  which  was a  g roup  
o f  most  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  e d u c a t o r s  who s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
S en a te  and  House E d u c a t io n  Com m it tees .  The l e t t e r  f o l l o w s  
i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y :
HOW SHOULD THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT BE SELECTED?
The m ethod  of  s e l e c t i n g  th e  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
o f  E d u c a t io n  i s  now an  i s s u e  b e f o r e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  
The members w i l l  v o t e  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  s u b m i t t i n g  an 
amendment t o  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o p o s in g  a  change 
from th e  e l e c t i v e  m e thod  to  s e l e c t i o n  by t h e  S t a t e  
Board  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  S hou ld  t h e  amendment p a s s ,  t h e  
v o t e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  w i l l  d e c id e  t h e  i s s u e  by t h e i r  
b a l l o t s  i n  t h e  November E l e c t i o n .
The u n d e r s i g n e d  fo rm e r  S t a t e  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  
v e n t u r e  t o  b r i n g  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  a  b i t  o f  h i s t o r y ,  
b e a r i n g  on t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n .  Knowledge o f  
p a s t  e v e n t s  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  a  g u i d i n g  l i g h t  t o  w ise
■ ^ ^ B i o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a  s h e e t  o f  M rs .  J .  H. S t r i n g e r ,  
o f f i c i a l  f i l e s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
Ba ton  Rouge.
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a c t i o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e .
The i s s u e  i s  n o t  new. I t  came b e f o r e  t h e  Educa­
t i o n  Committee o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C onven t ion  o f  
1921.  We were "on th e  sc en e"  a t  t h e  t im e  and we 
know t h a t  i t  was g iv e n  v e r y  th o r o u g h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
Who were t h e  25 p e r s o n s  on t h i s  com m it tee?  What 
was t h e i r  judgment?  How d id  t h e  e n t i r e  C o n v e n t io n  
v o te ?
A check  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  C o n v en t io n  answ ers  
t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  I t  l i s t s  as  members o f  t h e  Educa­
t i o n a l  Committee many o f  our  most  c a p a b le  l e a d e r s  
i n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  who a r e  n o t  open to  q u e s t i o n .  
Among t h e  number were W a l te r  Burke o f  I b e r i a ,  D elos  
Johnson  o f  W ash ing ton ,  R u f f i n  P l e a s a n t  o f  Caddo, 
M a r t in  Behrman o f  O r l e a n s ,  C h a r l e s  A. Holcombe o f  
E a s t  Ba ton  Rouge, Phanor  B r e a z e a l e  o f  N a t c h i t o c h e s ,  
Leo J u d i c e  o f  L a f a y e t t e ,  F lood  Madison o f  Morehouse, 
Mrs. F r i e n d  o f  O r l e a n s ,  and  o t h e r  e q u a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
These d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c i t i z e n s  u n d o u b te d ly  v o t e d  
t h e i r  h o n e s t  c o n v i c t i o n s  when t h e y  p r e p a r e d  and sub­
m i t t e d  t o  th e  C o n v e n t io n  A r t i c l e  X I I ,  a s  t h e  b a s i c  
s c h o o l  la w .  What method d id  t h e y  w r i t e  i n  S e c t i o n  
5? They n o t  o n ly  v o t e d  f o r  e l e c t i o n  by t h e  S t a t e  
Board b u t  th e y  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  two o r d in a n c e s  (44  
and  1 4 9 ) which p ro p o s e d  s e l e c t i o n  by p o p u l a r  v o t e .
The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee was a d o p te d  by th e  
e n t i r e  C o n v en t io n  by a  v o t e  o f  92 y ea s  and  3 n a y s .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  was r e p e a l e d  t h e  f o l ­
lo w in g  y e a r .
The members were  u n d o u b te d ly  f i r m  i n  t h e i r  con­
v i c t i o n  t h a t  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  S t a t e  
Board a n d  th e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  w ould  s e t  up d u a l  con­
t r o l ,  t h a t  i s ,  two a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v i n g  t h e  same o r i ­
g i n  and  e x e r c i s i n g  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  same f u n c t i o n s .  
They knew t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  sound  g o v e rn m e n ta l  
s t r u c t u r e .  I t  i n v i t e s  and a s s u r e s  c o n f l i c t  and 
f a i l s  t o  f i x  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  one ag en cy .  I t  i s  
common knowledge t h a t  s e r i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  have  oc­
c u r r e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .
What i s  th e  t r e n d  i n  t h e  48 s t a t e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  
on t h i s  q u e s t i o n ?  The answer i s  found  i n  B u l l e t i n  
No. 1 2 , 1950 U.S.- O f f i c e  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  T h is  p u b l i ­
c a t i o n  shows t h a t  e l e c t i o n  by p o p u l a r  v o t e  has  
f a l l e n  f rom  a h i g h  o f  11 s t a t e s  i n  1896 t o  a  low o f  
5 i n  1 9 5 0 ; w h ereas  t h e  method o f  a p p o in tm e n t  by 
s t a t e  b o a r d s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  from a low  
o f  3 i n  1896 t o  a  h i g h  o f  14 s t a t e s  i n  1950 .  Thus 
th e  t r e n d  i s  p l a i n l y  away from t h e  p o p u l a r  v o t e  and  
a p p o in tm e n t  by g o v e r n o r  to w ard  s e l e c t i o n  by s t a t e  
b o a r d s .
We h av e  no d e s i r e  o r  i n t e n t i o n  o f  g e t t i n g  i n t o
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t h e  many m inor  a rgum ents  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  i s s u e .  
However,  we a r e  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  
t h e  E d u c a t io n  Committee and t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con­
v e n t i o n  o f  1921 i n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  by th e  
S t a t e  Board  was w is e  and i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  The t r e n d  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n  t e l l s  i t s  own s t o r y .  The s t a t e s  i n  t h e  na­
t i o n  a r e  g r a d u a l l y  moving tow ard  t h i s  method o f  s e ­
l e c t i o n  by a s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
We a r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e s e  i t e m s  o f  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t . 1^9
Hermann D eu tsch ,  New O r le a n s  I tem  c o l u m n i s t ,  to o k  
up t h e  c u d g e l s  f o r  t h e  change  i n  method i n  a s e r i e s  o f  
t h r e e  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t .  I n  one o f  them, he to o k  a s  h i s  b a s i s  f o r  r e a s o n ­
in g  t h e  "unmercy" k i l l i n g . o f  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  l e t  t h e  t a x ­
p a y e r s  v o t e  on t h e  a c t u a l  b i l l .  He p o i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  a 
s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  who h as  t o  lo o k  t o  r e -  
e l e c t i o n  e v e ry  f o u r  y e a r s  from t h e  v o t e r s  m ig h t  f i n d  a 
p o w e r fu l  p o l i t i c a l  m achine  a r e a d y  t o o l ,  s h o u ld  he w ish  
" to  f o r g e  i t  i n t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t  w i t h  your  s c h o o l  
t a x  d o l l a r s . "  He c h a rg e d  t h a t  "an e l e c t e d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
i n e v i t a b l y  b u i l d s  up a m achine o f  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  t o  work 
f o r  h i s  r e - e l e c t i o n ;  when t h a t  m achine g o es  f a r  enough t o  
p r o h i b i t  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e b a te  on w h e th e r  o r  n o t  an i s s u e  o f
t h i s  k i n d  s h o u ld  be s u b m i t t e d  t o  you ,  t h e  p e o p l e ,  f o r  a
170v o t e ,  i t ' s  t im e  t o  p ause  and r e f l e c t . "  He c o n c lu d e d
^ L e t t e r  from C. A. I v e s ,  V. L. Hoy, 0 .  F .  T rudeau ,  
C. J .  Brown, and John  M. F oo te  t o  S e n a t o r  G i l b e r t  F. H enn i-  
gan ,  Chairman, S en a te  Committee on E d u c a t io n ,  and  R epre ­
s e n t a t i v e  Fo rd  E. S t i n s o n ,  Chairman, House Committee on 
E d u c a t i o n .
"^Hermann D eu ts ch ,  "Benign E x e c u t io n ,  " New O r l e a n s  
I tem ,  June  19 ,  1952.
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t h a t  such  a c t i o n ,  coming a f t e r  a p p r o v a l  hy v a r i o u s  s t a t e  
e d u c a t o r s  and ,  f o u r  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  hy t h e  incum bent  s u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  must t h e r e f o r e  have been  " th e  r e ­
s u l t  o f  a l o n g  and c a r e f u l l y  c a l c u l a t e d  campaign" on t h e  
p a r t  o f  a  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  and e f f i c i e n t  m a c h in e .  T h i s ,  
s a i d  Mr. D e u ts c h ,  was p r o o f  o f  t h e  c r y i n g  n e e d  f o r  a  change 
i n  t h e  method o f  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  s c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d -  
e n t . 171
As Mrs.  S t r i n g e r  m e n t io n e d  i n  h e r  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  
1951,  much t im e  and en e rg y  were  s p e n t  on an e d u c a t i o n a l  
campaign t o  s u p p o r t  two P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  spon­
s o r e d  b i l l s — one p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  by an e l e c t e d  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  and 
th e  o t h e r  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  
a t t e n d a n c e  method o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s t a t e
s c h o o l  f u n d s .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  met w i th  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e
1721950 s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t u r e .
A d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  which  d e v e lo p e d  d u r in g  Mrs.  
S t r i n g e r ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o n c e rn e d  membership  on th e  
U n i t e d  S choo l  Committee.  I n  1944 d u r in g  Mrs.  Roger S h a r p ' s  
te rm  a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  U n i t e d  School  Committee was o rg a n ­
i z e d  and t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  a c ­
c e p t e d  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Coxe t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
171I b i d .
^ " ^ N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F i f t y - S i x t h  Annual M eet ing  (C h ic ag o ,
1 9 5 2 ; ,  P. 1«5 .
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i n  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h i s  co m m ittee .  I t  i n c lu d e d  a t  t h a t  
tim e t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  each  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n s :  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e
P a r i s h  S u p e r in t e n d e n t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  School 
B o a rd s ' A s s o c i a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and  
th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n .  A l e t t e r  from  S u p e r in ­
t e n d e n t  Coxe to  Mrs. S h arp  e x p la in e d  th e  p ro p o se d  o p e ra ­
t i o n  o f  th e  com m ittee  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  " s tu d y in g  and
s t e e r i n g  th ro u g h  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w h a te v e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h i s
17 ^com m ittee  may a g re e  u p o n ."  A f t e r  th e  f i f te e n -m e m b e r  
com m ittee  had  a g re e d  upon l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i t  was t o  p r e s e n t  
th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  G o v e r n o r - e l e c t  D av is  and  h i s  l e g i s l a ­
t i v e  co m m ittee ,  who were i n  t u r n  to  be a s k e d  to  d e s ig n a te  
th e  members o f  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to  in t r o d u c e  th e  c o m m it te e 's  
p ro p o se d  b i l l s .  S u p e r in te n d e n t  C o x e 's  l e t t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  
" t h i s  p la n  w i l l  p ro v e  to  be s im p le ,  e f f e c t i v e  and a g r e e a b le  
to  each  o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s t e e r i n g  com m ittee  on e d u c a t i o n . 174
Por se v en  y e a r s  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  s e n t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  t h e  m e e t in g s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  School Com­
m i t t e e ,  s u p p o r te d  i t s  p ro g ra m s, and  c o o p e ra te d  w i th  t h e  
group  i n  a l l  o f  i t s  e n d e a v o r s .  However, t h e  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c ia t i o n  c o n t in u e d  to  e x i s t  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t
^7 ^ L e t t e r  from  Jo h n  E. Coxe, S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  
o f  E d u c a t io n ,  t o  M rs. R oger P . S h a rp ,  A p r i l  25» 1944*
1 7 4 I b i d .
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o r g a n i z a t i o n  w ith  program s o f  i t s  own w hich o f t e n  were n o t
in c lu d e d  i n  th o s e  o f  th e  U n i te d  S choo l Com m ittee, th e  m ain
one b e in g  t h a t  o f  t h e  a p p o i n t iv e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . 1 7 ^
I n  1951 th e  U n i te d  S choo l Com mittee v o te d  t o  oppose
any m easu re  t h a t  w ould  change th e  e l e c t i v e  sy s te m  o f
c h o o s in g  t h e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  T h is  was i n  o p p o s i t i o n
t o  th e  l o n g  e x i s t i n g  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  program ;
t h e r e f o r e ,  M rs. S t r i n g e r ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ’s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
on th e  U n i te d  School C om m ittee, w alked  o u t o f  t h e  m e e tin g
and  w ith d rew  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which sh e  r e p r e s e n t e d  from
17 6m em bership  i n  th e  co m m itte e .  At a  s p e c i a l  m e e t in g  o f
t h e  s t a t e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers  i n  A le x a n d r ia ,  O c to b e r  13,
1951» M rs. F red  B en ton  moved t h a t  t h e  b o a rd  s u p p o r t  th e
177w ith d r a w a l .  The m o tio n  c a r r i e d  u n a n im o u s ly . S e v e ra l
l o c a l  u n i t s  q u e s t io n e d  th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  Mrs. S t r i n g e r ’s 
a c t i o n .  Examples o f  l e t t e r s  from  l o c a l  u n i t s  p r o t e s t i n g  
th e  a c t i o n  a r e  e x c e r p te d  be low :
. . . T here  was p a s s e d  unan im ously  a  r e s o l u t i o n  
d i r e c t i n g  me t o  a d v i s e  you o f  o u r  u n i t ' s  o f f i c i a l  
p r o t e s t  to  y o u r  a c t i o n .  . . . The r e s o l u t i o n  was 
amended by a d d in g  t h a t  t h i s  g ro u p  go on r e c o r d  a s  
f a v o r i n g  a r u l e  w hereby any s u c h  p ro p o sed  a c t i o n  
by t h e  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  sh o u ld  be t a b l e d
175' ^ P e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w ith  M rs. J .  H. S t r i n g e r ,  
B a to n  Rouge, F e b ru a ry  20, 1965*
176I b i d .
177L o u is ia n a  P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers, A lexan d ria ,
October" I 3 , 1951*
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u n t i l  l o c a l  u n i t s  have been c o n t a c t e d  and t h e i r  ap ­
p r o v a l  s e c u r e d .
We f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  our s t a t e  PTA sh o u ld  r e t a i n  
m em bership  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S ch o o ls  Com m ittee.
A n o th e r  l e t t e r  a l s o  r e g i s t e r e d  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l
a c t i o n  w i th o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  l o c a l  u n i t s .
. . . Much co n c e rn  was e x p r e s s e d  o v e r  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  to o  many d e c i s i o n s ,  announcem ents o f  p o l i c y ,  
and p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  were made on a  S t a t e  l e v e l  
w i th o u t  th e  know ledge o r  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  u n i t s .  
We u rg e  t h a t  l o c a l  u n i t s  be g iv e n  a f u l l  oppor­
t u n i t y  to  d e te rm in e  S t a t e  p o l i c y ,  d e c i s io n s  and  
s t a t  ement s .^79
In  o r d e r  to  answ er t h e  many i n q u i r i e s  w hich a r r i v e d  
c o n c e rn in g  t h e  b o a r d ' s  w i th d ra w a l  from  th e  U n i te d  S ch o o l 
C om m ittee, M rs. S t r i n g e r  m a i le d  th e  f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r  t o  
a l l  u n i t  p r e s i d e n t s :
E n c lo s e d  i s  a copy o f  th e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p o l i c y  
a d o p te d  by th e  B oard  o f  M anagers o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t in g  i n  A le x a n d r ia ,  
S a tu r d a y ,  O c t .  13, 1951 .
The C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e rs  i s  th e  m ost 
d e m o c ra t ic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  A m erica and i s  u n iq u e  i n  
i t s  s t r u c t u r e .  Each l o c a l  u n i t ,  C o u n c i l ,  d i s t r i c t  
and  s t a t e  o p e r a t e s  a c c o rd in g  t o  i t s  s e p a r a t e  by­
law s  .
T h e re fo re  m em bership  i n  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i s  
d e te rm in e d  by each  b r a n c h  r e c e i v i n g  such  an i n v i t a ­
t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  l o c a l  u n i t  to  a s k  
th e  s t a t e  b ra n c h  i f  i t  can  a c c e p t  an i n v i t a t i o n  to  
j o i n  a n o th e r  g ro u p  i n  th e  community a s  lo n g  as  
t h e r e  i s  no v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y .
L ik e w is e ,  a  m em bership o f f e r e d  to  th e  s t a t e  
b r a n c h  i s  d e te rm in e d  by th e  B oard  o f  M anagers—
^ L e t t e r  from  Mrs. E . L. B u t l e r ,  C o r re sp o n d in g  
S e c r e t a r y ,  S t .  F r a n c i s v i l l e  H igh S choo l PTA, to  M rs. J .  H. 
S t r i n g e r ,  March 13* 1952 .
■ ^ L e t t e r  from Mrs. Jack Warren, S e c r e ta r y , South
S id e  (B a stro p ) P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , to  Mrs. J .  H.
S tr in g e r , February 1 3 , 1952 .
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m ost o f  whom have  g iv e n  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  to  t h e  PTA 
p rogram .
The a c t i o n  o f  th e  b o a rd  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  w ith d ra w a l  
from  Mr. J a c k s o n 's  com m ittee  c a l l e d  "The U n ite d  
S ch o o ls  Com mittee" i s  i n  k e e p in g  w i th  th e  n a t i o n a l  
p o l i c y  and th e  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T ea ch e r  A s s o c i a t i o n . 1°^
A p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  was i s s u e d  e x p l a in i n g  th e  b o a r d ' s  r e a ­
son f o r  w ith d ra w in g  from  t h e  U n ite d  S ch o o ls  C om m ittee. I t  
r e a d  a s  f o l lo w s :
We, th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
f e e l  t h a t  we h av e  and  sh o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  g iv e  i n ­
t e l l i g e n t  s u p p o r t  t o  L o u i s i a n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e v e l ­
opment b u t  t h a t  o u r  e v a l u a t i o n  can  be more e f f e c ­
t i v e  where we can  lo o k  in d e p e n d e n t ly  a t  t h e  ENTIRE 
PROGRAM OP EDUCATION;
W ithd raw al from  th e  com m ittee  l e a v e s  o u r  p e r ­
s p e c t i v e  u n l i m i t e d  and  a l lo w s  u s  to  p u rsu e  o u r  ob­
j e c t i v e  o f  k e e p in g  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  a s  th e  
number one g o a l  o f  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  sy s tem ;
As a  p re d o m in a n t ly  l a y  g ro u p , we rem a in  f a r  
enough rem oved from  s t r i c t l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g ro u p s  to  
r e c o g n i z e  what t h e  p u b l i c  hopes  from  e d u c a t io n ,  y e t ,  
o u r  own m em bership  i n c lu d e s  t e a c h e r s  and o t h e r  p ro ­
f e s s i o n a l  l e a d e r s  who g iv e  co m p e ten t g u id a n c e  and 
l e a d e r s h i p .
T here  i s  no SAFEGUARD a g a i n s t  commitment by ma­
j o r i t y  v o te  o f  t h e  U n i te d  Schoo l Com mittee o f  i t s  
member o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  m easu res  and  p o l i c i e s  w hich 
th e  i n d i v i d u a l  member o r g a n i z a t i o n s  may o p p o se .
T h is  i s  i n  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h e  S t a t e  and  Na­
t i o n a l  PTA p o l i c y  o f  c o n f e r e n c in g  w i th  o t h e r  g ro u p s  
b u t  n o t  a c t u a l l y  j o i n i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w here th e  
PTA can  be co m m itted  to  a c t i o n  o r  p o l i c i e s  w hich  
t h e  PTA may oppose ;
The PTA i s  r e q u i r e d  to  g u a rd  a g a i n s t  p a r t i s a n  
p o l i t i c s  and a s  l o n g  a s  th e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  edu­
c a t i o n  re m a in s  e l e c t i v e ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n s t a n t  danger  
o f  su c h  p a r t i s a n s h i p  s e e p in g  i n t o  su c h  g roup  a c t i o n  
a s  t h e  U n i te d  S ch o o l Com m ittee;
The PTA, a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  a n t i c i p a t e s  g iv in g
■ ^^L etter from Mrs. J .  H. S tr in g e r  to  l o c a l  u n it
p r e s id e n ts ,  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , November 9 ,  1 9 5 1 *
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c o o p e r a t iv e  s u p p o r t  t o  s c h o o l  m a t t e r s  su ch  a s :  
a d e q u a te  minimum t e a c h e r  s a l a r y ,  t e a c h e r  w e l f a r e  
and  t e n u r e  la w s ,  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s ,  a d e q u a te  f i ­
n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sy s te m . 
However, we e x p e c t  to  c o n t in u e  o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  o th e r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  such  a s  th e  a p p o i n t iv e  s u p e r in ­
t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  ( S t a t e )  im proved  t e a c h e r  c e r ­
t i f i c a t i o n  and a more e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
S t a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  fu n d s  on th e  b a s i s  o f  d a i l y  a v e r ­
age a t t e n d a n c e ,  e t c . l ® 1
T h is  b o y c o t t  o f  t h e  U n i te d  Schoo l Committee by th e  
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  c o n t in u e d  to  t h i s  
day, w i th  r e g a r d  to  a c t i v e  m em bership  on t h e  co m m ittee . 
However, th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t s  many o f  th e  
c o m m it te e 's  p r o p o s a l s .
The 1951 c o n v e n t io n  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a re n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n  was h e l d  i n  S h r e v e p o r t .  The d e l e g a t e s  a d o p te d  
r e s o l u t i o n s  as  f o l lo w s :  ( l )  c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  ap­
p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  p la n ;  (2 )  a p p r o v a l  o f  a d e q u a te  
s t a t e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  i n  th e  s t a t e ;
(3 )  recom m endation  o f  t h e  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  b a s i s  
f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  fu n d s ;  ( 4 ) c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  
f o r  t h e  m e r i t  sy s tem  i n  governm ent and r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  th e  
s t a t e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  sy s tem  a t  t h e  1952 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ;  
(5 )  s u p p o r t  o f  reco m m en d a tio n s  by t h e  J u v e n i l e  C o u rt  Com­
m is s io n  f o r  j u v e n i l e  p r o t e c t i o n ;  (6 )  c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  
th e  C h i ld  L abo r Law; (7 )  p e t i t i o n i n g  th e  O overnor to  s e t  
up a  com m ission  to  s tu d y  th e  p rob lem s in v o lv e d  i n  sex
L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers, A lex a n d r ia ,
O ctober 137 1951*
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o f f e n s e s  with, a  v iew  to  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s o c i a l  and l e g a l  con­
t r o l s ;  (8 )  u r g in g  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  r u n n in g  a t  l a r g e  o f  l i v e s t o c k  on th e  p u b l i c  
h ighw ays; (9 )  endo rsem en t o f  th e  program  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  
S t a t e  L i b r a r y  and p le d g in g  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  more a d e q u a te  
h o u s in g  f o r  th e  S t a t e  L ib r a r y  as  w e l l  a s  f o r  l i b r a r y  ex­
t e n s i o n ,  and  (10) f a v o r i n g  p e rm is s iv e  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  f i ­
n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  u n i t s .
At t h e  c o n v e n t io n  Mrs. S t r i n g e r  gave  h e r  f i r s t  an­
n u a l  p r e s i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  m em bersh ip . In  i t  she  
spoke o f  t h e  main p r o j e c t s  o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  
y e a r  an d  a l s o  o f  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  as  p r e s i d e n t .  M rs. 
S t r i n g e r ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  h e r  f i r s t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  g iv e s  
i n s i g h t  i n t o  h e r  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  t h e  work and  hopes  o f  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  She b eg an ;
T h is  h a s  b een  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  a  new a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n .  I t  i s  a  s o u rc e  o f  deep s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  r e a l ­
i z e  how sm o o th ly  o u r  program  h as  f u n c t io n e d  d e s p i t e  
t h e  p rob lem  in v o lv e d  i n  th e  change o f  l e a d e r s h i p  
w h ich  n e c e s s i t a t e s  a  change i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e .
E very  new p r e s i d e n t  s u f f e r s  th e  t r i a l s  and  e r r o r s  
o f  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  h a s  been  p o s i t i v e  p r o g r e s s  
i n  e v e ry  p h ase  o f  th e  program . The p r e s i d e n t  makes 
th e  s t a t e m e n t  u n r e s e r v e d ly  b e c a u se  sh e  knows t h a t  i t  
i s  o n ly  so b e c a u s e  o f  th e  e f f i c i e n t  p la n n in g  o f  h e r  
p r e d e c e s s o r — th e  g e n e ro u s  r e s p o n s e  o f  B oard  Mem­
b e r s — and f i n a l l y ,  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  and good humor 
o f  h e r  f a m i l y .
The l a t t e r  r e c e i v e d  i t s  supreme t e s t  when th e  
p r e s i d e n t ,  i n  w r i t i n g  to  h e r  h u sb an d , a d d r e s s e d  
h im , "DEAR CO-WORKER!!"
I  O n
L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e 1951  C on ven tion , S h revep ort, A p r il , 1 9 5 1 .
1 4 2
The L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  h as  h e e n  
s e n s i t i v e  to  th e  ch a n g in g  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r .  F o llo w in g  th e  example o f  our N a t io n a l  P r e s i ­
d e n t ,  y ou r  S t a t e  p r e s i d e n t  h a s  w r i t t e n  t o  th e  Di­
r e c t o r  o f  C i v i l i a n  D efense  p le d g in g  o u r  c o o p e r a t io n  
f o r  a  program  t h a t  m e e ts  th e  n e e d s  o f  t h i s  em ergency 
an d  a t  th e  same tim e  r e d o u b l in g  our e f f o r t s  to  p r o ­
m ote th e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  an d  y o u th  i n  home, 
s c h o o l ,  c h u rc h  and c o m m u n ity .l°3
I n  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  Mrs. S t r i n g e r  n o t e d  
t h a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  had  i n ­
c r e a s e d  i n  s t r e n g t h  t o  60 ,135  members who w ere  p a r t i c i p a t ­
in g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a t  m e e t in g s ,  w orkshops, d i s t r i c t  m e e t in g s  
and o t h e r  c o n f e r e n c e s .  She announced  t h a t  t h i s  ad m in is ­
t r a t i o n  h o p ed  to  d e v e lo p  an expanded program  i n  P a r e n t -  
E d u c a t io n ,  w i th  a n o th e r  P a r e n t - E d u c a t io n  Workshop a t  Lou­
i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  s c h e d u le d  f o r  A ugust, 1951* The 
r e p o r t  c o n t in u e d  w i th  a  r e - a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
a p p o i n t iv e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  p la n  and t h e  change i n  m ethod o f  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  f u n d s ,  b a c k in g  h e r  p l e a  f o r  s u p p o r t  
w i th  s t a t i s t i c s  on i l l i t e r a c y  and p e r c e n ta g e s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
y o u th  r e j e c t e d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  f o r  f a i l u r e  to  p a s s  
m e n ta l  t e s t s .  She e m p h as iz ed  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  S t a t e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  
L o u i s i a n a  Youth Com mission, and u rg e d  th e  members to  w r i t e  
t h e i r  congressm an  f o r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  P u b l i c  
H e a l th  U n i t s  A c t, w hich  a t  t h a t  t im e  h ad  p a s s e d  th e  S e n a te  
and was b e f o r e  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The Summer
l 8 3 I b id .
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Round-Up Program , she n o te d ,  had  become c o n s id e r a b ly  more 
s u c c e s s f u l  w i th  b e t t e r  c o o p e r a t io n  from  p h y s i c i a n s ,  and  
c o n c lu d ed , "We s h a l l  s t r i v e  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  
a l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  program s and  p le d g e  our r e s o u r c e s  to  m eet 
th e  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h i s  m id - c e n tu r y  c r i s i s . " ' 1' ^
I n  r e g a r d  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  1952 c o n v e n t io n  
a d o p te d  r e s o l u t i o n s  m a in t a i n i n g  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  p o s i ­
t i o n  on th e  m a t t e r  o f  th e  a p p o i n t iv e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  and  
th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  f u n d s .  L o c a l  u n i t s  were u rg e d  
to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  need  and  v a lu e  o f  k i n d e r g a r t e n s  an d  to  
prom ote t h e s e  s c h o o l  u n i t s  i n  a r e a s  where th e y  were n o t  i n  
u s e .  As b e f o r e ,  l a c k  o f  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  t h e  C h i ld  L ab o r  
Law was d e p lo re d ,  a s  was th e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  1950 s e s s i o n  
o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to  a l lo w  th e  C i v i l  S e r v ic e  C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l  Amendment to  be s u b m i t te d  t o  p o p u la r  v o te  f o r  r a t i ­
f i c a t i o n .
C o n cern in g  t h i s  l a s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  recom m enda tion , 
th e  s t a t e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers  a t  i t s  f a l l  m e e t in g  commended 
th e  1952 L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a l lo w in g  a  p ro p o se d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
amendment w hich  r e s t o r e d  t h e  s t a t e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  s y s te m  to  
be p r e s e n t e d  to  th e  v o t e r s  o f  th e  s t a t e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
In  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s e n t  to  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  P a r e n t -  
T eacher  A s s o c ia t i o n  w h o le h e a r te d ly  e n d o rs e d  t h e
l 8* m a .
■ ^ ^ L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u te s  o f  
th e  1952 C o n v e n tio n , New O r le a n s ,  A p r i l ,  1952 .
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amendment. F o l lo w in g  th e  November, 1952 , e l e c t i o n ,  a t  
w hich t im e  th e  amendment met w i th  g r e a t  s u c c e s s ,  Mr. J o s e p h  
l a l l a n d e ,  e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  C i v i l  S e r v ic e  
L eague , w ro te  t o  th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  th a n k in g  
th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  i t s  h e lp  and  s u p p o r t ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  an  e x c e l l e n t  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  sys tem  i n  th e  
s t a t e  h ad  been  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  th r o u g h  "good h a r d  work and 
c o o p e r a t i o n , ” c i t i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  amendment as  "a  
s h i n i n g  exam ple o f  w hat can  be a c c o m p lish e d  th r o u g h  coop­
e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  o f  t h i n k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  and p u b l ic -m in d e d  
g ro u p s  f o r  a j u s t  c a u s e .
M rs. S t r i n g e r  announced  i n  h e r  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  
1952 t h a t  a perm anen t s t a t e  o f f i c e  h ad  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  
d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  and th e  s e c u r in g  o f  a  f u l l - t i m e  s e c r e t a r y  
was u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  "The o f f i c e  p r o v id e s  t h e  ma­
c h in e r y  t h a t  w i l l  g iv e  c o n t i n u i t y  to  t h e  program  when t h e r e  
i s  a  change o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  I t  s e r v e s  th e  l o c a l  u n i t s  
w i th  a  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i e n c y  and r e l e a s e s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  f ro m
r o u t i n e  d u t i e s ,  g iv in g  h e r  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a c t  i n  an a d -
1 88v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y . "
" ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
th e  M e e tin g  o f  t h e  Bo a r d  o f  M an ag ers , B a ton  Rouge,
O c to b e r  11 , 1952 .
■ ^ L e t t e r  from J o s e p h  L a l l a n d e ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  
L o u i s i a n a  C i v i l  S e r v ic e  L eague , to  M rs. J .  H. S t r i n g e r ,  
November.25» 1952 .
l8 8 N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  P r o ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F i f t y - S i x t h  Annual M e e tin g  (C h ic ag o ,
1 9 5 2 ; ,  p .  1 9 f .
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The 1953 c o n v e n t io n  i n  Lake C h a r le s  p a s s e d  a  r e s o ­
l u t i o n  f a v o r in g  an upw ard r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r  s a l a r y  
s c h e d u le .  The p r e s i d e n t  a p p o in te d  a  co m m ittee ,  head ed  by 
Mrs. George W a lth e r ,  J r . ,  t o  s tu d y  th e  m a t t e r .  The com­
m i t t e e  p r e p a r e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n  in  r e g a r d  to  i n ­
c r e a s i n g  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s :
The Committee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  
young p e o p le  i n t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  and i n  
o r d e r  t o  k eep  them, t h e  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r y  m ust be 
made more a t t r a c t i v e  and  m ust make i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
t e a c h e r s  to  m a in t a in  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d  o f  
l i v i n g .  C h i ld r e n  i n  t h e  s c h o o ls  w i l l  s u f f e r  u n l e s s  
t e a c h e r s  . . . can  p ro v id e  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  and  t h e i r  
d e p e n d en ts  a  p l a n  o f  l i v i n g  t h a t  p r o v id e s  f o r  d ig ­
n i t y  and  c u l t u r a l  g ro w th .
A f t e r  h a v in g  s t u d i e d  th e  s a l a r y  s c h e d u le  as  
recommended by th e  NEA ($ 3 0 0 0 -$ 8 2 0 0 ) , t h e  LEA 
recom m endation  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  21$ i n c r e a s e  above 
th e  10$  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  i n c r e a s e  o f  1952; a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  Peabody Survey " P u b l ic  E d u c a t io n  in  L o u i s i ­
an a , " w hich  recommends a  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  
th e  maximum s a l a r y  f o r  t e a c h e r s  w i th  b a c h e l o r ' s  
d e g re e s ,  and i n  th e  maximum f o r  t e a c h e r s  w i th  mas­
t e r ' s  d e g r e e s ,  and an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  
be tw een  th e  h o l d e r  o f  b a c h e l o r ' s  and m a s t e r ' s  de­
g r e e s ,  th e  co m m ittee  recommends t h e  f o l lo w in g  m in i ­
mum s a l a r y  s c h e d u le  f o r  e le m e n ta ry  and  se co n d a ry  
t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  and  u rg e s  t h a t  
sy s tem s  l o c a t e d  i n  a r e a s  w here t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  
may be h ig h e r  s h a l l  a t t e m p t  to  make a d d i t i o n a l  
s a l a r y  a d ju s tm e n ts :
E x p e r ie n c e  B a c h e l o r ' s  B a c h e l o r ' s  M a s t e r ' s  M a s t e r ' s
y e a r s d eg ree d eg ree d e g re e d eg ree
p lu s  1 p lu s  1
y e a r - y e a r
1 $2950 $3060 $3170 $3280
2 3080 3170 3280 3390
3 3170 3280 3390 3500
4 3280 3390 3500 3610
5 3390 3500 3610 3720
6 3500 3610 3720 3830
7 3610 3720 3830 3940
8 3720 3830 3940 4050
9 3830 3940 4050 4160
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10 3940 4050 4160 4270
11 4050 4160 4270 4380
12 4160 4270 4380 4490
13 4380 4490 4600
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O th e r r e s o l u t i o n s a d o p te d  a t th e  1953 'c o n v e n tio n
d e a l t  w i th  endorsem en t o f  a p o s i t i v e  a p p ro a c h  c o n c e rn in g  
l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  and y o u th ;  a  r e q u e s t  to  t h e  Fed­
e r a l  Com m unications System  t o  e x te n d  th e  t im e  on a l l o c a ­
t i o n  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  c h a n n e ls  now s e t  a s id e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
u s e ;  a p l e a  f o r  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a c t i v i t y  to w a rd  more com­
p l e t e  c i t i z e n  in f o r m a t io n  on a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  p u b l i c  ed u ca­
t i o n ;  an  u r g in g  o f  t h e  n eed  f o r  r e c i p r o c i t y  w i th  r e g a r d  
t o  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ;  com m endation o f  t h e  1952 L e g is ­
l a t u r e  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  an d  
com m endation o f  t h i s  c o u n c i l  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  th e  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  S choo l Survey; f a v o r i n g  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  s e t t i n g  up 
s c h o o l  b o a r d  e l e c t i o n s  s e p a r a t e  from  any p a r t y  p r im a ry ,  
and  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o h i b i t i n g  f a c t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i ­
t y  i n  l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a rd  e l e c t i o n s .  The l a s t  r e s o l u t i o n  
was a r e q u e s t  to  th e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and 
T e a ch e rs  " to  ta k e  a c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s c h o o ls  from  any 
i n t i m i d a t i o n ,  any i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a t t a c k s  on academ ic
■^^L ouisiana p aren t-T ea ch er  A s s o c ia t io n ,  M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers, A lex a n d ria ,
O ctober 1 3 , 1953. ---------------------
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freedom , and a l l  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  p r a c t i c e s
At th e  1953 c o n v e n t io n  Mrs. S t r i n g e r ' s  te rm  o f  o f ­
f i c e  came to  an end . B e fo re  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  h e r  p o s i t i o n  to  
M rs. J .  S . G off , M rs. S t r i n g e r  th a n k ed  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  S t a t e  
Board o f  M anagers, and a l l  th e  members f o r  th e  e n th u s ia sm , 
c o o p e r a t io n ,  and h a r d  work th e y  u n s e l f i s h l y  gave t o  th e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  cause  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s .  She t o l d  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  t h a t  a l th o u g h  th e  a p p o in t ­
i v e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  h i l l  h ad  f a i l e d  to  p a s s  i n  th e  l a s t  
s e s s io n  o f  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  th e  P a re n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  
g a in e d  s t a t e w id e  s u p p o r t  f o r  i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e  program . The 
t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r y  r a i s e  was p a s s e d  and th u s  made L o u is ia n a  
r a n k  f i r s t  i n  th e  Sou th  w i th  th e  h i g h e s t  minimum s a l a r y
s c a l e ,  an d  th e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  law  was ap p ro v ed  by c o n s t i t u -
191t i o n a l  amendment.
Mrs. John  S. G off. 1953-1956
M rs. G o f f 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  work began  
i n  1936 a s  a "room m other"  i n  th e  l o c a l  u n i t  o f  th e  Henry W. 
A lle n  S choo l i n  New O r le a n s .  However, Mrs. G o f f 's  p o s i t i o n s  
o f  l e a d e r s h i p  were h e l d  a f t e r  th e  f a m i ly  moved to  S h re v e ­
p o r t ,  w here  she became a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  P a r e n t -T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  At v a r i o u s  t im e s  she s e rv e d  a s  cha irm an  o f
■^^L ouisiana P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1953 C onvention , Lake C h arles, A p r il, 1953-
1 9 1 I b id .
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th e  R e c r e a t io n  and Program  Com m ittees and a s  s e c r e t a r y  and 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C re s w e l l  School P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n .  Prom 1949 to  1951 she was p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  
S h re v e p o r t  C o u n c il  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s .  Soon a f t e r  
sh e  became f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c ia t i o n ;  
h e r  e l e c t i o n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  A p r i l ,  1953*1^
P rogram s w hich  r e c e i v e d  m a jo r  em phasis  d u r in g  Mrs. 
G o f f ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  were p a r e n t - e d u c a t i o n ,  s a f e t y ,  l e g i s ­
l a t i o n ,  e x t e n s io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r a d io  
and t e l e v i s i o n  in  e d u c a t i o n ,  and a s c h o l a r s h i p  fu n d .  In  
th e  a r e a  o f  p a r e n t - e d u c a t i o n  muah was a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  th e  
w orkshops an d  c o n f e r e n c e s  w hich  were h e l d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  
s t a t e .  In  1953 a p a r e n t  e d u c a t io n  w orkshop was c o n d u c ted  
i n  each  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  by  M rs. E l l e n  D e l l  B i e l e r ,  f i e l d  
s t a f f  member o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and 
T e a c h e rs ,  an d  Mrs. L. P. P arm er, L o u i s i a n a ' s  new p a r t - t i m e  
e x t e n s io n  s e c r e t a r y .  In  1954 P r .  L lo y d  P unchess  o f  B aton 
Rouge, N a t i o n a l  Chairm an o f  Music o f  th e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  
o f  P a r e n t s  an d  T e a c h e rs ,  d i r e c t e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  m usic  work­
shops  a t  McNeese S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  Lake C h a r le s ;  N o r th e a s t  
S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  Monroe; and S o u th e a s te r n  L o u i s i a n a  C o l le g e ,  
Hammond. T h ese  m e e t in g s  p ro v e d  v e ry  s u c c e s s f u l  and  were 
a l l  w e l l  a t t e n d e d .  A t h r e e - d a y  c o n fe r e n c e  on p a r e n t
^ R e p o r t  o f  M rs. George Meade, H i s t o r i a n .  L o u i s i ­
an a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 5 3 -5 6 , p .  1 .  (Unpub­
l i s h e d  m a n u s c r ip t . )
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e d u c a t io n  h e ld  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  in  Ju n e ,  1954» 
em phasized  th e  v a lu e  o f  d i s c u s s io n ,  g roups i n  l o c a l  u n i t s . ^ 93
The s a f e t y  p rogram  d u r in g  M rs. G o f f ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .  A c o n fe re n c e  
f o r  t e e n - a g e r s  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  had  a s  i t s  
them e, "S afe  D r i v e r s . "  L o ca l u n i t s  c o n d u c te d  program s on 
home, s c h o o l  and t r a f f i c  s a f e t y .  The e n t i r e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
v i g o r o u s l y  s u p p o r te d  l e g i s l a t i o n  b an n in g  open s to c k  on t h e
h ighw ays and p r o v id in g  f o r  com pulsory  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  m otor
194 v e h i c l e s .  ^
D uring  th e  y e a r  1 9 5 3 -5 4 } t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T each er  A s s o c ia t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  s c h o l a r s h i p  fu n d  i n  
memory o f  Mrs. Lawrence M a ilh e s ,  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  and  n a ­
t i o n a l  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  The s c h o l a r s h i p  was to  be aw arded 
a n n u a l ly  to  a w orthy  y o u n g s te r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  becom ing a 
t e a c h e r .  D e t a i l e d  p la n s  f o r  th e  aw ard in g  o f  th e  s c h o l a r ­
s h ip s  w ere made a t  th e  J a n u a ry  7> 1956, m e e t in g  o f  th e
19 5s t a t e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers  i n  A le x a n d r ia .  I n  h i s  r e p o r t
to  t h e  b o a rd ,  D r. H a r le y  Sm ith , Chairman o f  th e  Committee 
to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  fu n d , made s e v e r a l  recom m endations  t h a t  
s p e l l e d  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  s c h o l a r s h i p  aw ard . They 
were a s  f o l lo w s :  ( l )  t h a t  th e  s c h o l a r s h i p  fu n d s  be r a i s e d
193I b i d . ,  p . 4 .  194I b i d . , p . 7 .
1 9 ^ L ouisiana P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  M anagers, A lexan d ria ,
January 7 , 1956 .
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th ro u g h  v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  w i th  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
g i f t  s e t  a t  n o t  more th a n  $ 2 00 .00 ; (2 )  t h a t  th e  program  be 
i n i t i a t e d  when th e  fu n d  h ad  a t  l e a s t  $1 ,000  in  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n s ;  (3 )  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o l a r s h i p  be aw arded t o  a h ig h  
s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e ;  (4 )  t h a t  a  second  s c h o l a r s h i p  (when fu n d s  
w ere  a v a i l a b l e )  be aw arded  to  a c o l l e g e  j u n i o r ;  (5 )  t h a t  
t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  be aw arded  f o r  one y e a r ,  re n e w a b le  f o r  
f o u r  y e a r s  o r  u n t i l  g r a d u a t io n  from c o l l e g e ;  (6 )  t h a t  t h e  
r e c i p i e n t  o f  th e  s c h o l a r s h i p  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  to  r e p a y  th e  
l o a n  i f  he f u l f i l l e d  two y e a r s  o f  t e a c h i n g  s e r v i c e  i n  th e  
s t a t e ;  and (7 )  t h a t  th e  s e l e c t i o n  com m ittee  be composed o f  
f i v e  members o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
w i th  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from  t h e  B oard  o f  M anagers . The com­
m i t t e e  a l s o  s u g g e s te d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w hich  th e  s c h o l a r s h i p  
r e c i p i e n t  s h o u ld  m e e t:  ( l )  t h a t  th e  p e r s o n  have an a p t i ­
tu d e  f o r  a n d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t e a c h in g ;  (2 )  t h a t  he be o f  
good c h a r a c t e r  and p o s s e s s  q u a l i t i e s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ;
(3 )  t h a t  he  p o s s e s s  a  w o rth y  s c h o l a s t i c  r e c o r d ;  (4 )  t h a t  
he be  d e s e r v in g  o f  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and (5 )  t h a t  he be o f  sound
h e a l t h .  On th e  m o tio n  o f  D r. Sm ith , t h e  b o a rd  a d o p te d  a l l
196p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th e  r e p o r t .
S u p p o r t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L ib r a r y  Commission and  i t s  
work was a n o t h e r  p r o j e c t  u n d e r ta k e n  by t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c i a t i o n  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  At t h e  O c to b e r  1 0 , 1953>
1 9 6 I b id .
151
m e e tin g  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b o a rd  o f  m an ag ers , M iss Sue H e f le y ,  
o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  L ib r a r y  Commission, spoke o f  th e  s e r v i c e s  
o f  t h a t  com m ission and a l s o  o f  th e  aim s and n ee d s  o f  th e  
C i t i z e n ' s  L ib r a r y  Movement. Mrs. E red  Z e n g e l ,  f o l lo w in g  
M iss H e f l e y ' s  r e p o r t ,  moved t h a t  t h e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers o f  
th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i n  v iew  o f  i t s  
s u p p o r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  program  and th e  c r i t i c a l  n e e d  
f o r  a d e q u a te  h o u s in g  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y ,  u rg e  a l l  a s s o ­
c i a t i o n  members t o  c o n t a c t  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  th e
l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  in  1954 to  con -
1Q7s t r u c t  a s t a t e  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g .  The m o tio n  c a r r i e d .  ^ 1 
In  h e r  f i r s t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t ,  A p r i l  195 3 -5 4 , M rs.
G off s t r e s s e d  a s  she d id  th ro u g h o u t  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
p a r e n t - e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  p rogram . She s t a t e d :
A m a jo r  o b j e c t i v e  o f  th e  PTA movement i s  p a r e n t -  
e d u c a t i o n .  L o u i s i a n a  i s  c o n t in u in g  i t s  expanded  
p rogram  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  th ro u g h  w orkshops and d i s c u s ­
s i o n  g ro u p s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  u n i t s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  coun­
c i l s  and  a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n .  The number o f  
s tu d y  g ro u p s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y — to  198 
g r o u p s ,  a t t e n d e d  by 2 ,554  p e r s o n s .  I t  h a s  been  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  have  been  
c o n s id e r e d  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  About t h r e e - f o u r t h s  u se  
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  g iv e n  i n  th e  N a t i o n a l  P a r e n t  
T e a c h e r .  . . .
I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  th e  s c h o l a r s h i p  fu n d  w i l l  
grow w i th  o th e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w h ich  w i l l  be made i n
■^^L ouisiana P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers, A lex a n d ria ,
O ctober 107 1953 .
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h o n o r  o r  i n  memory o f  c i t i z e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  
w e l f a r e  o f  "boys and  g i r l s  i n  L o u i s i a n a . 198
A le x a n d r ia  was t h e  s i t e  o f  th e  1954 c o n v e n t io n y and 
th e  them e, ' 'F a m il i e s  Are Our B u s in e s s , "  was in c lu d e d  i n  
th e  m ain a d d r e s s  g iv e n  by D r. R alph  H. Ojemann, Chairman 
o f  P a r e n t  E d u c a t io n ,  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  
T e a c h e r s . A no ther  o u t s t a n d in g  sp e a k e r  a t  t h i s  c o n v e n t io n  
was D r. W. D. M cC lurk in , D i r e c t o r  o f  F i e l d  S e rv ic e  f o r  
Peabody C o l le g e ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  T en n essee , who re v ie w e d  th e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  " P u b l ic  E d u c a t io n  in  L o u i s i a n a , " a r e p o r t  on 
th e  Peabody S u rv e y .
R e s o lu t i o n s  a d o p te d  by th e  d e l e g a t e s  o f  t h i s  con­
v e n t io n  i n c lu d e d  th e  f o l lo w in g :  ( l )  t h a t  t h e  L o u is ia n a
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c il  be commended f o r  i t s  e f f o r t s  i n  a r ­
r a n g in g  f o r  t h e  Peabody S u rv ey ; (2 )  t h a t  f a v o r a b le  a c t i o n  
be g iv e n  to  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a d e q u a te  d r i v e r  s a f e t y  
c o u r s e s  and d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  i n  a l l  h ig h  s c h o o ls ;
(3 )  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v id in g  t h a t  th e  p e r s o n n e l  o f  th e  
S t a t e  D epartm en t o f  E d u c a t io n  be n o m in a te d  by th e  S t a t e  
S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  and a l s o  p r o v id in g  t h a t  th e  
b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  D epartm en t o f  E d u c a t io n  be e n a c te d  by 
th e  L o u is ia n a  L e g i s l a t u r e ;  (4 )  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent 
o f  E d u c a t io n  p ro v id e  f o r  an  e v a l u a t i v e  p rog ram  to  r e c o g ­
n i z e  t h e  g i f t e d  c h i l d  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  s c h o o ls  and t o
■ ^ ^ N a t io n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e rs ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  F i f t y - E i g h t h  Annual M e e tin g  (C h icag o , 
1 9 5 4 ) ,  p .  185 .
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e s t a b l i s h  a program  f o r  t h e  f u l l  deve lopm en t o f  h i s  a b i l i ­
t i e s ;  ( 5 )  t h a t  a  k i n d e r g a r t e n  program  be made p a r t  o f  th e  
s t a t e  s c h o o l  sy s tem ; (7) t h a t  th e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t e a c h e r s  be 
i n c r e a s e d ,  and (8 )  t h a t  a s t o c k  law  be e n a c te d  f o r  t h e
i qq
s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
I n  h e r  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  to  th e  1955 c o n v e n t io n ,  Mrs. 
Goff p r o u d ly  p o i n t e d  to  t h e  p a s sa g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d ­
ing  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s  and  t h e  enac tm en t o f  a  s to c k  law  
d u r in g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  She w ro te :
T h is  was a  l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r .  . . . The L o u i s i a n a  
Highway S to c k  Law b i l l  p a s s e d  and t e a c h e r  s a l a r i e s  
w ere  i n c r e a s e d .  At t h e  1954- l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  C h i ld  
L a b o r  Laws and  C h i ld  W e lfa re  Laws rem a in ed  un­
ch a n g ed . The L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
l e d  th e  " f i g h t "  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  keep
t h e s e  two la w s  u n c h a n g e d .200
M rs. Goff r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  com pulso ry  m otor v e h i c l e
i n s p e c t i o n  law s w hich  th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  had
s p o n s o re d  r e c e i v e d  u n f a v o r a b le  com m ittee  a c t i o n  and  th e  a p -
201p o i n t i v e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  b i l l  was d e f e a t e d .  S in c e  1955 
was n o t  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  m e e t in g  i n  
c o n v e n t io n ,  s im p ly  r e a f f i r m e d  th e  r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p te d  th e  
y e a r  b e f o r e .  However, i n  1956, th e  c o n v e n t io n ,  a s se m b le d  
in  S h r e v e p o r t ,  a d o p te d  s e v e r a l  im p o r ta n t  r e s o l u t i o n s :
^ ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
th e  1954 C o n v e n t io n , A le x a n d r ia ,  A p r i l ,  1954*
200W a tio n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T eacher 's , P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  P i f t y - N i n t h  Annual M ee tin g  (C h icag o ,
1955‘JY p .  152 .
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(1 )  f a v o r i n g  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  law s b an n in g  th e  s a l e  an d  u se  
o f  f i r e w o r k s  i n  th e  s t a t e  e x c e p t  f o r  l e g a l l y  g r a n te d  sp e ­
c i a l  p e r m i t s  f o r  p u b l i c  d i s p l a y s ;  (2 )  r e a f f i r m i n g  con­
t i n u e d  i n t e r e s t  and s u p p o r t  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o u n c il  and r e g i s t e r i n g  a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  any p la n  
f o r  i t s  a b o l i s h m e n t ;  (3 )  u r g in g  th e  G overnor to  c o n t in u e  
th e  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  a l l  p r e s e n t  g am b lin g  la w s ;  (4 )  recom ­
m ending t h a t  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  v o t e r  r e s i d e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  be 
changed  to  one y e a r  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  s i x  m onths i n  t h e  p a r i s h ,  
t h r e e  m onths i n  th e  w ard and s i x  weeks i n  t h e  p r e c i n c t ;
(5 )  recom m ending t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  D epartm en t o f  E d u c a t io n  and 
th e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a rd s  s e t  up o r i g i n a l  b a s i c  l i b r a r y  n e e d s ,  
a l l o c a t i n g  n ee d e d  fu n d s  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  and  f u r t h e r  recom­
m ending t h a t  a l l  l i b r a r y  book a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  be a l l o t t e d  
by t h e  c u r r e n t  ce n su s  o f  e n r o l lm e n t  r a t h e r  th a n  on th e  
p r e s e n t  m ethod , and (6 )  r e q u e s t i n g  th e  S t a t e  Board o f  Edu­
c a t i o n  to  i n c lu d e  in  i t s  n e x t  b u d g e t  th e  sum o f  $25»000 to
e s t a b l i s h  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  fu n d  f o r  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  w i t h i n
202th e  c o l l e g e s  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .
D uring  t h e  f i n a l  y e a r  o f  M rs. G o f f ' s  te rm , t h e  W hite 
House C o n fe re n c e  on E d u c a t io n  was h e l d  i n  W ash ing ton . The 
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  p r e s i d e n t  was one 
o f  t h i r t y - t w o  d e l e g a t e s  e l e c t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  th e  s t a t e  a t  
th e  c o n f e r e n c e .  To a c q u a i n t  th e  l o c a l  u n i t s  w i th  t h e  work
‘̂ L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e 1956 C onvention , Monroe, A p r il, 1956 .
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o f  th e  c o n fe r e n c e ,  M rs. G off m a i le d  c o n fe re n c e  r e p o r t s  to  
th e  s i x t e e n  d i s t r i c t  d i r e c t o r s  f o r  u se  a t  t h e i r  s p r in g  d i s ­
t r i c t  m e e t in g s .  The e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  
l e d  t h e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers  to  r e q u e s t  a  s t a t e w id e  C i t i z e n s  
C o n fe ren ce  on E d u c a t io n ;  t h i s  was h e l d  i n  1958.
A lth o u g h  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  i n  an a c c i d e n t  i n  e a r l y  
1955» Mrs. G off c a r r i e d  on h e r  d u t i e s  f a i t h f u l l y .  A t te n ­
dance a t  th e  W hite House C o n feren ce  on E d u c a t io n ,  p a s sa g e  
o f  a  highw ay s to c k  la w , th e  s u c c e s s f u l  f i g h t  to  m a in ta in  
th e  C h i ld  l a b o r  Laws and  th e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r ­
i e s  were t h e  o u t s t a n d in g  e v e n ts  and a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  h e r  
te rm .  N o ta b le  work was done i n  p a r e n t - e d u c a t i o n  and s a f e t y ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  i n  p la n s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  fu n d .  
For th e s e  e f f o r t s  many c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t -  
T ea ch e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  made trem endous g a in s  u n d e r  th e  l e a d e r ­
s h i p  o f  M rs. G off .
P . P r e s i d e n t s  and T h e i r  A d m in i s t r a t i o n s ,
1956-1962
M rs. George B. W a lth e r ,  J r . ,  1956-1959
M rs. George B. W a lth e r ,  J r . ,  o f  Lake C h a r l e s ,  was 
e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  a t  i t s  1956 c o n v e n t io n  i n  S h re v e p o r t .  M rs. W a l th e r ,  
a  1937 g r a d u a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h ad  a  d i s ­
t i n g u i s h e d  r e c o r d  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t -  
T each er  A s s o c i a t i o n .  She h e l d  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  
and  p r e s i d e n t  o f  h e r  l o c a l  c o u n c i l .  She s e r v e d  as  d i r e c t o r
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o f  D i s t r i c t  Seven f o r  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  b e in g  named t o  th e  
o f f i c e  o f  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  
w hich  was t h e  p o s i t i o n  she h e l d  a t  t h e  tim e  o f  h e r  e l e c ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  p r e s id e n c y .
M rs. W a l th e r 's  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was m arked by s e v e r a l  
im p o r ta n t  and  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s .  One o f  th e  m ost n o t ­
a b l e  o f  t h e s e  was th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  c h a n g in g  
th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  so a s  t o  make th e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  
E d u c a t io n  an a p p o i n t iv e  o f f i c i a l .  At i t s  J a n u a ry  10 , 1957, 
m e e t in g ,  th e  s t a t e  b o a rd  o f  m anagers r e - e m p h a s iz e d  i t s  
l o n g - s t a n d i n g  demand t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  be  ap ­
p o i n t e d  by th e  a l l - e l e c t e d  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n .  The B oard  
o f  M anagers a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  powers ta k e n  
from  t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n  by p r e v io u s  s t a t e  a d -  
m i n i s t r a t i o n s  and d i v e r t e d  t o  th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  Edu­
c a t i o n  h e a d e d  by th e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  These a c t i o n s  
were c a l l e d  f o r  i n  a  " S ta te m e n t  o f  A c t io n "  by th e  S t a t e  
B oard  o f  M anagers o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n ,  i n  w hich  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  " r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s c h o o l  
im provem ent r e s t s  w i th  th e  e d u c a to r s "  was o u t l i n e d .  Mem­
b e r  s u p p o r t  was r e q u e s t e d  f o r  th e  f o l lo w in g :  (1) r e s t o r a ­
t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n  to  ap­
p rove  t h e  b u d g e t  o f  the- S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  and 
to  a p p ro v e  a l l  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  Educa­
t i o n  on t h e  recom m enda tions  o f  th e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  
E d u c a t io n ;  ( 2 )  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  fu n d s  to  t h e  S t a t e  B o a rd
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o f  E d u c a t io n  t o  pay t h e  c o s t  o f  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  r e s e a r c h  
s t a f f ,  t h u s  e n a b l in g  th e  h o a rd  to  d i s c h a r g e  i t s  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  to  t h e  ta x p a y e r ,  and  ( 3 ) t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n  be a p p o in te d  r a t h e r  th a n  
e l e c t e d ,  m aking h i s  f u n c t i o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and n o t  p o l i t i ­
c a l  l e a d e r s h i p .
T h is  s ta te m e n t  o f  a c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  c o n t ro v e r s y  
and f e u d in g  among th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  l e a d e r s  
i n  t h e  s t a t e .  One g ro u p  l e d  by Mrs. A l ic e  S t r i n g e r ,  a  p a s t  
p r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s s e d  v i g o r o u s l y  i n  a cam paign to  have th e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c t  th e  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  b i l l  and  
th e r e b y  o u s t  t h e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  Shelby  Ja c k s o n .
The o t h e r  g roup  was h e a d e d  by M rs. W a lth e r ,  who 
s a i d :  "The 'p e r e n n i a l  f e u d '  o v e r  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a p p o i n t iv e
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o ls  i n  L o u is ia n a  h a s  been  a l lo w e d  to  
e c l i p s e  f a r  more p r e s s i n g  p rob lem s i n  th e  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p ro g ra m ."  She s t r e s s e d  t h a t  she  d id  n o t  t h i n k  th e  P a r e n t -  
T each er  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  o r  th e  B oard  o f  M anagers 
sh o u ld  c a r r y  on a r u n n in g  f e u d  w i th  S u p e r in te n d e n t  J a c k so n  
o r  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c i a l s . S h e  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  
t h a t  b e c a u s e  h e r  o f f i c e  h a d  b ee n  b y p a s se d  on m ajo r  i s s u e s ,  
she  was s u b m i t t in g  h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n  as  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Mrs. W a lth e r
‘̂ L o u i s i a n a  P a re n t- iC e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
th e  M e e tin g  o f  t he B oard  o f  M anagers , A le x a n d r ia ,
J a n u a ry  10 , 1957*
^ ^ Lake C h a r le s  A m erican P r e s s , J a n u a ry  27, 1957 ,
p . 1 .
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s a i d  she  p r e f e r r e d  t o  s t a y  o u t  o f  th e  s q u a b b le  be tw een  
Mrs. S t r i n g e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  Board o f  M anagers 
and S t a t e  School S u p e r in te n d e n t  J a c k so n ,  and t h a t  h e r  de­
c i s i o n  t o  r e s i g n  d id  n o t  mean sh e  was t a k i n g  s i d e s  in  t h e  
205d i s p u t e .  In  h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n  m essage , s e n t  t o  Mrs. J .  E.
Hampson, s t a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  and t o  th e  B o a rd  o f  M anagers,
Mrs. W a l th e r  s a id :
The o f f i c e  o f  p r e s i d e n t  o f t h e  g r e a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i s  one o f  t rem en d o u s  im p o r ta n ce  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
one which I  a c c e p te d  w i t h  co m p le te  h u m i l i t y  and 
d e d i c a t i o n .  However, r e c e n t  e v e n t s  have c o n v in c e d  
me t h a t  I  do n o t  en jo y  th e  t r u s t  and  c o n f id e n c e  o f  
a  s u f f i c i e n t  m a j o r i t y  on th e  B o a rd  o f  M anagers to  
e n a b le  me t o  p r o p e r l y  c a r r y  ou t t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  t h e  o f f i c e .
T h e re fo re ,  I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t  my r e s i g n a t i o n  
a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n ,  e f f e c t i v e  a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  th e  c o n v e n t io n ,  
May 4, 1 9 5 7 .206
The new spapers  i n  th e  s t a t e  s e i z e d  upon M rs.
W a l t h e r ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  and gave much p u b l i c i t y  t o  t h e  en­
t i r e  m a t t e r .  An a r t i c l e  from  th e  Lake C h a r le s  American 
P re s s  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  many w hich  a p p e a re d  in  n ew sp ap ers  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  s t a t e .  T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i c l e  r e a d  as 
f o l lo w s :
RIFT IN STATE PTA RANKS IS  OUT IN OPEN
A s t a t e - w i d e  r i f t  i n  th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A ss o c ia ­
t i o n  was b ro u g h t  o u t  i n t o  th e  o p en  to d ay  w i th  th e  
L ake C h a r le s  A rea  PTA C o u n c il  recom m ending a  r e s o l u ­
t i o n  a s k in g  f o r  th e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  Mrs. A l ic e
205I b i d .
2<̂ L e t t e r  from  Mrs. George B. W a l th e r ,  J r . ,  t o  Mrs 
J .  E. Hampson, J a n u a ry  23» 1957-
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S t r i n g e r ,  B aton  Rouge, member o f  th e  S t a t e  P a r e n t -  
T ea c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  Board, who i s  a l s o  S t a t e  Educa­
t i o n  Chairm an.
The a c t i o n  h e r e  l a s t  n i g h t  f o l lo w e d  announcem ent 
t h a t  Mrs. George W a l th e r ,  Lake C h a r l e s ,  s t a t e  p r e s i ­
d e n t ,  and one o th e r  s t a t e  o f f i c e r ,  have  r e s i g n e d  as  
a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  h o a r d ' s  f i g h t ,  l e d  by Mrs. S t r i n g e r ,  
t o  a p p o in t  th e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S c h o o ls ,  
r a t h e r  th a n  e l e c t i o n  by p o p u la r  v o t e  o f  th e  p e o p le .  
S h e lb y  M. J a c k so n  h o ld s  t h a t  o f f i c e  and Mrs.
S t r i n g e r  r a n  a g a i n s t  Ja c k so n  f o r  t h e  job  i n  l a s t  
y e a r ' s  D em ocra tic  p r im a ry  e l e c t i o n .
A r e s o l u t i o n  from  one u n i t  o f  t h e  C o u n c il  a s k e d  
f o r  th e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  b o a rd  members who do 
n o t  have c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  th e  s c h o o l s ,  and  who 
a r e  n o t  i n  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s  t h a t  e n t i t l e s  them 
t o  m em bersh ip . A n o th e r  recommended t h a t  Mrs. 
S t r i n g e r ,  who h a s  o p en ly  opposed  S u p t .  J a c k s o n ,  r e ­
s i g n  from  t h e  s t a t e  b o a rd .
A f o u r t h  r e s o l u t i o n  was i n  s u p p o r t  o f  M rs. 
W a l th e r ,  t h e  s t a t e  PTA p r e s i d e n t .
Mrs. W a lth e r  t e n d e r e d  h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  p r e s i ­
d e n t  to  be e f f e c t i v e  a t  th e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n  i n  May. 
M rs. Max Packman, s t a t e  program  c h a irm an , h a s  r e ­
s ig n e d  h e r  o f f i c e ,  e f f e c t i v e  im m e d ia te ly .207
O th e r  l o c a l  u n i t s  an d  a r e a  c o u n c i l s  to o k  a c t i o n s
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  Lake C h a r le s  C o u n c i l .  The B a ton
Rouge M orning A dvocate  o f  F eb ru a ry  5, 1957, r e p o r t e d  t h a t
t h e  T an g ip ah o a  C o u n c il  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a d  gone on
r e c o r d  a s  o p p o s in g  M rs. S t r i n g e r ' s  cam paign f o r  t h e  a p -
p o i n t i v e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  s y s te m .  The E u n ice  P a r e n t -
T eacher  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h r e a t e n e d  to  b r e a k  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th
t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c ia t i o n  i f  M rs. S t r i n g e r  f a i l e d  to  r e s i g n ;
2<̂ Lake C h a r le s  A m erican  P r e s s , J a n u a ry  25, 1957 ,
p .  1 .
20 ̂ M orning A dvocate  (B a ton  R ouge), F eb ru a ry  5, 
1957, p . 6-5"!
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t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  was made c l e a r  i n  an a r t i c l e  w hich  a p p e a re d  
i n  t h e  O p e lo u sas  D a i ly  World o f  J a n u a ry  30, 1957 . I t  r e a d s
The E un ice  H igh S ch o o l P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s  A sso c ia ­
t i o n  Tuesday t h r e a t e n e d  to  b r e a k  i t s  a f f i l i a t i o n  
w i th  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and s t a t e  g ro u p s  u n l e s s  Mrs. J .  H. 
S t r i n g e r  o f  B a ton  Rouge i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e s i g n  h e r  
p o s i t i o n  w ith  t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
I t  was p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  M rs. S t r i n g e r ,  i n  h e r  
f e u d  w i th  s t a t e  s c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  S h e lb y  M. 
J a c k s o n ,  h a s  l o s t  t r a c k  o f  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  PTA 
g ro u p s ,  " to  p rom ote  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  and 
y o u t h . "
The E un ice  g ro u p  a l s o  b ro u g h t  o u t t h a t  i n  a  r e ­
c e n t  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  M anagers i n  A le x a n d r ia ,  
M rs. S t r i n g e r  s p e a rh e a d e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  a  " p o l i t i ­
c a l  n a t u r e ” d i r e c t e d  a t  th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  
w hich  p rom pted  t h e  s t a t e  PTA p r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs. G. B. 
W a lth e r  o f  Lake C h a r le s  and  th e  s t a t e  program  c h a i r ­
man, M rs. Max Packham o f  Lake C h a r l e s ,  t o  subm it 
t h e i r  r e s i g n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n . 209
I n  A le x a n d r ia  on F e b ru a ry  9 ,  1957 , th e  S t a t e  B oard
o f  M anagers a t t e m p te d  to  r e s o l v e  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y .  The
b o a rd  a s k e d  M rs. George W a lth e r  to  r e s c i n d  h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n
and v o te d  to  r e a f f i r m  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i v e  agenda c o n c e rn e d
210w ith  th e  a p p o i n t iv e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  F o llo w in g  th e  
m e e t in g  Mrs. A. W. Cockerham o f  S h re v e p o r t ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d :
The b o a rd  o f  m anagers  f e l t  t h a t  i t s  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  to  t h e  m em bersh ip  was t o  c l o s e  r a n k s  so t h a t  
i t  m ig h t  c o n t in u e  to  be a  f o r c e  i n  e d u c a t io n  i n  th e  
s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  b o a r d  a s k e d  th e  
p r e s i d e n t  to  r e c o n s i d e r  h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  and sh e
‘̂ O p e lo u sas  D a i ly  W o rld , J a n u a r y  30, 1957 , p .  23- 
21 0L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
the M eeting o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers, A lex a n d ria ,
February 97 1957 .
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a c c e p te d .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  v o te  o f  c o n f id e n c e  
f o r  M rs. W a l th e r ,  th e  h o a rd  ap p ro v ed  a  recommenda­
t i o n  t h a t  t h e  members r e a f f i r m  c o n f id e n c e  i n  th e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and i n t e g r i t y  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  
b o a rd  members. The b o a rd  a l s o  r e a f f i r m e d  i t s  r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p l a t f o r m  o f  th e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  p la n k  
s u p p o r t in g  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  a p p o in tm e n t o f  th e  s t a t e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  w hich  t h e  o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n  h a s  o f f i c i a l l y  so u g h t  s i n c e  1921 .211
The l a t t e r  move was s e e n  a s  a c o n c i l i a t o r y  m easure  a im ed
a t  M rs. S t r i n g e r ,  who h a d  been  a l e a d e r  o f  t h e  " a n t i -
212Ja c k so n "  f a c t i o n .
The an n u a l  c o n v e n t io n ,  s c h e d u le d  f o r  May, 1957 , was 
g iv e n  much a t t e n t i o n  by t h e  s t a t e ' s  news m e d ia .  The May 2, 
1957, e d i t i o n  o f  th e  S h re v e p o r t  Times r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  
t e a c h e r s '  pay r a i s e  and th e  s im m ering  fe u d  be tw een  ed u ca­
t i o n  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  S h e lb y  Ja ck so n  and  t h e  S t a t e  B o a rd  o f
M anagers o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  w ere  e x p e c te d
21}to  h i g h l i g h t  th e  c o n v e n t io n .  J
D e s p i te  such  p r e d i c t i o n s ,  harmony p r e v a i l e d  a t  th e  
c o n v e n t io n ;  M rs. W a lth e r  r e t a i n e d  h e r  o f f i c e ,  Mrs. S t r i n g e r  
re m a in e d  on th e  b o a rd ,  and  th e  g ro u p  s e t t l e d  down t o  th e  
t a s k s  b e f o r e  i t .  Among th e  i te m s  o f  b u s in e s s  a c t e d  upon 
by th e  d e l e g a t e s  was t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  s e v e r a l  im p o r ta n t  
r e s o l u t i o n s ,  a s  f o l lo w s s  ( l )  t h a t  a  perm anen t s o u rc e  o f
21^ Times P ic a y u n e  (New O r l e a n s ) ,  F e b ru a ry  1 0 , 1957,
p .  1 6 .
212I b i d .
2^ S hreveport T im es, May 2, 1957, P» 2-A.
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re v e n u e  lie fou n d  to  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  1956 l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  
minimum s a l a r y  s c h e d u le  f o r  t e a c h e r s ;  (2) t h a t  th e  age 
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  f i r s t  g ra d e  e n t r a n c e  be s i x  y e a r s  p r i o r  to  
sc h o o l e n r o l lm e n t ;  (3 )  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n  
ad o p t a p p r o p r i a t e  m easu res  t o  p ro v id e  th e  n e e d e d  ap p ro v ed  
te x tb o o k s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  a l c o h o l  and n a r c o t i c s  e d u c a t io n ;
(4 )  t h a t  a l l  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  n o t  
p r e s e n t l y  h a v in g  law s g o v e rn in g  s a l e  and u se  o f  f i r e w o r k s  
s t a r t  w o rk in g  w i th  t h e  p a r i s h  p o l i c e  j u r i e s  i n  an a t t e m p t  
to  have f i r e w o r k s  banned , and (5 )  t h a t  a s tu d y  g roup  o f  
l a y  c i t i z e n s  and  s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l  be  s e t  up t o  recommend 
d e s i r a b l e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  
e d u c a t io n  f o r  s u b m is s io n  to  t h e  1958 c o n v e n t io n  f o r  con­
s i d e r a t i o n .  Among o th e r  r e s o l u t i o n s  r e a f f i r m i n g  a p p ro v a l  
o f  p o l i c i e s  a l r e a d y  a d o p te d  was a recom m endation  by th e  
E x e c u t iv e  Committee o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a re n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  sy s tem , b e c a u se  
o f  so many p ro  and con r e s o l u t i o n s ,  be p la c e d  on th e  i n ­
a c t i v e  l i s t  f o r  two y e a r s  f o r  r e v ie w  and f u r t h e r  s tu d y ,
214th e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  th e  1959 c o n v e n tio n  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
The c o n v e n t io n  v o te d  t o  t a b l e  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o l u t i o n :
"Be i t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia -  
t i o n  p le d g e s  to  c o n t in u e  i t s  c o o p e r a t io n  w i th  s c h o o l  o f f i ­
c i a l s  i n  ea c h  community t o  s tu d y  and p u rsu e  e f f e c t i v e
^ ^ L o u is ia n a  P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
the 1957 C onvention , Lake C h arles , May, 1957*
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means i n  w orking tow ard  r e t e n t i o n  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  in  th e
215p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  o f  L o u i s i a n a . "  J
A lthough  t h e  1957 c o n v e n tio n  recommended t h a t  t h e  
program  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  t h e  a p p o in t iv e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  s y s ­
tem be p la c e d  i n  i n a c t i v e  s t a t u s ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  d id  n o t  
g iv e  up  e n t i r e l y  i t s  e f f o r t s  in  t h i s  m a t t e r .  P la n s  were 
d ev e lo p ed  to  k ee p  th e  i s s u e  b e fo re  t h e  p u b l ic  u n t i l  1959 
when i t  was hoped  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  f i n a l l y  would b e  p a s s e d .
In  k e e p in g  w ith  t h i s  p la n  t h e  board  a p p o in te d  M rs. S t r i n g e r  
to  h ea d  a com m ittee  which was to  make a  com prehensive  s tu d y  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in  L o u i s i a n a .  The r e s u l t  was 
a s e v e n ty -p a g e  b o o k le t  e n t i t l e d  The S e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  
S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n . The r e p o r t  was i n  f i v e  p a r t s :  
"The L e g a l  P a t t e r n  f o r  S c h o o l  A d m in is t r a t io n  i n  L o u is ia n a ,  " 
" S ta te  E x p e n d i tu re s  f o r  E d u c a t io n ,  " " P e r t a i n i n g  to  th e  Se­
l e c t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ,"  "R anking  
o f  S t a t e s  in  E d u c a t io n ,"  a n d  "Surveys on P u b l i c  E d u c a t io n  
in  L o u i s i a n a . "  I n  th e  s e c t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  i n  o th e r  s t a t e s ,  th e  r e p o r t  r e ­
v e a le d  t h a t  tw e n t y - f iv e  s t a t e s  were a t  th e  t im e  e l e c t i n g  
t h e i r  c h i e f  s t a t e  sch o o l o f f i c e r  and  t h a t  s e v e n te e n  o f  t h e
t w e n t y - f iv e  r e p o r t e d  a t r e n d  toward a  change from  th e
216e l e c t i v e  to  th e  a p p o i n t iv e  method o f  s e l e c t i o n .
215I b i d .
21^The S e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  Edu­
c a t i o n :  A Documentary R e p o r t  ( B aton Aouge: L o u is ia n a
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1957), p .  13*
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The 1958 c o n v e n t io n  made no m en tio n  o f  t h e  a p p o in t ­
iv e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  p la n ,  h u t  by s e c r e t  " b a l lo t ,  th e  d e l e ­
g a t e s  a t  th e  1959 c o n v e n t io n  v o te d  431 t o  210 i n  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  m e a su re .  The r e s o l u t i o n  as  a d o p te d  r e a d :
We c o n t in u e  t o  he c o n c e rn e d  t h a t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n  i s  d e t e r ­
m ined hy a  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l  cam paign r e q u i r i n g  no 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o th e r  th a n  r e s i d e n c e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .
We p ro p o se  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment a b o l i s h i n g  
th e  o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  educa­
t i o n  e f f e c t i v e  a t  th e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
t e r m . 217
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  th e  c o n v e n t io n  recommended 
s e v e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w hich  i t  f e l t  th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in ­
t e n d e n t  s h o u ld  p o s s e s s .  Among th e s e  w ere t h a t  he he a 
c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  betw een  t h e  a g e s  o f  35 and  
65 > w i th  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g re e  and  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  t e a c h i n g  a s  
w e l l  a s  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a f f a i r s .  In  a d d i t i o n  i t  was 
s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  he he o f  h ig h  m ora l c h a r a c t e r ,  a member o f  
th e  w h i te  r a c e ,  h a v in g  no a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  Communist 
p a r t y  o r  any b u s in e s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a v in g  d e a l in g s  w i th
218th e  s c h o o ls  t h a t  would c o n s t i t u t e  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t .
S e v e r a l  s t a t e  n e w sp a p e rs ,  among them t h e  Monroe 
Morning^ W orld and th e  S h re v e p o r t  T im es, s u p p o r te d  th e  
a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  program  c a l l i n g  f o r  an  a p p o i n t i v e  s u p e r in ­
t e n d e n t .  E x c e rp ts  from  one e d i t o r i a l  r e a d :
‘̂ L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1959 C onvention , New O rlean s, A p r il , 1959 .
2l 8 I b id .
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. . . The a p p o i n t i v e  sy s tem  i s  r e c o g n iz e d  by an 
overw helm ing  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  c h i e f  e d u c a t i o n a l  o f f i ­
c e r s  o f  th e  s t a t e s  and  o f  th e  e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r s  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  e d u c a t io n ,  o r  t e a c h e r ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a s  
s u p e r i o r  to  th e  e l e c t i v e  sy s tem  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  
c h i e f  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  I t  i s  q u i t e  t r u e ,  a s  
o p p o s i t i o n  to  i t  p o in t e d  o u t a t  t h e  New O rle a n s  
c o n v e n t io n ,  t h a t  th e  a p p o i n t iv e  sy s tem  w ould n o t  
g u a r a n te e  rem ova l o f  s t a t e - l e v e l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  from  p o l i t i c s .  B ut i t  
w ould  remove i t  a b o u t as  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l y  can be 
done from  p o l i t i c s  and  i t  w ould  p r o v id e  a  s o l u t i o n  
a lw ays  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i f  some a p p o in te d  S u p e r in ­
t e n d e n t  d id  t u r n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  i n t o  
a  s e l f - p r o m o t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  e m p ire .
. . . Under t h e  L o u is ia n a  sy s tem , s t a t e  s u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t s  o f  e d u c a t j o n  u s u a l l y  go i n t o  o f f i c e  o r i g i ­
n a l l y  o n ly  on th e  c o a t t a i l s  o f  a s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d i ­
d a te  f o r  G overnor and th ro u g h  a  p o l i t i c a l  cam paign 
i n  w hich  th e  ey es  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  a r e  c e n t e r e d  on 
t h e  G o v e rn o r 's  r a c e  f a x  beyond any o t h e r  r a c e .
Once i n  o f f i c e ,  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n ts  to o  o f t e n  
have  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e m s e lv e s  a s  v i r t u a l  p o l i t i c a l  
d i c t a t o r s  r a t h e r  th a n  e d u c a t io n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .
The PTA a l s o  c e r t a i n l y  i s  r i g h t  i n  demanding 
t h a t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  p o s t  o f  
S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  be e s t a b l i s h e d .
At p r e s e n t  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t s  n eed  be no more 
t h a n  c i t i z e n s  o f  L o u i s i a n a — u n e d u c a te d ,  u n t r a i n e d ,  
u n q u a l i f i e d  i n  a l l  o t h e r  w a y s .219
D e s p i te  a l l  i t s  e f f o r t s  th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  a g a in  was u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  program  e n a c te d .
A n o th e r  i s s u e  o f  m a jo r  co n c ern  d u r in g  M rs. W a lth e r* s  
te rm  was s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  The Supreme C o u r t  
d e c i s i o n  o f  1954 d e c l a r e d  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  " s e p a r a t e  b u t  
e q u a l  f a c i l i t i e s "  f o r  Negro c h i l d r e n  t o  be u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
and t h r e a t e n e d  to  u nderm ine  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r  o f  p u b l i c
^ ^ Shrevep ort T im es, A p r il 2 9 , 1959 t p» 6-A .
166
OOCte d u c a t io n  i n  th e  s t a t e .
Thus, th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t  a t  t h e  1958 c o n v e n t io n  
h e l d  i n  B a ton  Rouge was th e  a d o p t io n  o f  a r e s o l u t i o n  i n  
w hich th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  p le d g e d  to  c o n t in u e  
i t s  c o o p e r a t io n  w i th  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  i n  each  community to
s tu d y  and  p u rsu e  e f f e c t i v e  means i n  w o rk in g  to w ard  r e t e n -
221t i o n  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  The a s s o c i a t i o n  
was h a i l e d  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  from  many s o u r c e s .  The New Or­
l e a n s  C i t i z e n ' s  C o u n c il  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
s a i d :  "The r e c e n t  a c t i o n  o f  th e  PTA c o n c e rn in g  s e g re g a ­
t i o n  i s  a  d e f i n i t e ,  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  show ing th e  f i r m  d e t e r ­
m in a t io n  o f  t h e  p eo p le  o f  L o u is ia n a  t o  r e l e n t l e s s l y  oppose 
and r e s i s t  th e  a t te m p t  t o  f o r c e  upon o u r  c i t i z e n s  and  c h i l ­
d ren  a  b r a z e n ,  i l l e g a l ,  u n j u s t ,  and o u t r a g e o u s  a c t  o f  th e
022Supreme C o u r t  o f  t h e  U .S ."
I n  an e d i t o r i a l  t h e  S h re v e p o r t  J o u r n a l  e x p re s s e d  
th e  v iew  t h a t  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  h ad  
s e t  an exam ple which s h o u ld  be fo l lo w e d  im m e d ia te ly  by 
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  ev e ry  o t h e r  
s t a t e  i n  t h e  s o u th .  The a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e
^ ^ N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e rs ,  P ro ­
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  S i x t y - P i r s t  Annual M ee tin g  (C h ic ag o ,
I93777 P”  ITT  --------------------------
221L o u is i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M inu tes  o f  
t h e  1958 C o n v e n tio n , B a to n  Rouge, A p r i l ,  1958 .
222L e t t e r  from  D r. Emmett I r w in ,  Chairm an o f  t h e  New 
O r le a n s  C i t i z e n ' s  C o u n c il ,  t o  t h e  S t a t e  B o ard  o f  M anagers, 
L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  A p r i l  28, 1958 .
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e d i t o r i a l ,  h ad  "co v ered  i t s e l f  w i th  g lo r y "  by s p e a k in g  o u t
a g a i n s t  th e  r a c i a l - i n t e g r a t i o n  d e c re e  and  h a d  " p ro v id e d
a n o th e r  g i a n t  s t r i d e  i n  t h e  inarch o f  p u b l i c  o p in io n  a g a i n s t
a s o c i a l i s t - i n s p i r e d  j u d i c i a l  d e c i s io n  w h ich  i s  doomed f o r
22^n a t i o n a l  r e p u d i a t i o n . "  J S im i la r  e d i t o r i a l s  were pub­
l i s h e d  in  o t h e r  s t a t e  n e w sp a p e rs .
The a c t i o n  a l s o  met o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  com ing 
from  a  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  I n  r e g a r d  t o  th e  
c i v i l  r i g h t s  i s s u e ,  Mrs. P a u l  B la n c h a rd  o f  New O rlean s  
w ro te  th e  f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r  to  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  members:
I t  may be s a i d ,  I  t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  comes 
to  you  from  one who knows a l l  a b o u t  you— b o th  compe­
t e n t ,  s u c c e s s f u l  v e n t u r e s  o f  th e  p a s t  t h i r t y - f i v e  
y e a r s  when we were a l l  t h i n k i n g  t o g e t h e r  c o n s t r u c ­
t i v e l y ,  and th e  unhappy f a i l u r e s  o f  th o s e  y e a r s  when 
somehow th e  common p u rp o se s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  our o b j e c t s  
l o s t  m eaning f o r  u s .  T h is  l e t t e r  comes from one o f  
y o u r  P o u n d ers , y o u r  S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t ,  y o u r  B u l l e t i n  
e d i t o r  f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  and  a  member o f  your b o a r d  
who s e rv e d  i n  n e a r l y  e v e ry  c h a i rm a n s h ip  o f  t h i s  body.
We have f a c e d  c r i s e s  i n  many c o n v e n t io n s  when 
much s o u l - s e a r c h i n g  was i m p l i c i t  i n  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  
and when co u rag e  was th e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  day- We f a c e  
su ch  a  c r i s i s  i n  t h i s  c o n v e n t io n  i n  t h e  E e s o l u t i o n  
p r o p o s in g  t h a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  go on r e c o r d  a s  s u p p o r t in g  s e g r e g a t i o n  in  t h e  
s c h o o ls  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .
Some o f  us  a r e  s e g r e g a t i o n i s t s  and  f i n d  our 
p l a c e s  i n  th e  C i t i z e n s  C o u n c i ls  s e t  up to  oppose 
th e  d u ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Supreme 
C ourt i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  O th e rs  o f  u s  a r e  I n t e g r a -  
t i o n i s t s  and a r e  n o t  t o  be d i v e r t e d  by a l l  th e  
p ro p ag an d a  a g a i n s t  i n t e g r a t i o n .  B u t w he the r  y o u  
a r e  i n  one camp o r  th e  o th e r  o r  among th o s e  who 
hope t o  keep  t h e i r  m inds open and  a t  l e a s t  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  n e u t r a l ,  one t h i n g ,  i t  seems to  me, you  
m ust a g re e  on and t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e  L o u is ia n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  ca n n o t s e t  t h e  c h i l d r e n
‘̂ Shreveport J o u rn a l, A p r il 28, 1 9 5 8 , p . 2-B .
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o r  th e  s t a t e  th e  unhappy exam ple o f  f l a g r a n t  v i o l a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  law s o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  You canno t 
a g a i n s t  a l l  m ora l judgm ent, sa y  to  t h e  young t h a t  
you  s u p p o r t  and p rom ote  th e  an a rc h y  in v o lv e d  i n  de­
f i a n c e  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  law s o f  our c o u n t ry .
I  heg  you n o t  t o  s e t  up such  an unhappy exam ple 
t o  th e  young , and  su ch  p ro fo u n d  in  j u s t i c e  to  o u r ­
s e l v e s  a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s . 224
The d e l e g a t io n  fro m  Sum m erfie ld  was th e  most o u t ­
spoken a t  th e  c o n v e n t io n .  Mr. T. B. M ck e ith e n , v i c e -  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h a t  u n i t ,  i s s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  r e p ly  to  
Mrs. B la n c h a rd ,  whose v ie w s  were made p u b l i c  in  s e v e r a l  
n e w sp a p e rs .  Mr. M cK eithen s a id :
Mrs. B la n c h a rd  d e g ra d e d  ou r  a n c e s t o r s  by c a l l i n g  
on us to  o v e r th ro w  a l l  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g s  and a c c e p t  
su c h  s o c i a l  e x p e r im e n ts  a s  t h e  NAACP and i t s  com­
m u n is t  c o h o r t s .  . . .  I t  i s  h a rd  t o  im agine p a r e n t s  
who would s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  on th e  a l t a r  o f  
i n t e g r a t i o n  . . . t h e  overw helm ing m a j o r i t y  o f  
p e o p le  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  b o th  w h i te  and  c o lo r e d ,  w ant 
s e g r e g a t e d  s c h o o l s .  Mrs. B la n c h a rd  h a s  o v e r s te p p e d  
h e r  bounds as  an a r d e n t  i n t e g r a t i o n i s t . 2 2 5
The s e g r e g a t i o n  f o r c e s  w ere  a b le  to  s u s t a i n  th e  o p p o s i t i o n  
and a d o p te d  th e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  r e s o l u t i o n .
The d i v e r s e  p ro b lem s  o f  r e c e n t  y e a r s  awakened th e  
S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  M anagers t o  th e  n e e d  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  by 
c i t i z e n s  o f  v a r i e d  f i e l d s  o f  en d eav o r  i n  o r d e r  to  work o u t  
th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  w ere  ham pering  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  ed u ca ­
t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  At i t s  O c tober  19, 1958 , m e e t in g ,  th e
L e t t e r  from M rs. P au l B la n c h a rd  t o  th e  S t a t e  
Board o f  M anagers, L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
A p r i l  1 8 ,  1958 .
2^ Lake C harles American P r e s s , A p r il 24, 1958 ,
p. 1 .
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S t a t e  B oard  o f  M anagers v o te d  to  sp o n so r  a  c o n fe re n c e  of 
key  p e r s o n s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  b u s in e s s ,  
i n d u s t r y ,  and th e  v a r i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  t o  m eet w i th  educa­
t o r s  and  p a r e n t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  th e  prob lem s o f  e d u c a t io n  in
oofth e  s t a t e  and s u g g e s t  m ethods f o r  s o lv i n g  them . The
c o n f e r e n c e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Summit E d u c a t io n  C o n fe re n c e ,  met 
i n  B aton Rouge November 1 7 -1 8 ,  1958 . P a r t i c i p a t i o n  was by 
i n v i t a t i o n  o n ly ,  and  more th a n  two h u n d red  l e a d e r s  i n  th e  
s t a t e  J o in e d  t o g e t h e r  in  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  m e e t in g ,  one o f  
th e  m ost o u t s t a n d in g  e v e n ts  o f  Mrs. W a l t h e r 's  a d m in i s t r a ­
t i o n .  Members o f  t h e  s t e e r i n g ,  com m ittee  f o r  th e  c o n f e r ­
ence w ere Dr. L. 1 .  PUlmer, B aton  Rouge; M rs. lo n e  H i l l ,  
Monroe; M rs. L i z z i e  R e i s e r ,  R u s to n , and M rs. James Y e a r-  
g in ,  S p r i n g h i l l ,  a l l  from  t h e  L o u is ia n a  T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c ia ­
t i o n .  D r. H. B. H e w it t ,  Lake C h a r le s ;  M urton S e a l ,  Boga- 
l u s a ;  M rs. Horace W ilk in so n ,  P o r t  A l le n ,  and  Henry T a l i a ­
f e r r o ,  J o n e s v i l l e ,  were members from  th e  L o u is ia n a  School 
B oards A s s o c i a t i o n .  Prom t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  As­
s o c i a t i o n  were Mrs. W. S. V in c e n t ,  Monroe; Mrs. A. W. 
Cockerham, J r . ,  S h re v e p o r t ;  W a lte r  P h i l l i p s ,  Lake C h a r le s ,  
and M rs. W a l th e r .  O th e r  members o f  th e  com m ittee  were 
V ic to r  B u s s i e ,  S h re v e p o r t ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  APL-CIO; Sam 
Dunbar, m anager o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  M a n u fa c tu re r s  A s s o c ia t i o n ,
22^ L ou isiana P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers, A lexan d ria ,
October 19? 1958.
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and A l f r e d  R o b e r t s ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  
E d u c a t io n .  The p a r t i c i p a n t s  form ed sev en  d i s c u s s i o n  g ro u p s  
to  a n a ly z e  f o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  t o p i c s ,  " E d u c a t io n  f o r  t h e  Age 
o f  A u to m a t io n ,"  " P h y s ic a l  P l a n t s ,  Equipm ent and  M a t e r i a l s , "  
" P u p i l - T e a c h e r - P a r e n t  R e l a t i o n s h i p s , "  and "A dequate Sup­
p o r t  f o r  E d u c a t io n ."  A p a n e l  composed o f  g ro u p  l e a d e r s  
v o ic e d  th e  consensus o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  g ro u p s  a t  th e  
f i n a l  s e s s i o n  on T uesday , November 18 , 1958 . Among th e  
recom m enda tions  were t h e  f o l lo w in g :  ( l )  t h a t  more l o c a l
s u p p o r t  f o r  e d u c a t io n  i s  n eed ed ; (2 )  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  n ee d s  
to  e x e r c i s e  more r i g i d  economy; ( 3 ) t h a t  l e s s  em phasis  be 
p u t  on i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  in  our p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  i n s t r u c t i o n  and more on h a r d  c o re  t r a i n i n g ;  and
( 4 ) t h a t  t h e r e  be a  b e t t e r  g ro u p in g  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  o r d e r
227to  p l a c e  them  where th e y  w ould do t h e i r  b e s t  work. 1 
I n  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  and  i t s  work M rs. 
W a lth e r  s a i d :
L e a d e rs  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  l a b o r  and c i v i c  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m ust m eet w i th  e d u c a to r s  a t  e v e ry  
l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n  to  se e k  means o f  s e c u r in g  ad e ­
q u a te  s o u rc e s  o f  re v e n u e  f o r  our s c h o o l s .  D e le ­
g a t e s  a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e r e  m ust be a  r e - e v a l u a t i o n  
o f  o u r  sc h o o l  p rogram  and  c u r r ic u lu m  i f  th e y  a r e  t o  
m eet t h e  p r e s s i n g  n e e d s  o f  th e  h o u r  and a r e  to  s e ­
c u re  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  from  th e  c o m m u n i t y . 228
A lth o u g h  Mrs. W a l t h e r ' s  t h r e e - y e a r  te rm  was b e s e t
22^ S ta te -T im e s  (B a to n  R ouge), November 19 , 1958,
p. 5-D ,
2 2 8 I b id .
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by d i f f i c u l t  and a t  t im e s  se em in g ly  im p o s s ib le  m a t t e r s ,  
t h e  members o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  worked t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  
common good. T h is  s u c c e s s f u l  s t r i v i n g  f o r  u n i t y  among th e  
members and t h e  f i r s t  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  Summit 
C o n fe ren ce  on E d u c a t io n  c o n d u c te d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  were two 
o u t s t a n d i n g  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
M rs. W il l ia m  B. M yrick . 1959-1962
Mrs. W ill iam  B. M yrick  su c c e e d e d  to  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  
a t  th e  1959 c o n v e n t io n  h e l d  i n  New O r l e a n s .  A g r a d u a te  o f  
E v e rg re e n  H igh School i n  W ebste r  P a r i s h ,  she  a t t e n d e d  
N o r th w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o l le g e  a t  N a tc h i to c h e s  b e f o r e  a t t e n d ­
in g  th e  H o te l  L ieu  Schoo l o f  N u rs in g  i n  New O rle a n s  from  
w hich  she  was g r a d u a t e d .  M rs. M yrick  l a t e r  a t t e n d e d  and 
r e c e i v e d  a d e g re e  i n  P u b l i c  H e a l th  from  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
M ich ig an .
P r i o r  t o  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i th  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  
M rs. M yrick h a d  s e r v e d  as  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  Southdowns 
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  B a ton  Eouge and  a s  p r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  t h e  E a s t  B a ton  Rouge P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  
C o u n c i l .  She f i r s t  s e r v e d  on th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  M anagers 
d u r in g  M rs. G o f f ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  At t h a t  t im e  she  h e l d  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  H e a l th  C ha irm an. D u rin g  M rs. S t r i n g e r ' s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Mrs. M yrick  s e r v e d  a s  f o u r t h  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  
and was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n c y  a t  t h e  1956
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22bc o n v e n t io n .  J
The f i r s t  c o n v e n t io n  a t  w hich Mrs. M yrick  p r e s i d e d  
was t h a t  o f  I9 6 0 .  The c o n v e n t io n  h ad  as  i t s  theme "The 
C h a l le n g e  o f  C hange."  Dr. J .  C. M o f f i t t ,  Second V ic e -  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s ,  
d e l i v e r e d  t h e  main a d d r e s s  w hich  was in  k e e p in g  w i th  t h e  
them e. A h i g h l i g h t  o f  th e  c o n v e n t io n  was t h e  aw ard ing  o f  
th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  a 
s e n i o r  i n  a  L o u is ia n a  p u b l i c  h ig h  s c h o o l .
M iss L y n e t te  G o o d rich , a  G - i l l i s  High School s e n i o r ,  
G i l l i s ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  was t h e  f i r s t  r e c i p i e n t  o f  th e  P a r e n t -  
T each er  A s s o c i a t i o n  s c h o l a r s h i p .  The aw ard, a  f o u r - y e a r  
s c h o l a r s h i p  i n  t h e  amount o f  $800, i s  g iv e n  t o  a L o u is ia n a  
h ig h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  academ ic  r e c o r d ,  
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  n ee d , and i n t e r e s t  i n  t e a c h i n g .  
Renewal o f  th e  s c h o l a r s h i p  to  th e  same p e r s o n  th e  f o l lo w ­
in g  y e a r  i s  c o n t in g e n t  upon s c h o l a s t i c  r e c o r d  and c o n t i n -
2^0ued  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n .
The r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p te d  by th e  c o n v e n t io n ,  e x c e p t  
f o r  one w h ich  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  a  
b i l l  p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  s a l e  o f  f i r e w o r k s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  were 
a l l  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  some p h ase  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p rog ram .
‘̂ B i o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a  s h e e t  o f  Mrs. W il l ia m  B. My­
r i c k ,  o f f i c i a l  f i l e s  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  As­
s o c i a t i o n ,  B aton  Rouge.
2^0J L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
the I960 C onvention , S h rev ep o rt, A p r il, I9 6 0 .
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t h e  f i r s t  f a v o r e d  th e  e x t e n s io n  o f  c o n s u l t a t i v e  and d ia g ­
n o s t i c  s e r v i c e s  in  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n  c e n t e r s  i n  o r d e r  to  
s e r v e  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a  seco n d  p ro p o se d  
t h a t  th e  G overnor a p p o in t  an a d v i s o r y  com m ittee  o f  l a y  and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p eo p le  to  s tu d y  ways and  means o f  a d m i n i s t e r ­
in g  an  a d e q u a te  d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  p rogram , th e  t h i r d  recom ­
mended t h a t  a  perm anen t s o u rc e  o f  re v e n u e  he found  im­
m e d ia t e ly  t o  p ro v id e  f o r  t h e  payment o f  th e  minimum s a l a r y  
s c h e d u le  f o r  t e a c h e r s  a s  a d o p te d  by th e  L o u is ia n a  L e g i s l a ­
t u r e  i n  Act I I I  o f  1956 , and  th e  f o u r t h  f a v o r e d  th e  p r e s e r -
211v a t i o n  o f  a s t r o n g  t e a c h e r  t e n u re  la w . J
At t h e  June 1 1 , I 9 6 0 ,  m e e t in g  o f  th e  e x e c u t iv e  com­
m i t t e e ,  M rs. P ran ces  H arvey , cha irm an  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
c o m m ittee ,  gave  a  r e p o r t  on th e  s t a t u s  o f  t h r e e  b i l l s  
s p o n s o re d  a n d / o r  s u p p o r te d  by th e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  A cc o rd in g  
to  M rs. H arvey , th e  f i r e w o r k s  b i l l  r e c e i v e d  u n f a v o r a b le  
a c t i o n  in  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  th e  s c h o l a r s h i p  
b i l l ,  House B i l l  154 , was r e f e r r e d  to  th e  A p p r o p r i a t io n s  
Committee o f  t h e  House, and th e  a p p o i n t iv e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t
b i l l  was n o t  i n t r o d u c e d  b e c a u se  u n f a v o r a b le  c o n d i t i o n s
232p r o h i b i t e d  i t s  i n t r o d u c t i o n .
An o u t s t a n d in g  e v e n t  o f  M rs. M y r ic k 's  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
‘̂ L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e E x e cu tiv e  Comm ittee, Baton Rouge,
June 11 , 1 9 6 0 .
was t h e  Second Summit C o n fe ren ce  on E d u c a t io n  i n  B aton  
Rouge, March 16-17? I9 6 0 .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  l a b o r ,  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  and c i v i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  e d u c a to r s  and p a r e n t -  
t e a c h e r  g ro u p s  were b ro u g h t  t o g e t h e r  t o  d i s c u s s  e d u c a t i o n a l  
f i n a n c e .  At th e  o p en in g  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  M rs. 
George B. W a lth e r ,  ch a irm an  o f  th e  program , s t a t e d  t h a t  
th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  c o n f e r e n c e  was t o  a s c e r t a i n  th e  f i n a n ­
c i a l  n e e d s  o f  e d u c a t io n  and t o  d e te rm in e  how e d u c a t io n
233m igh t be a d e q u a te ly  f i n a n c e d .  Some o f  t h e  recommenda­
t i o n s  made by th e  v a r i o u s  g ro u p s  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w ere :
(1) t h a t  t h e r e  be f u r t h e r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  
in  t h e  s t a t e ;  (2 )  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t a x  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  be  s i m p l i f i e d ;  (3 )  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  S c h o la r s h ip  
fund  be s t u d i e d  w i th  a v iew  t o  have t h e  fu n d s  a d m in i s t e r e d  
in  a m anner s i m i l a r  to  t h e  T. H. H a r r i s  S c h o la r s h ip  fu n d ;  
( 4 ) t h a t  c l o s e r  com m unica tion  be e s t a b l i s h e d  betw een  
sc h o o l b o a rd  and th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  and  b e tw een  th e  l o c a l  
and s t a t e  l e v e l s  o f  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p rogram , and  (5 )  t h a t  
com prehens ive  s tu d y  p re c e d e  a r e q u e s t  to  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e
f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  new i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n
234o f  new s e r v i c e s .
Most o f  th e  r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p te d  a t  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s
233Second Summit C o n fe re n c e  on E d u c a t io n ,  P ro c e e d ­
i n g s , B a to n  Rouge, March 1 6 -1 7 ,  I9 6 0 ,  p .  2 .
2 3 4 I b id . ,  p . 2 8 .
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I9 6 0  c o n v e n t io n  were r e a f f i r m e d  by th e  g ro u p  i n  c o n v e n t io n  
a t  L a f a y e t t e  i n  1961 . O th e rs  ad o p ted  by th e  d e l e g a t e s  a t  
t h i s  c o n v e n t io n  were a l s o  o f  n o t a b l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The 
f i r s t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  sh o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  r a i s e  and  
d i s t r i b u t e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  fu n d s  a c c o rd in g  to  p r e s e n t  p r o v i ­
s i o n s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  d e d i c a t i n g  c e r t a i n  t a x e s  
to  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  and p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  fu n d .  T h is  r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  f a v o r e d  a l l o ­
c a t e d  fu n d s  f o r  k i n d e r g a r t e n s  f o r  th e  f i v e - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d ,  
w i th  a d m is s io n  to  t h e  f i r s t  g ra d e  b e in g  b a s e d  on th e  r e ­
s u l t s  o f  r e a d i n e s s  t e s t s .  A seco n d  r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r te d  a 
co m pu lso ry  a t t e n d a n c e  la w . The a s s o c i a t i o n  a l s o  r e s o l v e d
to  commend th e  House Com mittee on Un-Am erican A c t i v i t i e s
2^5f o r  i t s  work i n  e x p o s in g  Communism i n  A m erica . J
The m a jo r  i te m s  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  
r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  th e  1962 c o n v e n t io n  i n  B a ton  Rouge w ere:
( l )  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  r e q u e s t  th e  S t a t e  Board o f  Educa­
t i o n  th r o u g h  th e  S t a t e  D ep a rtm en t o f  E d u c a t io n  to  empha­
s i z e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  u se  o f  p ro p e r  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  p ro ­
c e d u re  a t  t h e  h ig h  s c h o o l  l e v e l  th r o u g h o u t  th e  s c h o o l  s y s ­
tem o f  t h e  s t a t e ;  (2 )  t h a t  t h e  G overnor and t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
be r e q u e s t e d  t o  g iv e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to  t h e  c o n v e r s io n  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  W ild L i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  B u i ld in g  i n  New O rle a n s  t o  a
‘̂ L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1961 C onvention , L a fa y e t te ,  A p r il, 1 9 6 1 .
176
S t a t e  Opera House and Music H a l l ;  ( 3 ) t h a t  t h e  L o u is ia n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  l e n d  i t s  s u p p o r t  t o  th e  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c o l l e g e  i n  S h re v e p o r t ,  and 
( 4 ) t h a t  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  work to  m a in ta in  and  s t r e n g t h e n  
th e  sy s tem  o f  f r e e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  w i th  maximum l o c a l  con­
t r o l ,  w i th o u t  any f u r t h e r  e x p a n s io n  o f  f e d e r a l  a i d . 2 ^
The m ost d i f f i c u l t  p rob lem  w i th  w hich Mrs. M yrick 
had to  cope was th e  s e g r e g a t i o n  i s s u e ,  w hich a ro s e  d u r in g  
Mrs. W a l t h e r ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a t  w hich  t im e  a  r e s o l u t i o n  
p r o v id in g  f o r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  L o u is ia n a  
p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  was a d o p te d .  F o llo w in g  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  i t  b e ­
came th e  p r a c t i c e  f o r  th e  S t a t e  A s s o c ia t i o n  to  drop from  
i t s  m em bership  any u n i t  whose sc h o o l  h ad  become i n t e g r a t e d .
L o ca l u n i t s  o f  i n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o ls  w an ted  to  rem a in  a c t i v e
237i n  th e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  movement.
At t h e  December 2, 1961 , m e e tin g  o f  t h e  e x e c u t iv e  
co m m ittee , t h e  o f f i c e r s  v o te d  to  have a  com m ittee  a p p o in te d  
by th e  p r e s i d e n t  to  s tu d y  and  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  p rob lem  o f  
s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  p o s i ­
t i o n .  Mrs. M yrick a p p o in te d  a  com m ittee  o f  f i v e :  Mr*
Lawrence H ig g in s ,  ch a irm an ; M iss E l o i s e  Cann, Mrs. H. A.
2- ^ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
th e  1962 C o n v e n tio n , E a to n  Rouge, A p r i l ,  1962 .
2^ P e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w ith  M rs. Lucy Weaver,
March 23, 1965 , B aton  Rouge.
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Cory, M rs. James W. H am ilto n , and Mrs. Thomas G. S p a i n . 23^ 
The co m m ittee  met J a n u a ry  19, 1962, i n  A le x a n d r ia  and  de­
c id e d  t h a t  a  s p e c i a l  com m ittee  sh o u ld  he  s e n t  to  C hicago  
to  m eet w i th  Mrs. J e n k in s ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  Con­
g r e s s  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  t o  d i s c u s s  th e  m a t t e r .
I n  t h e  d i s c u s s io n s  w i th  M rs. J e n k in s ,  th e  co m m ittee  
was i n s t r u c t e d  to  b r i n g  o u t  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  and  c irc u m ­
s t a n c e s  a f f e c t i n g  e d u c a t io n  i n  L o u is ia n a  n o t  e x i s t i n g  i n  
o th e r  a r e a s  o f  th e  c o u n t ry .  I n  a d d i t i o n  th e  com m ittee  was 
a d v i s e d  t o  make known to  th e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  t h a t  t h e  
L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o u ld  n o t  change i t s
p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  s e g r e g a t i o n  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and
2 ̂ 9l e g a l  p ro b lem  in v o lv e d .
At t h e  A p r i l  25, 1962, m e e t in g  o f  t h e  e x e c u t iv e  com­
m i t t e e  M rs. M yrick gave th e  f o l lo w in g  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  
com m ittee  w hich  h ad  met w i th  M rs. J e n k in s  i n  C hicago :
I  a t t e n d e d  th e  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  Am erican A s s o c ia ­
t i o n  o f  S choo l A d m in i s t r a to r s  i n  A t l a n t i c  C i t y ,  and  
t h e  m e e t in g  w i th  N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and 
T e a c h e r s '  p r e s i d e n t  i n  C h icago .
Mr. H ig g in s  and M rs. Cory accom panied  me t o  C hi­
cago and we c o n f e r r e d  w i th  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  N a t i o n a l  
C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e rs ,  h e r  s t a f f  a s s i s ­
t a n t s ,  and th e  A t to r n e y  f o r  L e g a l  C o u n se l.  . . .
They were a l l  c o n c e rn e d  a s  we w ere w i th  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  and a g re e d  t h a t  i t  was a  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  
m e e t in g .  Much was a t  s t a k e .
3 L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  M eeting o f  th e  E x ecu tiv e  Com m ittee, Baton Rouge,
December 27 1961.
2 3 9 I b id .
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The A t to rn e y  gave s e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  h u t  th e y  
h a d  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  k ic k in g  u s  o u t ,  n o r  d id  we i n ­
t e n d  to  g e t  o u t  o f  N a t i o n a l .  The N a t io n a l  p r e s i ­
d e n t  t o l d  u s  t h a t  we had  v i o l a t e d  o u r  b y - la w s ,  w hich 
a r e  im p o r ta n t  to  t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  Asso­
c i a t i o n .  and  th e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  we a r e  d e d i c a t e d  to  
s e r v e . 240
As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  com m ittee  m e e t in g  w i th  n a t i o n a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  an  i n t e r i m  s o l u t i o n  was a c c e p te d  w hereby 
th e  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  w ould  a c c e p t  d u es  and r e n d e r  s e r ­
v i c e s  to  any l o c a l  u n i t  w h ich  was no lo n g e r  a f f i l i a t e d  
w i th  th e  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A n a t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  was 
a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  u n i t  and  th e  u n i t  c o u ld  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
th e  N a t i o n a l  C o nven tion  b u t  n o t  th e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n .  The
N a t io n a l  C ongress w ould k e e p  th e  u n i t ’ s s t a t e  dues u n t i l  a
24.1more d e f i n i t e  s o l u t i o n  c o u ld  be fo u n d . ^
At t h e  1962 c o n v e n t io n  i n  B a to n  Rouge, Mrs. M yrick  
r e l i n q u i s h e d  h e r  d u t i e s  a s  p r e s i d e n t  to  Mr. Lawrence 
H ig g in s ,  t h e  f i r s t  man to  s e rv e  as  t h e  h ead  o f f i c e r  o f  th e  
S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Thus ended  t h i r t y - n i n e  y e a r s  o f  emi­
n e n t  and  d e v o te d  l e a d e r s h i p  by some o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  m ost 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  women. T h e i r  u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  
th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  to  th e  w el­
f a r e  o f  th o s e  c h i l d r e n .
‘̂ L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M in u tes  o f  
t h e  M e e tin g  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  Com m ittee, B aton  Rouge,
A p r il 25, IST62.
‘̂ L o u is ia n a  P arent-T eacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
th e  1962 C onvention , Baton Rouge, A p r il ,  1962 .
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E. S p e c i a l  P rogram s o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n s
A c a r e f u l l y  th o u g h t - o u t  program  o f  work i s  as  n e c e s ­
s a r y  to  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  a w e l l - p la n n e d
2A?c o u rs e  o f  s tu d y  i s  t o  a  s c h o o l .  ^ W ith t h i s  i d e a  t h e  Na­
t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T ea ch e rs  v i v i d l y  draws a t ­
t e n t i o n  to  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  c o u r s e s  o f  
a c t i o n  and i n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e l e c t i n g  one sp e ­
c i f i c  p rob lem  f o r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  and  i n t e n s i v e  work th e  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h as  d e v e lo p ed  s t a n d a r d  program s 
w hich  a re  i n  k e e p in g  w i th  th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
These a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  program  o f  ev e ry  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
Among th e  m ost s a l i e n t  o f  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Summer Round-Up 
Program , P a r e n t  E d u c a t io n ,  and P o u n d e rs '  Day.
P o u n d e r s ' Day
P o u n d e rs 1 Day commemorates th e  day when th e  P a r e n t -  
T e a ch e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  i d e a  to o k  on th e  f o r c e  and v i t a l i t y  o f  
a n a t io n - w id e  movement. Por i t  was on F e b ru a ry  17, 1897, 
t h a t  some 2 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  t r a v e l e d  t o  W ash ing ton , D. C .,  
d i s c u s s e d  " q u e s t io n s  m o st v i t a l  to  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l ­
d r e n ,  and b ro u g h t  i n t o  b e in g  a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e d i ­
c a t e d  to  s a f e g u a r d in g  and  p ro m o tin g  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n
‘̂ Handbook o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  
T e a c h e rs  ( W ash in g to n , D. C. :  N a t io n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s
and t f e a c h e rs ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  p .  33*
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m  home, s c h o o l ,  c h u rc h ,  and community. J I n  1910, M rs. 
D avid 0 . M ears, one o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  members o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
C o n g ress ,  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  F eb ru a ry  17 sh o u ld  a lw ays be ob­
s e rv e d  a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n n i v e r s a r y  by th e  N a t io n a l  Con­
g r e s s  and by eve ryone  co n c e rn ed  w i th  t h e  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  
and y o u th .  Each y e a r  s in c e  th e n  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
members have  h o n o red  t h e i r  f o u n d e r s ,  and th ro u g h  a m o n e ta ry  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f f e r e d  on t h i s  day, h av e  h e lp e d  t o  e n s u re  
s t r o n g e r  and  more e f f e c t i v e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  and  n a t i o n a l  
p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  work f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n . 244
B e g in n in g  w i th  i t s  f i r s t  p rogram  by t h e  New O r le a n s  
C o u n c i l ,  L o u i s i a n a  h a s ,  e v e ry  y e a r  s i n c e  1921 , p a id  t r i b u t e  
to  th e  n a t i o n a l  fo u n d e r s  by h o n o r in g  t h e i r  memory i n  an ap­
p r o p r i a t e  F o u n d e rs 1 Day c e l e b r a t i o n .
Each y e a r  t h e  s t a t e  cha irm an  o f  F o u n d e rs '  Day se n d s  
a l e t t e r  to  a l l  l o c a l  u n i t s  and c o u n c i l s  u r g in g  o b se rv a n c e  
o f  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  Con­
g r e s s .  U s u a l ly  a f o l lo w -u p  l e t t e r  i s  m a i le d  w hich  con­
t a i n s  s u g g e s t i o n s  and  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  c e l e b r a ­
t i o n  o f  F o u n d e r s 1 D a y .24"* I n  h e r  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  l o c a l  
u n i t s ,  M rs. C la re n c e  C h ach e re ,  Chairm an o f  t h e  S t a t e  
F o u n d e r s 1 Day Committee f o r  1950, e x p l a in e d  t o  th e  members
243ffp u n d e rs1 Day (C h ic ag o : N a t io n a l  C ongress  o f
P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  1964)> p* 7 .
244I b i d .  245I b i d . , p .  11 .
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th e  u s e s  made o f  t h e i r  F o u n d e rs ' Day c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  T hat 
p a r t  o f  h e r  l e t t e r  r e a d  a s  f o l lo w s :
F o u n d e rs '  Day a f f o r d s  a l l  l o y a l  members o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T ea ch e rs  t h e i r  
o n ly  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  make a s p e c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  f o r  
e x t e n s io n  s e r v i c e . T h is  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  known a s  t h e  
F o u n d e rs '  Day g i f t ,  i s  fo rw a rd e d  by each  l o c a l  a s ­
s o c i a t i o n  to  i t s  own s t a t e  o f f i c e ,  w hich in  t u r n  
sen d s  one h a l f  o f  th e  g i f t  to  t h e  N a t io n a l  O f f i c e .
In  b o th  p la c e s  t h e  money i s  u se d  o n ly  f o r  e x t e n s io n  
work; i t  i s  s e t  a s i d e  e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se ;  
and i t  may n o t ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  a d o p te d  p o l i c i e s  
and p ro c e d u re s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  C o n g ress ,  be d i v e r t e d  
i n t o  any o th e r  c h a n n e l .
What i s  e x t e n s io n  work?
What does th e  p h ra s e  mean a s  i t  i s  a p p l i e d  to  th e  
N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T ea ch e rs  and i t s  
c o n s t i t u e n t  s t a t e  b ra n c h e s ?
The m eaning an d  scope o f  e x t e n s io n  work a r e  s e t  
f o r t h  i n  th o s e  same a d o p te d  p o l i c i e s  and p ro c e d u re s  
t h a t  h ave  been f o r m u la te d  o v er  t h e  y e a r s  f o r  th e  
g u id a n c e  o f  c o n g r e s s  l e a d e r s .  The e x t e n s io n  work 
f o r  w hich  th e  F o u n d e rs '  Day o f f e r i n g  i s  u s e d  em brace 
th e  f o l lo w in g  a c t i v i t i e s :
F i e l d  s e r v i c e
O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  l o c a l  u n i t s  
T r a in in g  o f  l e a d e r s  
C o n ta c ts  w i th  e d u c a t i o n a l  g ro u p s  
D is s e m in a t io n  o f  know ledge t h a t  w i l l  f u r t h e r  
th e  a im s and p u rp o s e s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e rs .
Your b i r t h d a y  g i f t ,  t h e n — t h e  b i r t h d a y  g i f t  you 
c o n t r i b u t e  each  y e a r  i n  h o n o r  o f  o u r  F o u n d ers— i s  
f i t t i n g l y  u se d  t o  advance  th e  i d e a l s  f o r  w hich  th e y  
gave o f  t h e i r  own s p i r i t ,  m ind, and  in n e r
r e s o u r c e s . 246
A l l  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s  s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lou­
i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e ,  by means o f  a  l e t ­
t e r  o r  m essage i n  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n , 
e x te n d e d  P o u n d e rs '  Day G re e t in g s  to  th e  m em bership . I n
^ ^ L e t te r  from M rs. C larence Chachere to  lo c a l
p r e s id e n t s ,  January 8 , 1950 .
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o r d e r  to  show th e  im p o r ta n c e  p la c e d  on P o u n d e r s 1 Day by 
s t a t e  p r e s i d e n t s ,  t h r e e  such  communiques a r e  h e r e w i th  
p r e s e n te d :
POUNDERS' DAY MESSAGE
We c e l e b r a t e  on F e b ru a ry  17 , 1933, th e  t h i r t y -  
s i x t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  M o th e r 's  C o n g ress ,  
h e l d  i n  W ashington  i n  1897- A l l  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  
A s s o c ia t i o n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  h o n o r  th e  
fo u n d e r s ,  M rs. Phoebe H e a r s t  and  M rs. Theodore 
B i rn e y ,  w i th  s p e c i a l  c e re m o n ie s .  M rs. D avid  M ears, 
one o f  th e  few a c t i v e  C ongress  w o rk e rs ,  a t t e n d e d  
th e  i n i t i a l  m e e t in g  o f  th e  C o n g ress  i n  1897, and 
i s  now th e  N a t i o n a l  Chairm an o f  P o u n d e rs '  Day.
Our p u rp o se  in  c e l e b r a t i n g  P o u n d e rs '  Day i s  to  
b r i n g  b e f o r e  a l l  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  th e  h ig h  
g o a l s  o f  th e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement.
I t  g iv e s  one a  ch an ce  to  se e  more c l e a r l y  th e  
r e a l  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  w h ich  we a r e  s t r i v i n g .  At t h i s  
t im e  we renew  our f a i t h .  The c h i l d  i n  our m id s t  
n e e d s  us  to d a y  as  he h a s  n e v e r  n e e d e d  u s  b e f o r e .
The w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  c h i l d r e n  c a l l s  f o r  n a t io n - w id e  
c o o p e r a t i o n . 247
POUNDERS' DAY 1949
Each y e a r  when we o b se rv e  F o u n d e rs '  Day we a r e  
made more c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  our P o u n d ers ,  
A l ic e  M cLellan B irn e y  and  Phoebe A pperson H e a r s t ,  
by t h e i r  v i s i o n  and t i r e l e s s  e n e rg y ,  have  made t h e  
w o r ld  a b e t t e r  p la c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  to  l i v e  i n .  They 
h a d  th e  v i s i o n  to  se e  t h a t  a  l i n k  was n e e d e d  be­
tw een  home and  s c h o o l  and th e y  h a d  t h e  in d o m i ta b le  
w i l l  t o  overcome a l l  o b s t a c l e s  and t o  work and 
f i g h t  u n t i l  t h i s  g r e a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d .
Por th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t in g  F e b ru a ry  17 , 1897 , 
t h e s e  two women hoped  " to  i n t e r e s t  f i f t y  women s u f ­
f i c i e n t l y  to  make them come t o  W a sh in g to n ."  The 
a s t o n i s h i n g  s u c c e s s  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  m e e t in g  o f  th e  
C ongress  o f  M others  i s  now a  m a t t e r  o f  h i s t o r y .  
L i t t l e  d id  th e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a f t e r  f i f t y - t w o  y e a r s  
t h e r e  would be f i v e  an d  a h a l f  m i l l i o n  men and  
women w ork ing  in  common p u rp o se  f o r  t h e  h i g h e s t  
g o a l s  o f  c h i l d  w e l f a r e .
2^ M r s .  Lawrence M a i lh e s ,  " F o u n d e rs '  Day M e ssag e ,"  
L o u is ia n a  S c h o o ls ,  F e b ru a ry ,  1935*
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I t  i s  o n ly  n a t u r a l  t h a t  we s h o u ld  he g r a t e f u l  to  
t h e s e  p io n e e r s  who so u g h t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  to  "bring t o ­
g e t h e r  p a r e n t s ,  e d u c a to r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  and  p h i l a n ­
t h r o p i s t s  i n  "behalf o f  c h i l d r e n .
Many changes  have  ta k e n  p la c e  i n  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c ­
t u r e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s  h u t  
th e  h a s i c  s t a n d a r d s  and i d e a l s  o f  t h e  F ounders  r e ­
m ain u n a l t e r e d  and a r e  everyw here  a c c e p te d  a s  c r i ­
t e r i a  o f  p r o g re s s  i n  th e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  and c h e r i s h ­
i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n .
I n  1919 u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  M rs. F ra n c e s  
F o w le r ,  a  s m a ll  g ro u p  o f  e a r n e s t  m o th e rs  o r g a n iz e d  
t h e  L o u is ia n a  P a re n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  and i n  
1928 t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  j o in e d  th e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re s s .  
L o u i s i a n a  h a s  c o n t in u e d  to  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  
p io n e e r s  in  th e  n a t i o n a l  and s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
and to  work tow ard  t h a t  day when a l l  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  
he w e l l  h o r n ,— a l l  homes s e c u r e , — a l l  s c h o o ls  a d e ­
q u a te  to  c h i l d r e n ' s  n e e d s ,— a l l  com m unities  p h y s i ­
c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  s a f e , — and a l l  young p e o p le  p r e ­
p a r e d  to  s e r v e  as  r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e i r  
n a t i o n  and th e  w o r ld .
When we o b se rv e  F o u n d e rs '  Day, we make g i f t s  o f  
money i n  o r d e r  t h a t  th e  work and  wisdom o f  th e s e  
women may he p e r p e t u a t e d .
The s t a t e  o f f i c e  i s  se n d in g  o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  ma­
t e r i a l  t h a t  w i l l  he h e l p f u l  to  you  on y o u r  F o u n d e r s '
Day p ro g ra m .248
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
F e b ru a ry  i s  a month e s p e c i a l l y  r i c h  i n  m em ories 
f o r  a l l  A m ericans . There a r e  h i s t o r i c a l  m em ories 
o f  t h e  b i r t h  and r e - b i r t h  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .  M emories 
t h a t  a r e  re -a w a k e n e d  by o b s e rv a n c e s  o f  b i r t h d a y s  o f  
W ash ing ton  and L in c o ln .  For u s  i n  t h e  PTA t h e r e  
a r e  m em ories o f  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  o u r  g r e a t  o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n  i n  F e b ru a ry ,  1897*
Of c o u rs e  we know t h a t  th e  p a s t  can  make no f a i r  
c la im  on r e v e r e n c e  and homage s im p ly  b e c a u se  i t  i s  
p a s t .  G l o r i f y i n g  y e s t e r d a y  f o r  i t s  own sak e  ca n  be 
a  s t e r i l e  v e n t u r e .  Y e s te rd a y  i s  no lo n g e r  o u r s .  
Only to d a y  i s  w i t h i n  our c o n t r o l .
We can  n o t  a f f o r d  to  d ev o te  F o u n d e rs '  Day to  i n ­
c o n s e q u e n t i a l  c e re m o n ie s .  I t  m ust r e s u l t  i n  i n ­
c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  e s tee m  f o r  th e  PTA. I t  m ust i n f u s e  
o u r  members w i th  z e a l  to  g e t  on w i th  im p o r ta n t
24®Mrs. Fagan Cox, " F o u n d e rs '  Day 1949»” L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n ,  X II  ( F e b ru a ry ,  1949)» 1 .
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w ork . I t  must e x t e n d  to  a l l  p eo p le  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  s h a r e  in  our e f f o r t s  on b e h a l f  o f  c h i l d r e n  and 
y o u th .  W ithout a  douht th e  f i n e s t  t r i b u t e  we can 
pay t o  p a s t  l e a d e r s  i s  to  b u i l d  f o r  th e  f u t u r e .
L e t  P o u n d e rs ' Day r a i s e  t h e  c u r t a i n  on a f u t u r e  of 
ex p an d ed  and m emorable s e r v i c e s  to  t h e  f a m i ly  and 
th e  com munity.249
Summer Round-Up
The Summer Round-Up o f  C h i ld re n  i s  a  h e a l t h  p r o j e c t  
sp o n so re d  by th e  N a t io n a l  C ongress th ro u g h  i t s  l o c a l  u n i t s  
to  a ro u s e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  p a r e n t s  in  im p ro v in g  th e  h e a l t h  
o f  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e .  I t  a lso  
aims to  b r i n g  about c o n t in u o u s  m e d ica l  and  d e n ta l  s u p e r ­
v i s i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o se  who a re  
a p p a r e n t ly  h e a l t h y .  I t  i s  c a r r i e d  on i n  c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  
th e  m e d ic a l ,  d e n t a l ,  an d  n u r s in g  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  and t h e  
h e a l t h  a g e n c ie s  of th e  com munity. The Summer Round-Up n o t  
o n ly  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  of d e f e c t s  and immuni­
z a t i o n  a g a i n s t  communicable d i s e a s e s ,  b u t  i t  p ro v id e s  a 
medium f o r  g iv in g  p a r e n t s  v a l u a b le  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  c h i l d  
h e a l t h .  The program i n c l u d e s  a  s p r in g  c a n v a s s  o f  th e  l o c a l  
community t o  l o c a t e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  who w i l l  be e n t e r i n g  
s c h o o l  i n  t h e  f a l l ;  a  p e r s o n a l  v i s i t  to  t h e  p a r e n t s  to  in ­
form  them o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  h e a l t h  e x a m in a t io n ;  and  an 
e x a m in a t io n  by  p h y s ic i a n s  and d e n t i s t s  to  d i s c o v e r  th e  
c h i l d ' s  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .  A f t e r  th e  e x a m in a t io n ,
^^ M au d y e  H. M y rick , " P r e s i d e n t ' s  M essag e ,"  L o u i s i ­
an a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n ,  XXIV ( F e b ru a r y ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,T l
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fo l lo w -u p  v i s i t s  a r e  made to  th e  homes t o  u rg e  t h a t  th e  
a d v ic e  o f  t h e  exam in ing  p h y s i c i a n  and d e n t i s t  he fo l lo w e d  
and to  make a r ra n g e m e n ts  f o r  th e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  u n d e r p r i v i ­
l e g e d  c h i l d r e n .  A c h e c k -u p  i s  th e n  made to  s e e  w h e th e r  
th e  a d v ic e  o f  th e  ex am in in g  d o c to r  and  d e n t i s t  h a s  h een  
c a r r i e d  o u t . 2 '’0
I n  M arch, 1950 , D r. G. V asquez, s t a t e  ch a irm an  o f  
th e  Summer Round-Up P rogram , e x p la in e d  th e  n e e d  f o r  Summer 
Round-Up:
The p r im ary  r e a s o n  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  PTA u n i t s  
and t h e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  o f  u n i t s  i s  th e  w e l f a r e  
and im provem ent o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  I n  d o in g  our p e r ­
s o n a l  d u ty  we r e n d e r  a  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e .
The Summer Round-Up o f  th e  c h i l d r e n  i s  d e v e lo p ­
in g  i n t o  a t o t a l  h e a l t h  p rogram . No lo n g e r  a r e  we 
s a t i s f i e d  w i th  one day a  y e a r  a c t i v i t y .  The whole 
p la n  i s  g e a re d  t o  t h e  maximum d eve lopm en t o f  th e  
c h i l d ,  from h i r t h  to  g r a d u a t i o n ,  w i th o u t  l o s i n g  
s i g h t  o f  th e  m i l e s t o n e  o f  th e  Round-Up p r o p e r ,  
w hich  c u lm in a te s  t h e  work done d u r in g  th e  p r e ­
s c h o o l  y e a r s  and  p o i n t s  th e  way f o r  f u t u r e  a c t i v i t y  
i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  a s  he ad v a n c e s  i n  h i s  
s c h o o l  l i f e  from  f i r s t  g rad e  t o  C o l le g e .  The s p e ­
c i a l  co m m itte e s ,  P r e - s c h o o l ,  Round-Up and School 
H e a l th  sh o u ld  i n t e g r a t e  a  team  w hich  i s  bound to  
g iv e  good a c c o u n t  to  t h e  f u t u r e .  . . . The w hole 
m em bership s h o u ld  p a r t i c i p a t e .  We a r e  t o l d  t h a t  
PTA i s  a  s o c i a l  f o r c e  o f  th e  f i r s t  m a g n itu d e .  I n  
many a r e a s  i t  r e m a in s  a p o t e n t i a l  f o r c e .  l e t  u s  
d e v e lo p  i t  i n t o  an a c t i v e  f o r c e  i n  a  v e r y  t a n g i b l e  
a r e a  o f  a c t i v i t y  such  a s  th e  h e a l t h  o f  our s c h o o l  
p o p u l a t i o n . 251
2^ ° The Summer Round-Up o f  C h i ld r e n  (C h ic ag o :  
N a t io n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  n . d . ) ,  p .  2 .
2 1̂L o u is ia n a  P aren t-T each er B u l l e t i n , X III  (March,
1 9 5 0 ), 1 .
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P a r e n t  E d u c a t io n
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  l e a d e r s  r e g a r d  P a r e n t  
E d u c a t io n  a s  a  m ost im p o r ta n t  and v a l u a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Each s t a t e  u n i t  h a s  a ch a irm an  o f  p a r e n t  
e d u c a t io n .  T h is  p e r s o n  i s  i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  movement, 
w hich c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s :  A d u lt  E d u c a t io n ,
P a r e n t  E d u c a t io n ,  and Consumer E d u c a t io n .  Prom th e  s t a t e  
o f f i c e  t h e  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  o f  s tu d y  g ro u p s  can  o b ta in  
c o u r s e s  i n  A du lt E d u c a t io n ,  worked o u t  by t h e  N a t io n a l  
C ongress  on A r t ,  B ackgrounds o f  Sex E d u c a t io n ,  P a r l ia m e n ­
t a r y  la w , Consumer E d u c a t io n ,  C i t i z e n s h i p ,  e t c .  Groups 
can a l s o  choose  o th e r  p rob lem s t o  s tu d y .  The c o u r s e s  
u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e  a b o u t  se v e n  m e e t in g s ,  w i th  one each  week 
h e l d  a t  t h e  home o f  a  g ro u p  member. E very  m e e t in g  h a s  i t s  
d e f i n i t e  theme o r  p ro b lem . L e a d e rs  a r e  en c o u ra g ed  to  u se  
v i s u a l  a i d s  and o th e r  s u p p le m e n ta ry  m a t e r i a l  w hich  would 
add to  t h e  program .
In  a d d i t i o n  to  s u g g e s t i n g  t o p i c s  f o r  s tu d y ,  th e  
s t a t e  ch a irm an  p u b l i s h e s  a  l i s t  o f  p a m p h le ts ,  books and 
o th e r  r e f e r e n c e  s o u rc e s  w hich  would be o f  h e lp  i n  t h e  s o l u ­
t i o n  and  s tu d y  o f  p rob lem s i n  p a r e n t  e d u c a t io n .  (S u g g e s te d  
m a t e r i a l s  f o r  s tu d y  g ro u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a r e n t  e d u c a t io n  
w hich w ere recommended f o r  t h e  y e a r  1941-42  a p p e a r  i n  th e  
A p p en d ix .)
M rs. J .  H. S t r i n g e r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  from  1950-1953 , w ro te  an i n t e r ­
e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  Times P ic a y u n e  c o n c e rn in g  p a r e n t
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e d u c a t i o n .  The a r t i c l e  as  w r i t t e n  "by M rs. S t r i n g e r  s t a t e d :
The PTA i s  r e a l l y  a p o s t - g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e  i n  
p a r e n t  e d u c a t io n ,  . . . and  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  a m ust 
on e v e ry  L o u i s i a n a  PTA Mommy's and D ad 's  v o l u n t a r y  
c u r r ic u lu m  t h i s  s e m e s t e r .
PTA, Mrs. S t r i n g e r  p o i n t s  o u t ,  h a s  w o n d e rfu l  r e ­
s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  i t s  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  c o u rs e  f o r  
Mommy and Dad. T h is  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  a r t i c l e s  by 
n a t i o n a l l y  known e x p e r t s  in  t h e i r  own f i e l d s  who 
c o n t r i b u t e  each  m onth t o  th e  PTA m ag az in e . They 
a r e  g iv e n  on t h r e e  age l e v e l s ,  p r e s c h o o l ,  s c h o o l  
ag e , and  a d o l e s c e n t ,  so w h a te v e r  M a ry 's  and J o h n n y 's  
ag es  may b e , Mommy and Dad w i l l  f i n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  
m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e i r  n e e d s .
I n  l o c a l  PTA u n i t s  th e s e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  s t u d i e d  
th ro u g h  d i s c u s s i o n  g ro u p s  w hich  b e g in  when Septem­
b e r  s c h o o l  b e l l s  r i n g .  For e v e ry  month o f  th e  
s e m e s te r  a r t i c l e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  each  o f  th e  
t h r e e  age b r a c k e t s ,  M rs. C. C. G re m i l l io n ,  N .O ., 
s t a t e  p u b l i c i t y  c h a irm an , p o i n t s  o u t .
PTA's p a r e n t - e d u c a t i o n  s lo g a n  t h i s  y e a r  i s  "Ob­
s e r v a t i o n  S tu d y , and  D e m o n s t r a t io n ,"  say s  Mrs.
Edmond Conger, S h r e v e p o r t ,  s t a t e  p a r e n t - e d u c a t i o n  
c h a irm a n .  Mary and Johnny., sh e  p o i n t s  o u t ,  g e t  
t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  n o t  o n ly  from an i n ­
t e l l i g e n t  home l i f e ,  b u t  from  s c h o o l ,  ch u rc h ,  and  
community, and t h e s e  m ust be c l o s e l y  c o r r e l a t e d .
M rs. I .  H. R a p o p o r t ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  New O rle a n s  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  C o u n c i l ,  s a y s  l o c a l  PTA Mommies and 
Dads a r e  a d d in g  t o  t h e i r  v o l u n t a r y  c u r r ic u lu m  an­
o t h e r  s tu d y — t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  n a r c o t i c s  on c h i l d r e n .
On th e  l o c a l  PTA 1952 agenda a l s o  i s  th e  d ev e lo p ­
ment o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and s in c e  t h i s  i s  
a  l e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t im e  i s  b e in g  
s p e n t  on p u s h in g  s p e c i a l  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  s p o n so re d  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  she  s a i d . 252
A n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  work 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  i t s  members i s  l e a d e r s h i p  
t r a i n i n g .  D e te rm in ed  to  t r a i n  i t s  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f f e r s  l e a d e r s h i p  t r a i n i n g
2^2Times P icayune (New O rleans), September 1 0 , 1951,
p . 9*
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i n s t i t u t e s  f o r  new o f f i c e r s ,  u s u a l l y  i n  March. The i n s t i ­
t u t e s  a r e  h e l d  i n  w id e ly  s e p a r a t e d  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  
These a f f o r d  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  members th e  o p p o r­
t u n i t y  o f  l e a r n i n g  how t o  do t h e  job  o f  p ro m o tin g  th e  w e l­
f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  and y o u th  by d e v e lo p in g  b e t t e r  home- 
s c h o o l  r e l a t i o n s ,  by u n i t i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  e d u c a to r s  and 
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  by s e c u r i n g  a d e q u a te  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  
th e  c a re  and  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  and  y o u th ,  and by r a i s ­
in g  th e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  home l i f e .  In  1957 such  i n s t i t u t e s  
w ere c a r r i e d  on th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  by M rs. E l l e n  D e l l  
B i e l e r ,  f i e l d  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re s s .  I n f o r ­
m a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e s e  program s was g iv e n  i n  t h e  B a ton  
Rouge M orning A d v o ca te , A ugust 28 , 1957> as f o l lo w s :
D uring  th e  f i r s t  two weeks o f  S ep tem ber, p ro ­
c la im e d  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  Month 
by  G overnor Long, Mrs. E l l e n  D e l l  B i e l e r  o f  
W este rn  S p r in g s ,  1 1 1 , ,  f i e l d  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  Na­
t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  and  T e a c h e r s ,  w i l l  h o ld  
t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e s  f o r  s t a t e  PTA members.
A l l  o f  th e  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  w i l l  be h e l d  from  
9 :3 0  a .m . to  2 :30  p.m . Mrs. B i e l e r ' s  i t i n e r a r y  
f o l l o w s :  S ep tem ber 5, New O r le a n s ;  Septem ber 6,
B a to n  Rouge; Sep tem ber 9 , W a te rp ro o f ;  Septem ber 10, 
Monroe; Septem ber 11 , S h re v e p o r t ;  Septem ber 12, 
L e e s v i l l e ;  Sep tem ber 1 3 , Lake C h a r l e s ;  Septem ber 16, 
L a f a y e t t e ,  and  Sep tem ber 17, A le x a n d r i a .
A l t e r n a t i n g  i n  accom panying M rs. B i e l e r  w i l l  be 
M rs. George W a l th e r ,  J r . ,  o f  Lake C h a r le s  and p r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e  PTA, and  M rs. W ill ia m  B. M yrick  
o f  B a ton  Rouge, f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .
I n  s p e a k in g  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s ,  Mrs.
W a lth e r  s a i d  i t  i s  "one o f  t h e  i n d i s p e n s a b le  s e r ­
v i c e s  o f f e r e d  by th e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  o f  PTA t o  
s t a t e  PTA's th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n . "
"The PTA," she  ad d ed , " i s  an  e v e r - c h a n g in g  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  i n  m em bership—-as c h i l d r e n  go th ro u g h
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sc h o o l and o u t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we have  a c o n s t a n t  edu­
c a t i o n a l  program  t o  c a r r y  o n ." 2 5 3
L e a d e r s h ip  w o rk sh o p s , programs s i m i l a r  t o  th e  t r a i n ­
in g  i n s t i t u t e s ,  a r e  h e ld  on th e  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  
campus i n  c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  M rs. Thomas 
S pa in , cha irm an  o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L ead er­
s h ip  Workshop i n  O cto b e r , 1961, gave t h e  f o l lo w in g  r e p o r t  
on t h a t  program :
Mrs. W ill iam  B. M yrick , P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i ­
an a  PTA, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  e v e n t  was one w hich  th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o u l d  he tre m e n d o u s ly  p ro u d  o f ,  
s in c e  a l l  comments on th e  LSU-PTA L e a d e r s h ip  Con­
f e r e n c e  w ere e x c e l l e n t .
The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  S ta te  B o a rd  o f  M anagers was o u t s t a n d i n g .  
A l l  members o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  Com m ittee w ere p r e s e n t  
e x c e p t  one , a l l  S t a t e  Chairmen a t t e n d e d  ex c e p t  f i v e ,  
and  th e  D i s t r i c t s  w e re  w ell  r e p r e s e n t e d  w i th  a ma­
j o r i t y  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o r  A s s o c ia te  D i r e c t o r s  p r e s e n t .  
T h is  was a  r e c o r d  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  67 l / 3 $ ,  o r  an a v e r ­
age o f  35 members o f  th e  B oard , who e i t h e r  p a r t i c i ­
p a te d  o r  a t t e n d e d  a t  l e a s t  one day o f  t h e  c o n f e r ­
ence and  27 a t t e n d e d  a l l  s e s s i o n s .
C o u n c il  and U n i t  L eaders  f ro m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  
s t a t e  w ere p r e s e n t  an d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a sk e d  f o r  
more o f  t h e  same t y p e  of p rogram  f o r  f u t u r e  con­
f e r e n c e s  on th e  e v a l u a t i o n  fo rm s .  The a t te n d a n c e  
a t  t h i s  l e v e l  was a b o u t  a v e ra g e ,  w ith  18 o f f i c e r s  
o f  C o u n c i ls  p r e s e n t  and a p p ro x im a te ly  110 in  a t ­
te n d a n c e .
The s p e a k e r s ,  D r .  O tto  Yntema, D i r e c t o r  o f  P ro ­
gram and  F i e l d  S e r v i c e s ,  W e ste rn  M ich igan  U niver­
s i t y ,  and  Mrs. E l l e n  D. B i e l e r ,  F i e l d  C o n s u l ta n t ,  
UCPT, w ere a c c e p te d  w i th  a p p la u s e .
Dr. J .  W. B r o u i l l e t t e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  G e n e ra l  E x te n ­
s io n  D iv i s i o n ,  and D r. D an ie l B o r th ,  E x e c u t iv e  V ic e -  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  LSU— B a to n  Rouge, r o l l e d  o u t  t h e  r e d  
c a r p e t  t o  welcome t h e  d e l e g a t e s  and p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f
^ ^ M orning A dvocate (Baton R o u g e ) ,  A ugust 28, 1957 ,
p. 6 .
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th e  9 t h  Annual L e a d e r s h ip  C o n fe re n c e .  . . .
H r. B r o u i l l e t t e  . . . s e r v e d  as  an a d v i s o r  on 
th e  s t e e r i n g  com m ittee  f o r  t h e  c o n fe r e n c e ,  and  was 
h o n o re d  a t  one o f  t h e  s e s s i o n s  by M rs. M yrick , who 
named him "Mr. PTA," f o r  h i s  o u t s t a n d in g  e f f o r t s  
and i n t e r e s t  i n  h e l p i n g  to  prom ote t h e  L e a d e r s h ip  
C o n fe re n c e s  f o r  PTA.254
P a r e n t  e d u c a t io n  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  much to  th e  g ro w th  
and s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  movement and  i s  to d a y  
one o f  t h e  m ost im p o r ta n t  p h a s e s  o f  th e  t o t a l  p rogram .
P. C o n c lu s io n  
B u i ld in g  an i d e a l  community, i n  w hich c h i l d r e n  can 
l i v e ,  work, and p la y  w holesom ely , i s  a  s low , c o n t in u o u s  
p r o c e s s .  E d u c a t io n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  to  l e a d  
in  e d u c a t i o n a l  p la n n in g ,  b u t  t h i s  t h i n k i n g  sh o u ld  be 
tem p ered  by th e  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  f a m i ly  p h i lo s o p h y ,  
and community c o n t a c t s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  ev e ry  
s c h o o l  s h o u ld  be a l e r t  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  
a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  a g e n t  f o r  t h i s  n e c e s s a r y  co­
o p e r a t i o n .
The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  p la y e d  a  s p e c i a l  
r o l e  n o t  o n ly  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  th e  i n t i m a t e ,  dynamic r e l a t i o n  
o f  s c h o o l  and  community b u t  a l s o  i n  h e l p in g  th e  s c h o o l  make 
e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  th e  community and i t s  r e s o u r c e s .  I n  th e  
f o r t y - t w o  y e a r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  in  t h i s  s t a t e ,  th e  L o u is ia n a  
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  and i t s  members have w orked
2^^M rs. Thomas E . S p a in ,  "LStJ Workshop P ro v id e s  
T r a in in g ,  I n s p i r a t i o n , " L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a o h e r  B u l l e t i n , 
XXV ( S e p te m b e r -O c to b e r ,  1961)» p . 1*
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c o n s i s t e n t l y  and w i th  s i n c e r e  e f f o r t s  f o r  th e  ach iev e m en t 
o f  i t s  g o a l s .  There w ere t im e s  when i t s  s u c c e s s  was con­
s i d e r a b l e ,  and  o th e r  t im e s  when i t  was l e s s  s o .  However,
th e  im p o r ta n t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  c o n t in u e d
to  f u n c t i o n .  I t  h a s  m a in ta in e d  th e  i d e a l s ,  th e  c o n v ic ­
t i o n s ,  and t h e  hopes  o f  i t s  f o u n d e r s .  D e s p i te  th e  d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  t im e s ,  t h e  z e a l  and e n th u s ia s m  o f  i t s  e a r l y  
l e a d e r s  have  n o t  d im in is h e d .
APPENDIX
O b je c ts  o f  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n
To prom ote th e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  and  y o u th  i n  home,
s c h o o l ,  c h u rch , and community.
To r a i s e  t h e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  home l i f e .
To s e c u r e  a d e q u a te  law s f o r  th e  c a r e  and p r o t e c t i o n  o f  
c h i l d r e n  and y o u th .
To t i r in g  i n t o  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n  th e  home and  t h e  s c h o o l ,  
t h a t  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  may c o o p e r a te  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  
i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  c h i l d .
To d e v e lo p  betw een  e d u c a to r s  and th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  su c h  
u n i t e d  e f f o r t s  a s  w i l l  s e c u r e  f o r  e v e ry  c h i l d  th e  
h i g h e s t  a d v a n ta g e s  i n  p h y s i c a l ,  m e n ta l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 
s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a t io n .
The P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  P ra y e r
Thou who h a s  c a l l e d  us  o u t  o f  d a rk n e s s  t o  be th e  
b e a r e r s  o f  l i g h t ;  we b e s e e c h  th e e  t o  make us  h e l p e r s  i n  
th e  w o r ld .  Take away from  u s  th e  lo v e  o f  e a se  and th e  
f e a r  o f  men. Show u s  t h e  s im p le  t h i n g  t h a t  we can  do t o  
h e lp  o u r  n e ig h b o r s  to  be good . B r ig h te n  th e  d a i l y  ro u n d  
o f  t a s k s  t h a t  we have u n d e r ta k e n  a r e  a r e  te m p te d  to  n e g ­
l e c t .  Make u s  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  t r u s t  t h a t  l i f e  h a s  p u t  
upon u s ;  h o ld  us  to  t h e  h u m b le s t  d u ty .  P r e p a r e  our h e a r t s  
i n  sym pathy t o  be p a r t n e r s  i n  s u f f e r i n g  w i th  t h e  weak; 
p a r t n e r s  i n  e a g e r  s e r v i c e  w i th  t h e  s t r o n g .  R ev ea l to  us  
th e  w a v e r in g  ra n k s  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  upward 
t h a t  we may c h e e r  and  s u p p o r t  o u r  com rades unknown. Re­
move from  u s  t h e  lo v e  o f  g l o r y  and  t h e  t h i r s t  f o r  p r a i s e .  
Give u s ,  i n  w e a r in e s s ,  r e f r e s h m e n t ,  and i n  s t r e n g t h ,  p e a c e ;  
b u t  when we a r e  i d l e ,  se n d  shame, and  when we a r e  f a l s e ,  
send  f e a r ,  t o  b r in g  u s  b ac k  to  t h e e .  By th y  lo v e  r e s t r a i n  
our c e n s o r io u s  sp e e c h  and t e a c h  u s  t o  commend. By t h y  
wisdom e n l i g h t e n  our p l a n s ,  and d i r e c t  our en d e a v o rs  f o r  
th e  commonwealth. And g iv e  to  u s  th e  v i s i o n  o f  t h a t  
b r i g h t e s t  C i ty  o f  God upon e a r t h  w here a l l  s h a l l  s h a r e  th e  
b e s t  th e y  h a v e ,  i n  th o u g h t  and deed , and none s h a l l  harm
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n o r  make a f r a i d .  And e s t a b l i s h  thou, th e  work o f  o u r  
hands upon u s ;  y e a ,  th e  work o f  o u r  hands e s t a b l i s h  th o u  
i t .  Amen. — P ra y e r  u s e d  by Dr. R a n d a l l  J .  Condon, who 
i s  f i f t h  v ic e - p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  
and T e a c h e rs ,  a t  th e  c l o s e  o f  th e  V esper  S e r v ic e  o f  th e  
C onven tion  o f  t h e  C ongress  a t  C le v e la n d ,  Ohio, Sunday 
a f t e r n o o n ,  A p r i l  29, 1 9 2 8 . The a u th o r  i s  unknown.
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n  C reed
B enjam in  0 . W ist 
P r e s i d e n t ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Normal School o f  H awaii
We b e l i e v e  i n  th e  home a s  th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n  d ev e lo p ed  by m ankind f o r  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  and 
developm ent o f  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e .
We b e l i e v e  in  th e  s c h o o l  a s  th e  b e s t  agency  y e t  
c r e a t e d  to  s e rv e  th e  home, su p p le m e n t in g  i t  and  c o o p e r a t ­
in g  w i th  i t  i n  th e  n o b l e s t  work o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o f  human c h a r a c t e r .
We b e l i e v e  in  t h e  p a r e n t  whose u n s e l f i s h  lo v e  f o r  
and i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  c h i l d  makes p o s s i b l e  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  
o f  an i d e a l .
We b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r  whose f a i t h  i n  th e  f u t u r e  
n e v e r  d i e s ;  who p l a c e s  s e r v i c e  to  y o u th  above a l l  t h i n g s  
m a t e r i a l ;  whose lo v e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  t r a n s c e n d s  a l l  save  t h a t  
o f  h i s  m o th e r .
We b e l i e v e  i n  th e  c h i l d ,  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  to d a y ,  
th e  hope o f  tom orrow; t h e  b in d in g  t i e  o f  p a r e n t s ;  th e  s o u l  
o f  t e a c h i n g .
And so we b e l i e v e  in  t h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  
n o t  a s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s  c r e a t e d  t o  supp lem en t 
th e  s c h o o l  i n  a  t a s k  beyond  i t ;  n o t  as  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
t e a c h e r s  c r e a t e d  to  l e s s e n  t h e i r  l o a d ;  b u t  a s  an o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  c r e a t e d  by t h e s e  i n  t h e  i n ­
t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  m ost p r i c e l e s s  p o s s e s s io n ,  th e  c h i l d .
— H aw aii E d u c a t io n a l  R eview .
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N a t io n a l  PTA P u b l i c a t i o n s
A c tio n  P rogram : New A d v e n tu re s  in  PTA L e a d e r s h ip  and
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
A ss ignm en ts  f o r  th e  S i x t i e s , ( i9 6 0  W hite House C onfer-  
ence  re c o m m e n d a t io n s .)
Bylaws ( N a t i o n a l ) .
C h i ld re n  and T h e i r  E m o tio n a l  H e a l t h .
C o n v en tio n  D i g e s t . (A nnual p u b l i c a t i o n )
C o u n c i ls  o f  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s .
P ounders  Bay p a m p h le ts .  (S ee  c u r r e n t  and b ack  i s s u e s .  P o r  
f u r t h e r  P ounders  Bay in f o r m a t i o n ,  a l s o  s e e  O c to b e r-  
P e b ru a ry  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  B u l l e t i n . )
Good R e ad in g  f o r  P a r e n t s .
G uid ing  C h i ld r e n  as  They Grow.
Happy J o u r n e y .
How to  Love a C o u n t ry .
In  A l l  Good F a i t h s . A P a r e n t s '  Guide to  C h a ra c te r  and 
S p i r i t u a l  E d u c a t io n .
I t ' s  H igh Tim e.
J u n io r  H i-W ays.
K eep ing  C h i ld r e n  H e a l th y . The PTA Program  f o r  C on tinuous  
H e a l th  S u p e r v i s io n .
L ooking  I n  on Your S ch o o l:  Q u e s t io n s  to  Guide PTA P ac t
F in d e r s "
Mass M edia and  t h e  PTA.
N a t i o n a l  C ongress  B u l l e t i n . (30  c e n t s  a  y e a r ,  10 i s s u e s .  
T im ely  news and  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  a l l  PTA mem bers.)
The N a t i o n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e rs — S ta te m e n t  
o f  P r i n c i p i e  s .
New Hope f o r  A u d ie n c e s .
O rg a n iz in g  a  PTA.
PTA E x h i b i t s .
The PTA i n  t h e  L o ca l Community.
The P ~ ‘ *' ; i n e . ($ 1 .5 0  a y e a r  i n  U .S . and  p o s s e s s io n s
The PTA M agazine s t u d y - d i e s u s s i o n  program  announcem ents 
" an d  p ro m o tio n  l e a f l e t s .
L e g i s l a t i o n  P ro g ram . ( R e p r i n t  from  N a t io n a l  Congress 
B u l l e t i n . }
10 i s s u e s . )
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PTA M anual.
PTA O b je c ts  Bookmark.
PTA P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s ;  A P u b l i c i t y  Handbook.
PTA Room R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .
P e r s o n a l  to  School P r i n c i p a l s .
P r o c e e d in g s . (Annual p u b l i c a t i o n . )
Program  I d e a s  on M ental H e a l t h .
P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  S p e c ia l  I n t e r e s t  to  PTA L ea d e rs  and Members 
( w i th  o rd e r  b l a n k ) .  ——
R a is in g  and U sing PTA F u n d s .
S choo ls  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n .
S ig n a l s  f o r  S a fe ty  (w i th  s tu d y  g u id e ) .
The S to ry  o f  th e  Rocky M ountain  P r o . j e c t .
A T e a c h e r 's  Guide to  th e  PTA.
T h in k in g  S t r a i g h t  About P r i n k i n g .
What PTA Members Should  Know About J u v e n i l e  D e lin q u en cy ;
A Guide f o r  A ction '.
When P a r e n t s  S tudy  T h e i r  Jo b :  T echn iques f o r  PTA D isc u s -
s io n  G roups.
Where C h i ld re n  Come F i r s t .
Working w i th  Youth Through th e  High School PTA.
You and th e  L e g i s l a t i o n  P rog ram .
Your G i f t e d  C h i l d .
Your PTA— Q u a l i ty  i n  Q u a n t i t y .
R a t io n a l  PTA Membership P rom otion  L e a f l e t s  
D o n 't  Be a D ropout P a r e n t .
For Men O n ly .
Help Wanted; Men and Women.
An I n v i t a t i o n  to  th e  T e a c h e rs  o f  America from th e  PTA.
P i c t u r e  Y o u r s e l f  i n  th e  PTA.
S a fe g u a rd  Your In v e s tm e n t  Through th e  PTA.
U sted  Debe S er  Miembro de R u e s t r a  PTA. ( S im i l a r  t o  You
B elong  i n  Our i n  S p a n i s h ) .
You.Are Reeded i n  Our PTA.
You B elong  i n  Our PTA.
Why Our PTA I s  a  U n it  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  
and T e a c h e rs .
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Urogram
gou io ic tna  gUrttc ©m tfcvcnce 
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Orunewald Hotel—Gold Room.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9th, 1923 ' •
M b s . V ib g il  B bow ke, Pres. N. O. Council P. T. A, Presiding. 
9:30-10:00—R egistration of Members
10:00—Invocation o r P r a y e r .......................................Rev. U. D. Mooney
M u s ic ....M iss  Mary M. Conway, Music Supervisor N.O. P . S. 
10:16—G reetin g s,.. . .  Mrs. Virgil Browne, Pres. Council P, T. Ass’n
G reetings......................................S ta te  Departm ent of Education
G re e tin g s . . . ..............Miss Annbel Burdick, Rational Board of
Vocational Education
G reetings............................................... Lewis H. Yarbrough,
Pres, of Misa: P . T. A.
G reetings.............................. N. O. Federation of W omen's Clubs
Mrs, P, J . Friedrichs, Pres.
Reasons for O rganisation  Mrs. E. A. Fowler, Hon. Pres.
N. O. Council.
11:46—A ddress of National P resid en t, Mrs. Milton P . Higgins
11:46—R e sp o n se .. . Dr. Brant V. Dixon, Pres. Em eritus Newcomb
College
12:00—L uncheon................................................................. Grunewald Cave
ORGANIZATION MEETING 
2:00—Mrs. W inifred Carberry, National Field Secretary, Presiding 
ApjMjintment of Committee on Constitution.
Appointm ent of Committee on Nominations
2:16-3:00—Public W elfare  Dr. J .  W ytoff, Dean of Dept, of
Souiology, Tulane U niversity
3:00-3:30— . . . .  Round Table Discussion, Reports from Associations 
M u s ic ... .H ig h  School Student, Miss Conway, Supt. of Music
in Public Schools.
3:30—Report of Nom inating Committee
R eport of Committee on Constitution 
Election of Officers
Welcome to S ta te  O fficers., .    Mrs. Milton P . H iggins
R esponse,....................................   S ta te  President
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10th.
10:00-10:46—E d u c a tio n ,.. ..S u p t. J . M. Gwinn, N. O. Public Schools ' 
10:46-11:30—Home Service.......... Dr. John  M. Fletcher, Dean of
Dept, of Psychology, Tulane University
11:30-12:12—H e a lth ,............Dr. Oscar W. Bethea, Prof. Therapeutics
Tulane University
M usle......................  ...G ram m er Schools Pupils
Luncheon Keservatlone can be made by Gnl. 2778, Oal, 1422-W 
or Wal. 2707-J.
"All In te re s ted  In C hildren  Invited"
S o u rce :  M rs. E. A. F o w le r ,  H i s to r y  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  from  I t s  O r g a n iz a t io n  i n  1923 
to  1943 (.New O r le a n s :  Henry A l le n  Com m ercial S ch o o l,
1 9 4 3 ), P. 9 .
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C h a r te r  Members o f  th e  
L o u is ia n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c ia t i o n
A ddress  o f  U n it Name o f  P r e s i d e n t Number o f  
Members
A b b e v i l le M rs . H. A. E ld r id g e 100
A rc a d ia M rs . J .  P . Wagner 20
B o g a lu sa -L o n g  Ave. School M rs. E th e l  M i t c h e l l 54
11 -H ig h  School Mrs. H. E. Hoppen 60
" - S u p e r i o r  Ave. " M rs. M. R. D orsey 75
M -C o lum bia  S t .  " M rs . L. T. R ic h a rd so n 65
11 - C e n t r a l  Grammar M rs. P e a r l  Manley 65
B aton  R o u g e -B eau re g a rd M rs. C. F. Durham 25
" -N . B o u lev a rd M rs. J .  B. G a r r e t t 32
B o s s ie r  C i ty M rs. H a t t i e  Ward 30
Colum bia Mrs. I . B. May 60
Denham S p r in g s Mrs. J .  P . B ra s h e a r s 23
De R id d e r P ro f . W. C. R oa t 100
E rw in w il le Mrs. E. J .  C hustz 50
F o s te r M rs. C. P . B u rg u r ie s 25
G a r y v i l l e M rs. D. A. Olden 25
Glenmora Mrs. R. G. B ev in s ?
Hammond Mrs. F. L. P a n t e l 63-
J e n n in g s M rs. J .  0 .  M o d is e t te 150
L e v e r t -A d d is Mrs. 0 . S. F o r e s t 36
Lake A r th u r M rs . W. M. Buchanan 112
Mangham M rs. James de Moss 50
Monroe M rs. H. E. R ic h a rd s 50
New I b e r i a Mrs. C. W. O u th w ait 50
New O rleans-A udubon  School Mrs. J .  D ouglas 20
« : '• -B e a u re g a rd  0 Mrs. V. F. W intz 70
•1 •• -Howard #1 M rs. T. F. F r a l e y 100
” H -McDonogh #23 Dr. W. R. S t ra n g e 50
« » -L a  S a l l e M rs . T. C. Hohn 50
" H - B e n j .F r a n k l i n Dr. A. McShane 50
•I " - R o b e r t  Davey Mrs. L. A. B row nlee 50
Noble M rs. J .  M. Tatum 50
P o n tc h a to u la Mrs. W. E. B ranch 23
P o r t  A l le n Mrs. L. Y. C o les 50
P laquem ine Mrs. J .  D. C o itm en t ?
Roanoke Rev. F. J .  Hoke 56
R in g g o ld Mrs. A. E. Woodward 50
R e se rv e Mrs. J . 0 . Montague ?
S t .  Rose M rs. M. K. Thomen 14-
W in n f ie ld Mrs. A. L . McDonald 50
W estlak e Mrs. T. S. Megason 50
Welsh Mrs. W. E . F au g h t 50
W innsboro Miss Susan P a rd u e ?
S o u rc e :  M rs. E. A. F o w le r ,  H i s to r y  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  from  I t s  D r g a n i z a t i o n i n "1923 
to  19T 3 (New O r le a n s :  H enry A lle n  Com mercial S choo l,
I3TJ77~P. 1 3 .
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S u g g e s te d  M a te r i a l  f o r  Study Groups 
and P a r e n t - E d u c a t i o n , 1941-1942
F am ily  L i f e  E d u c a t io n
D efen se  B eg in s  a t  Home -  Study Course b e g in n in g  i n  Septem- 
b e r ,  1941* i s s u e  o f  N a t io n a l  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  M agazine
D eve lop ing  S e c u r i t y  i n  th e  Fam ily  -  E d i t e d  t a l k s  o f  th e  
r a d i o  s e r i e s  o f  1941 -  a v a i l a b l e  a t  S t a t e  P . - T .A .
O ff ic e
L e a rn in g  to  be  Good P a r e n t s  -  S a ltzm an  -  M anthorne and 
Burach -  P r ic e  250
There i s  No P la c e  L ik e  Home -  E llenw ood -  S c r ib n e r s  -  
P r i c e  $ 2 .0 0
L iv in g  T o g e th e r  in  t h e  Family -  Dennis -  American Home
Econom ics A s s o c ia t i o n ,  W ash ing ton , D.G. -  P r i c e  $1.10
P re -S c h o o l  C h ild
How We Grow -  Study C o u rse  b e g in n in g  i n  S ep tem ber, 1941 j 
i s s u e  o f  N a t io n a l  P a r e n t -T e a c h e r  M agazine
S tudy  Course i n  C h i ld  Care -  o u t l i n e  a v a i l a b l e  S t a t e  P . -T .A .  
O ff ic e
Home G uidance f o r  th e  Young C h i ld  -  Langdon -  John  Day Co. -  
P r i c e  $ 2 .7 5
C h i ld  in  t h e  Family -  Anderson -  A p p le to n  C en tury  -  
 P r i c e $ 2 .0 6
G u id in g  th e  Young C h i ld  -  N a t io n a l  C o n g ress  o f  P a r e n t s  and
T e a c h e rs  -  o b ta in e d  a t  S t a t e  P .-T .A .  o f f i c e  -  P r i c e  150
M is c e l la n e o u s
We, t h e  C i t i z e n s  -  N a t i o n a l  C ongress  o f  P a r e n t s  an d  T e a c h e rs  -  
o b ta in e d  a t  S t a t e  P .-T .A . O f f ic e  -  P r i c e  150
S c h o o ls  f o r  Democracy -  N a t io n a l  C ongress o f  P a r e n t s  and 
T e a c h e rs  -  o b ta in e d  a t  t h e  S ta t e  P . - T .A .  O f f i c e  -  
P r i c e  250
Alabama -  Guide to  t h e  Deep S o u th  -  W r i t e r s  P r o j e c t ,  WPA -  
R ic h a rd  R. Sm ith , New York -  P r i c e  $ 2 .7 5
S tu d y  Group L ead ers
The A r t  o f  L e a d e r s h ip  -  Tead -  M cG raw -H ill, New Y ork -  
P r i c e  $ 2 .5 0
A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  -  H e w it t  & M ather -  A p p le to n  C e n tu ry  -
 P r i c e  *1775
D is c u s s io n  Methods f o r  A dult Groups -  F a n s l e r  -  A m erican
A ssn. f o r  A dult E d u c a t io n ,  SO E a s t  42nd S t . ,  New York
Source: L o u is ia n a  P aren t Teacher A s s o c ia t io n , M inutes o f
the M eeting o f  the Board o f M anagers, R ep ort o f  Chairman
on P arent E d u cation , A p r il 1 9 , 1941 .
SUGGESTED PLAN OP REORGANIZATION OP THE LOUISIANA
STATE DEPARTMENT OP EDUCATION
D i r e c t o r ,  D iv i s io n  o f  
H igher  E d u c a t io n
D i r e c t o r ,  D iv i s io n  o f  
Schoo l A d m in is t r a t io n
D i r e c t o r ,  D iv i s i o n  o f  
I n s t r u c t i o n
L eg a l s e r v i c e s  by a s t a f f  member 
o r  an a s s i s t a n t  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  
a s s ig n e d  t o  th e  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n t 
o f  e d u c a t io n
C o - o r d in a to r  o f  E d u c a t io n a l  
P la n n in g  and  R e se a rc h
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OP PUBLIC EDUCATION 
(A p p o in te d  by th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n ;  
S t a f f  o f  S t a t e  D epartm ent Nominated by S t a t e  
S u p e r in te n d e n t  and a p p o in te d  by th e  S t a t e  B o a rd .)
STATE BOARD OP EDUCATION 
E ig h t  Members 
( e l e c t e d  by t h e  p e o p le )  
E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
S t a t e  B oard  ( t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t )
(C o n tin u e d  on n e x t  page) 200
SUGGESTED PLAN OP REORGANIZATION OP THE LOUISIANA
STATE DEPARTMENT OP EDUCATION (co n tin u ed )
S u p e r v is o r  o f  B u s in e s s  
and F in an c e  
S u p e r v is o r  o f  School 
Houses
S u p e r v is o r  o f  A tten d an ce  
S u p e r v i s o r  o f  S t a t i s t i c s  
and S p e c i a l  S e r v ic e s  
S u p e r v is o r  o f  M a te r i a l s  
o f  I n s t r u c t i o n  
A s s i s t a n t  
(O th e r s  t o  he d e te rm in e d  
hy S t a t e  B oard  on Super­
i n t e n d e n t ' s  Recommenda­
t i o n  a s  n e e d s  a r i s e . )
S t a t e  C o l le g e s  
S ch o o ls  f o r  Deaf 
S choo ls  f o r  B l in d  
O ther  S p e c ia l  S choo ls
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  C le rk
S o u rce :  L o u i s i a n a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  B u l l e t i n ,
IX ( Apr i l , 19 46)» 3•
S u p e rv is o r  o f  E lem en ta ry  
S ch o o ls , Two A s s i s t a n t s  
S u p e rv is o r  o f  S econdary  
S choo ls , Two A s s i s t a n t s  
S u p e rv is o r  o f  V o c a t io n a l  
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Two 
A s s i s t a n t s  
S u p e rv is o r  o f  Home Ec. & 
School Lunch Program , 
Two a s s i s t a n t s  
S u p e rv is o r  o f  T rade &
In d .  E d . ,  Two A s s i s ­
t a n t s
S u p e r v is o r  o f  B us. Ed. 
S u p e rv is o r  o f  Occupa­
t i o n a l  I n fo r m a t io n  and 
Guidance 
S u p e rv is o r  o f  D i s t r i b u ­
t i v e  Ed.
S u p e r v is o r  o f  V o c a t io n a l  
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
S t a f f  o f  11 in c l u d i n g  
a s s i s t a n t  f i e l d  a g e n ts ,  
m e d ic a l  w o rk e r ,  e t c .  
S u p e rv is o r  o f  Negro 
S c h o o ls ,  A s s i s t a n t  
S u p e rv is o r  H e a l th ,  S a fe ­
t y  and P hys . Ed. 
S u p e r v is o r  o f  M usic, 
A s s i s t a n t  
S u p e r v is o r  o f  A rt  
S u p e r v is o r  o f  Schoo l L ib s
rooH
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L o u is ia n a  P .T . A . F ig h ts  fo r  th e  L and
IN the past few months such words as "hidden hunger," "soil suicide," and “sound community economy” have 
become alive with meaning throughout 
the whole sta te  of Louisiana. Ever since 
the Louisiana Parent-Teacher Associa­
tion began a dramatic educational cam­
paign a t its twelve district meetings last 
fall, a goodly part of the state has 
learned the tragedy of soil erosion.
Realizing that the people of the state must know 
the facts before they can take organized action to 
conserve Louisiana’s precious topsoil, the state 
parent-teacher leaders chose an expert to tell the 
story a t  each of those district meetings. John W. 
Cockerham, of the U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture Soil Conservation Service, presented by pic­
tures and by lecture “The Relationship of Soil 
Erosion, Soil Fertility, and Human Health.” Mr. 
Cockerham was accompanied by the president of 
the Louisiana branch.
Those who attended the meetings were pro­
foundly impressed with one simple fact: If we 
continue to destroy our soil, our children will go 
hungry. Louisianians who viewed the pictures of 
the eroded wastelands of their own state can now 
read between the newspaper headlines describing 
the hunger and famine in large parts of the world 
today. They saw pictures of worn-out soil and 
impoverished people—and other more hopeful pic­
tures illustrating how, under intelligent, scientific 
farm ing conditions, lands may be reclaimed, fer­
tility restored, and fu rther erosion stopped. In 
these sections of the state, prosperity has come to 
the farm er, and school, church, and community all 
share in its  benefits. The fact tha t this was no 
dream of the future but a present actuality was 
demonstrated when the lecturer named both the 
areas and the people.
Soil— Salvation of the People
However, he pointed out again and again tha t saving Boil, water, and forests in Louisiana 
must never be an end in itse lf; its only purpose is 
to provide better lives for the people. All th a t we 
are—physically a t least—depends on what we eat, 
drink, and breathe. Indeed, the soil in which our 
food is grown largely determines our health, our 
intelligence, and to some measure our character.
For a  g rea t many years people have been rob­
bing poor and good soils alike of the very sub­
stances th a t  are necessary for growth, resistance 
to  disease, and long life. But poor soils are sick 
soils, and sick Boils mean sick crops, sick animals,
and sick people. This is why physicians 
and nutritionists are convinced that we 
must make an all-out effort to prevent 
illness by building physical health with 
naturally fortified food elements.
To illustrate this point, the speaker 
showed his audiences pictures of rats, 
guinea pigs, and other laboratory ani­
mals who were denied the proper min­
erals in their food. A test with rats 
proved that decreasing the calcium in their diet 
limited their size, the development of their bone 
structure, their general health, and al30 their in­
telligence. Therefore land that is poor in minerals 
and produces inferior foods for men and animals 
cannot fail to undermine the population.
The parent-teacher members were stirred by 
this information. They heard, in summary, that 
our land is still being washed and blown away 
and that our soil continues to grow poorer. More 
and more of Louisiana’s people suffer from  nutri­
tional diseases; more and more of them  are living 
in poverty on lands th a t were once rich and fertile.
Convinced that the problem of soil erosion is 
everyone’s concert!, the Louisiana Parent-Teacher 
Association, through its educational programs, is 
showing the citizens of the state how technical 
assistance may be secured—th a t is, from  the Soil 
Conservation Service of the United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture, from the respective parish 
(county) agriculture agents, 4-H clubs, U.S. Pub­
lic Health Service units, and other agencies. This 
state branch is calling on the legislature and on 
Congress to provide better conservation laws and 
adequate funds to extend needed services. It is 
appealing to bankers and credit associations to 
make necessary loans to farm ers, and it is request­
ing housewives and the buying public to demand 
fresh produce grown from rich soil.
The success of th is educational campaign to 
awaken the people of Louisiana has been assured 
by the enthusiastic interest of parent-teacher 
leaders and members who attended those twelve 
district meetings last fall. The newspapers not only 
covered all the meetings but published thoughtful 
editorials on the subject of soil conservation. Pub­
lic libraries are providing selected reading mate­
rials for parent-teacher study groups and pro­
grams. So much has already been accomplished 
th a t the Louisiana Parent-Teacher Association 
foresees notable success for its united, long-term 
drive to stop soil suicide, build sound community 
economy, and prevent the hidden hunger of too 
many of Louisiana’s men, women, and children.
—Marguerite A. Vincent
Mr*. W. S. Vincent PretidtnlI.ouiniana Congress
36 N a t i o n a l  P a u n t . T k a c h u  •  January IMS
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S i l v e r  A n n iv e rsa ry
T h is  i s  th e  s i l v e r  a n n i v e r s a r y  
Of L o u i s i a n a ' s  PTA 
We p a u s e  to  ponder t h e  m i l e s to n e s  
On t h i s  happy 25th  b i r t h d a y .
H e r e 's  a s t o r y  o f  lo v e  and d e v o t io n  
Of f a i t h  in  t h e  B o o k 's  Golden R u les  
Whose l e a d e r s  most l o y a l  and z e a lo u s ,
Have c l a s p e d  hands w i th  th e  homes and s c h o o l s .
Now t h i s  s t r o n g  and g r e a t  o r g a n iz a t i o n  
Began a f t e r  a  s ie g e  o f  th e  f l u ,
When th e  New O r le a n s '  s c h o o l  b o a rd  d e c id e d  to  l e n g th e n  
The s c h o o l  day w ith  h o u r s  two.
The f l u  p la g u e d  c h i l d r e n ' s  p a r e n t s  
A l l  met to  p r o t e s t  and  ask 
T hat t h e  b o a r d  k in d ly  r e v e r s e  i t s  r u l i n g  
And re v o k e  t h e  e x t r a  t a s k .
The b o a rd  v e r y  g r a c i o u s l y  c o n s e n te d  
The p a r e n t s  w ere p l e a s e d  w i th  t h e i r  work 
And q u ic k ly  t h e y  saw a l l  ab o u t them 
Many d u t i e s  t h e y  s h o u ld  n o t  s h i r k .
So dynam ic, co u rag e o u s  Mrs. Fow ler 
S u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  i n v i t e  
The N a t i o n a l  PTA l e a d e r  
Mrs. H ig g in s ,  to  h e lp  them u n i t e .
'Twas done an d  in  th e  month o f  A p r i l  
N in e te e n  h u n d re d  and t w e n t y - t h r e e  
Mrs. V i r g i l  Browne became p r e s i d e n t  
Of a g roup  w i t h  f i n e  c o rp s  d ' e s p r i t .
The a c t i v i t i e s  were many and v a r i e d  
And c o n s i s t e d  m o s t ly  o f  g i f t s .
They p le d g e d  t o  c o o p e r a te ,  n o t  i n t e r f e r e ,
And th u s  a v o id e d  many r i f t s .
E d u c a t io n a l  Day was i n a u g u r a t e d  
At T u lan e  and  Newcomb C o l le g e  
The h ig h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  v i s i t e d  
These f o u n ta in - h e a d s  o f  know ledge .
The n e x t  p r e s i d e n t  was Mrs. A lcus  
Who k e p t  a l l  th e  g a in s  on our s c o re  
And a d v o c a te d  a  C h i ld  G uidance C l in ic  
Then added 70 u n i t s  m ore.
The W orld C o u r t  and m usic  and  a r t  
Were e n d o rs e d  by t h i s  b ra v e  g roup  
Which hoped th ro u g h ' l i b r a r i e s  and l e a r n i n g  
To d e s t r o y  i l l i t e r a c y  a t  one coup.
Mrs. Jo h n so n  fo l lo w e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  
For s c h o o l  m usic  she was a p r e a c h e r  
She gave  us t h e  Summer Round-Up 
And o u r  m ag az in e , The P a r e n t  T ea ch e r .
The o r g a n i z a t i o n  was g row ing
And th o u g h  l o o s e ,  i t  was dynamic
For t h e  n e x t  p e r io d  shows t h e  developm ent
Of teamwork d e v ic e s  m e ch an ic .
The home and th e  s c h o o l  w ere a p p ro a c h in g  
A s t a t e  o f  u n io n  i n  f a i t h  and  p la n s  
For home and s c h o o l  c o o p e r a t i o n  
I s  th e  hope f o r  our C a r i t a s  and  Dans.
Mrs. Meade was th e  f o u r t h  p r e s i d e n t  
And by A p r i l  o f  T h ir ty -T w o  
A c h i l d  g u id a n c e  c l i n i c  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
And o p e r a t i n g  a t  T u lane  U.
The W hite  House C h i ld  C o n fe re n c e  
Had i t s  f o l lo w -u p  in  L o u i s i a n a  
W ith s p e a k e r s  l i k e  Groves and  G e se l l  
C a r r y in g  "The C h i ld  Four S q u a re"  b a n n e r .
A d r iv e  was made on i l l i t e r a c y
They t r i e d  t o  d e a l  a  d e a th  b low
V/ith t h e  s lo g a n ,  "Each one, t e a c h  one"
They made a  f i n e  and  b ra v e  show.
A m em bership  o f  tw e n ty  th o u s a n d  
Mrs. M a ilh e s  f e l t  we sh o u ld  r a t e  
And h e r  p r e s id e n c y  fo u n d  us  l i s t e d  
As a G old S t a r  Honor S t a t e .
In  th e  N a t i o n a l  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  C ongress  
She was s i x t h  V ice  P r e s i d e n t  
She p l e d  f o r  a  N a t io n a l  C h i ld  Labor B i l l ,  
On th e  1 2 th  h ig h  s c h o o l  y e a r  she was b e n t .
Mrs'. [ A lb e r t  Sm ith  was m e t ic u lo u s  
Her e a r n e s t  g o a l s  w ere  t h r e e  
More m em bersh ip , p e r f e c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
W ith f i n a n c e s  b o th  ample and  f r e e .
S a f e ty  was made a  s t a t e  p r o j e c t  
The P rogram  B o o k le t  made i t s  bow 
The g o v e rn o r  p ro c la im e d  PTA week 
I n  O c to b e r  th e n  a s  now.
M rs. W a l te r s  now l o s t  h e r  p e t  v ic e  
V i c e - p r e s . ,  t h a t  i s ,  you know 
For she now became o u r  p r e s i d e n t  
And began  to  ru n  t h e  g r e a t  show.
She c a r r i e d  fo rw a rd  th e  S m ith  p la n s  
Em phasized  n e u t r a l i t y  and arm s o n ly  f o r  d e f e n s e ,  
P le d  f o r  k i n d e r g a r t e n s  and s o c i a l  h y g ie n e  
Showed s a f e t y ' s  v a l u e  in  d o l l a r s  and c e n t s .
The home and  th e  s c h o o l  came s t i l l  c l o s e r  
Long tim e  p la n n in g  p o in t e d  t h e  way.
For h e a d s ,  h e a r t s ,  and  h an d s  now jo i n e d  
I n  a  th o ro u g h  s t a t e w id e  s c h o o l  su rv e y .
M rs. B la n c h a rd ,  p e t i t e  b u t  f o r c e f u l  
D e a l t  d i p h t h e r i a  a f a t a l  b low .
A d v o c a tin g  u n i v e r s a l  im m u n iza tio n  
To keep  ru d d y  th e  y o u t h f u l  c h e e k 's  g low .
Money f o r  o u r  c o l l e g e s  and l i b r a r y  com m issions 
Was s e c u r e d  th ro u g h  o u r  work and h e r  v o ic e  
Committee Chairmen a d d r e s s e d  v a r io u s  c o n v e n t io n s  
The B u l l e t i n *s d r e s s  now became more c h o ic e .
I n n o v a t io n s  were f r e q u e n t  an d  v a r i e d  
Many c o u n c i l s  sp ra n g  up i n  t h e  s t a t e  
A PTA I n s t i t u t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
And f a t h e r s  as  p a r e n t s  now r a t e .
M rs. Fagan Cox th e n  su c c e e d e d
And became our s t a t e  PTA h e a d
Her te rm  was b r i e f  b u t  she m arked a  c o u rs e
And showed u s  th e  way we m u st t r e a d .
Her g e n iu s  l a y  i n  u t i l i z i n g  
The t a l e n t s  o f  our o r g a n i z a t i o n  
To a c h ie v e  th e  work i n  o u r  s t a t e  
And r e a c h  t h e  g o a l s  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n .
As k ee n  a s  h e r  name, and  a s  c l e v e r  
M rs. R oger Sharp  n e x t  g u id e s  our f a t e ,
"Books f o r  c h i l d r e n , "  "$22 p e r  e d u c a b le "
Became s lo g a n s  f o r  o u r - s t a t e .
Com pulsory a t te n d a n c e  and  v i s i t i n g  t e a c h e r s
M enta l H ygiene and H e a l th  E d u c a t io n
Were on th e  PTA agenda
Both f o r  th e  s t a t e  and th e  n a t i o n .
Her name means two th o u sa n d
In  o u r  sw ee t and g e n t l e  F re n ch  to n g u e ,
l i k e  s i x t y  s h e ' s  " A c t iv a t i n g  Democracy"
And h e r  p r a i s e s  a r e  b e in g  su n g .
P r e s i d e n t  M a rg u e r i te  h a s  p r e s e n te d  h e r  o f f i c e r s  
Now w e ' l l  j o i n  in  a j o l l y  song 
W hile we g iv e  our d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p r e s i d e n t s  
The sw e e ts  t h a t  to  th e  sw ee t b e lo n g .
Guard, T ra in ,  Develop o u r  c h i l d r e n
Home and  s c h o o l  u n i t e  and  a g re e
To b e t t e r  homes, s c h o o l s ,  c h i l d r e n  and l e a d e r s
We d e d i c a t e  t h i s  S i l v e r  J u b i l e e .
— Mrs. E u l a l i e  P. McCoy
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S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t s
1923-24 M rs. V i r g i l  Browne . . . . P r a n k l in
1924-27 M rs. Henry A lcu s  ................... D eceased
1927-28 Mrs r C. L. Jo h n so n  . . . . R a y v i l l e
1928-32 M rs. George P . Meade . . . New O rle a n s
1932-35 M rs. L. A. M a ilh e s  . . . . D eceased
1935-37 M rs. A lb e r t  L. S m ith  . . . W in n f ie ld
1937-38 M rs. E. Pay W a lte r  . . . . Winnsboro:,
1938-41 M rs. P a u l  A. B la n c h a rd  . . New O rle a n s
1941-43 M rs. Pagan  Cox . . . . . . Monroe
1943-47 M rs. R oger P . S h arp  . . . New O rle a n s
1947-50 M rs. W. S. V in c e n t  . . . . Monroe
1950-53 M rs. J .  H. S t r i n g e r  . . . B a ton  Rouge
1953-56 M rs . J .  S. G off  ................... S h re v e p o r t
1956-59 M rs. George B. W a l th e r ,  J r . Lake C h a r le s
1959-62 M rs . W il l ia m  B. M yrick . . B a to n  Rouge
1962-65 Mr. Lawrence E. H ig g in s B aton  Rouge
1965- M rs . H. A. Cory ................... S h re v e p o r t
S t a t e  C o n v e n tio n s
1923— New O r le a n s  
19 24— B o g a lu sa
1925— New O rle a n s
1926— Hammond
1927— Lake C h a r le s
1928— Minden
1929— Monroe
1930— J e n n in g s  
19 31— S h re v e p o r t
1932— New O rle a n s
1933— Lake C h a r le s
1934— Monroe
1935— A le x a n d r i a
1936— L a f a y e t t e  
19 37— S h re v e p o r t  
1938— New O rle a n s  
19 39— Monroe
1940— Lake C h a r le s
1941— B aton  Rouge
1942— N a tc h i to c h e s
1943— Monroe
1944— New O r le a n s
1945— No C o nven tion
1946— S h re v e p o r t
1947— B aton  Rouge
1948— L a f a y e t t e
1949— A le x a n d r ia
1950— Monroe
19 51— S h re v e p o r t
1952— New O r le a n s
1953— Lake C h a r le s  
19  54— A le x a n d r ia
1955— S h re v e p o r t
1956 — Monroe
1957— Lake C h a r le s
1958— B aton  Rouge
1959— New O r le a n s
1960— S h re v e p o r t  
19 61— L afaye  t t  e
1962— B aton  Rouge
1963— Monroe
1964— S h re v e p o r t
1965— B aton  Rouge
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